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I. Purpose of This Resource Manual
This Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Manual is a document that contains as much information as possible relating to the rules, requirements, and guidelines for MAOTeen State/Local Pageants and the National Pageant.  We want to thank everyone whose knowledge and expertise continues to contribute to this manual.
Our attempt is to provide a document that applies consistency throughout our Local and State Pageants and serves as a primary resource for information.  Throughout this document, references to “state” include all 50 states in the United States of America, the District of Columbia, or a U.S. territory.
Please ensure that you communicate to your Local organizations that this document is available for their use as well.

In many cases, states have the option of making some rules more restrictive, but in no case may the states make the rules less restrictive.

Our hope is to provide an annual update to this document that will be made available on the maoteen.org portal.
And as a volunteer, your commitment plays a major role in the success of these young women. 

 

Let us all continue to help make dreams come true for our youth.

 

Kristin Black, 




Kim Parrish
Director of Operations



President
MAOTeen, Inc.



MAOTeen, Inc.
 

Donna Bozarth



Alyson Michaels-Sulpizio
Chairman of the Board


National Judges’ Consultant
MAOTeen, Inc.



Board of Directors

MAOTeen, Inc.
Jessica Schueler



Michael Hannah

Director of Communications


Treasurer, Board of Directors

MAOTeen, Inc.



MAOTeen, Inc.

II. Who and What is the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization (MAOTeen)?

Background

Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. was organized to encourage positive achievement by helping to nurture and build the scholastic achievement, creative accomplishment, healthy living, and community involvement of our nation’s youth.
 
Among its initiatives, the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization hosts a national competition intended to encourage and reward the talent, communication skills, community service, and academic achievement of girls between 13 and 17 years of age.

The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization has also established community-based initiatives and mentoring programs aimed at helping our nation’s youth build character and gain the skills necessary for success in the real world.  In partnership with committed adult volunteers, community and business leaders, as well as participants from the national competition, the Organization has been implementing programs aimed at helping young people develop strong values, leadership skills, social conscience, self-worth and conviction about their own potential.

The Organization’s mentoring and community-based initiatives are available to all young people (male and female) between the ages of 13 and 17.

Funds raised by the Organization are being used to fund scholarships for deserving young women according to guidelines established by the Organization’s Board of Directors in accordance with Internal Revenue Service rules and regulations.  Funds are also being used to establish and develop the Organization’s mentoring program and community-based initiatives.

The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization awards scholarships to individuals on the basis of academic merit and civic and social achievement.  Scholarships are awarded without condition or obligation to provide future services.
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Winners in Review

Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2013 - Rachel Wyatt
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September 2012 Update: On August 18, 2012, Miss South Carolina’s Outstanding Teen 2012, Rachel Wyatt, became the eighth Miss America’s Outstanding Teen. Beginning as Miss South Carolina’s Outstanding Teen in summer of 2012, Wyatt won more than $30,000 in college scholarships and the title of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2013.  
During the national competition, Rachel won the hearts of the audience and judges when she performed a lyrical dance to “The Climb”. This historic crowning moment marked her first steps on a journey that continues to take her across the country promoting scholastic achievement, creative accomplishment, community involvement and healthy living for our nation's youth.  
Rachel is in her senior year at Wren High School and serves as the President of her class, yearbook editor and member of the National Honor Society.  In addition, she will continue traveling the country speaking to audiences about her platform “Dance Therapy - Miracles through Movement” and acting as the teen ambassador for Children's Miracle Network Hospitals.  Children's Miracle Network Hospitals, a non-profit organization dedicated to saving and improving the lives of children by raising funds for children's hospitals, is the national platform of the Miss America's Outstanding Teen Organization.

Rachel is one quarter Japanese and comes from a diverse family background.  She enjoys sewing and fashion design.  She has trained under famous dance choreographers such as Mandy Moore, Mia Michaels and Sonya Tayeh.  Rachel assists in teaching a special needs dance class and has danced as part of a Bible teaching ministry at a maximum security women's prison.

She hopes to obtain a Bachelor's degree in English and pursue a career in speech therapy.  Rachel would also like to continue dancing in local theater productions and be a dance instructor.
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2012 - Elizabeth Fechtel
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 On August 20, 2011, Miss Florida’s Outstanding Teen 2011, Elizabeth Fechtel, became the seventh Miss America’s Outstanding Teen. Beginning as Miss Orlando’s Outstanding Teen in January, Fechtel won more than $30,000 in college scholarships and the title of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2012.  
A June 2012 graduate of First Academy High School in her hometown of Leesburg, Florida, Elizabeth was an AP Honor student, was involved with many clubs, and served as the Treasurer of the National Honors Society and President of the Student Body.
As well as being recognized with her competitive dance company for multiple top scoring national awards, she has also received numerous honors as a jazz soloist. She trained for 10 years with the Shooting Stars School of Performing Arts of Clermont, Florida.
Throughout her year as Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2012, Elizabeth’s personal platform focus was on engaging youth and teens in volunteer service and teaching them the importance of civic responsibility.

She continues her dedication toward investing in her future as a college freshman at the University of Florida, and is using the $30,000 in cash scholarships she won at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen competition.
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2011 - Lacey Russ
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September 2012 Update: Lacey was crowned the sixth Miss America’s Outstanding Teen in August 2010 and was another excellent representative as Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.  Lacey competed at the MAOTeen Pageant as Miss Oklahoma’s Outstanding Teen.  At the competition, she won a $500 Preliminary Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Award, a $30,000 cash scholarship from the MAOTeen Organization to the college of her choice for winning the title, a $500 Advertising Awards (Provided by Grandesign - Program Book Designer), Troy University's Chancellor's Scholarship Award totaling $56,000, and an Auburn University Scholarship (Full Ride for 4 Years).

Lacey is a pianist and for Talent competition at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant she performed a piano piece that was a combination of Bach's Prelude XXI and Beethoven's Sonata Pathetique.  She also spoke of her platform P.U.R.E. Excellence and won the hearts of the audience and judges.  Lacey is from Cordell, Oklahoma and was ranked number one in her high school graduating class.  She is currently living in Tulsa, Oklahoma where she is attending Oral Roberts University, majoring in Communications.
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2010 - Jeanette Morelan
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September 2012 Update: Jeanette was named Miss America’s Outstanding Teen in August 2009.  From Racine, Wisconsin, Jeanette was an amazing Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, winning the title as Miss Wisconsin’s Outstanding Teen 2009 at the age of 14…our youngest winner.  Jeanette is using the $33,000 in cash scholarships she won through the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program at Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee.

During her year of service she showed how “The Power of One” could be a very powerful force.  The goal of her platform was and continues to be to encourage everyone she meets to dream… believe in their dreams… act on their dreams… and with that, accomplish something great.  Jeanette hopes to occupy the White House in 2040 as President of the United States.
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2009 - Taylor Fitch
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September 2012 Update: Taylor was an excellent representative for the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  Her personal platform as Miss America’s Outstanding Teen was “Overcoming Physical Challenges: Heart, Mind and Hands”.  Taylor won $30,000 in cash scholarships as Miss America’s Outstanding Teen and continues using her scholarship at Wofford College in Spartanburg, South Carolina.
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Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2008 - Caitlin Brunell
September 2012 Update: Caitlin was a wonderful Miss America’s Outstanding Teen and is, exuberant, vibrant, and grounded in her love for her family, her faith and her interest in helping other people in need.  
Being Miss America’s Outstanding Teen allowed Caitlin to have the amazing opportunity to promote her charity, Caitlin’s Closet, across the United States.  She remains active with Caitlin’s Closet, which strives to provide formal dresses for economically disadvantaged teens.  To date, Caitlin’s Closet has outfitted more than 8,000 young women.  Give Pretty ~ Donate a Dress at caitlinscloset.org!
Caitlin competed in the 2012 Miss Alabama Scholarship Pageant where she placed 3rd Runner-up to the title of Miss Alabama 2012
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2007 - Maria DeSantis
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September 2012 Update: At the age of 17, Maria was crowned the second Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, representing the state of New York.  As Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, she spent her year of service traveling the country promoting her personal platform, “Getting Teens Involved in the Fight Against Cancer” as well as promoting the U.S. Dream Academy.  While finishing her senior year of high school and graduating in the top of her class, Maria traveled around the country championing community involvement and spreading the word about the amazing Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  Maria used her $30,000 cash scholarship as a freshman student at New York University’s Steinhardt School of Music, majoring in Classical Voice.  After reevaluating her career and life goals, she transferred to Wagner College in her hometown of Staten Island, New York.  In June 2011, Maria graduated summa cum laude from Wagner College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administration with a concentration in Accounting and is pursuing a Masters of Science in Accounting at Wagner College.  She is a Tax Associate with PriceWaterhouseCoopers (“PWC”) in New York City and resides in Manhattan with two roommates and her Maltese Jack.  Maria judged the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant in 2010 and also competed in the 2011 and 2012 Miss New York Scholarship Pageant and was 3rd Runner-up to Miss New York 2012.  
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2006 - Meghan Miller
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September 2012 Update: As the very first Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Meghan set the bar high for all of her future MAOTeen sisters and they have all helped continue to raise the bar.  During her year of service as Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, she traversed the country promoting the U.S. Dream Academy, as well as her personal platform.

In May, 2010, Meghan graduated with a BBA Degree in Marketing from the University of Texas at Austin where she used the $35,000 in scholarships she earned by competing in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program at the Local, State, and National level.

During her college years, Meghan was very active in her sorority, Alpha Phi, as well as other collegiate activities.  During those four short college years, she appeared on America’s Got Talent, The Today Show, VH1’s Best Week Ever, and many other television shows.  Meghan has been performing more in professional theater, including “Black Comedy” and is in rehearsals for “Rocky Horror Picture Show”.  For her professional career, she is based in Dallas, Texas and is employed with Prudential Texas Properties as the Social Media Marketing Manager.
Meghan has stayed close with the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program over the years, serving as an intern, volunteer, entertainer, and special emcee during the National Pageant Week.  She has also competed in the Miss Texas Scholarship Pageant as Miss Longview 2009, Miss Woodlands 2010, Miss Fort Worth 2011, and most recently as Miss Arlington 2012, where she placed as a Semi-Finalist
MAOTeen Board of Directors

Executive Board Members
· Donna C. Bozarth - Chairman of the Board
· Kim Parrish - President

· Jennifer Crawford - Executive Vice President
· Michael Hannah - Treasurer
· Art McMaster - Board Member
· Dr. Wintley Phipps - Board Member
· Stacey Schieffelin - Board Member
· Lynn H. Weidner - Board Member
· Mary Bocchicchio - Board Member
· Alyson Michaels-Sulpizio - Board Member

· Jeff Parker - Board Member

· Jodi Fonfa - Board Member

· Colonel Corbin M. Sarchet (Ret) - Emeritus Board Member
MAOTeen National Staff
National Office Address: 13851 West Hillsborough Avenue, Suite 168 ( Tampa, Florida  33635
· Kim Parrish - President, Kim@maoteen.org
· Kristin Black - Director of Operations, Kristin@maoteen.org
· Jessica Schueler - Director of Communications, Jessica@maoteen.org
· Jennifer P. McKenna - Princess Coordinator, Jennifer@maoteen.org
· Dianne Sarchet - Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Tour Manager, Dianne@maoteen.org
MAOTeen State Web Addresses
For the most current list of State Web Addresses, please see the listings on maoteen.org.

III. Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Platform

Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals
Since 2008, the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals has been the official National Platform of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.  Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. has chosen Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals (CMNH) as the official national platform to further reinforce the efforts that have been so successful on the national level for the Miss America Organization who adopted this program several years ago.  CMNH is a non-profit organization that raises funds for more than 170 children’s hospitals.  Donations stay local and create miracles by funding medical care, research, and education that save and improve the lives of 17 million children each year.  As part of the partnership between the Miss America Organization and Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals, the current Miss America also serves as the National Goodwill Ambassador for CMNH during her year of service.

Each year, Miss America's Outstanding Teen, in addition to bringing awareness to her personal platform, is the Teen Ambassador for Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals as she raises funds and awareness for both CMNH and the MAOTeen Organization. 
The Miss America and Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organizations’ partnership in the past has helped raise more than $4 million for CMNH and the Miss America and Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Scholarship Funds.
CMNH on the National Level

A website similar to the Miss America/CMNH website has been established for teens and assists with tracking funds raised on behalf of teen contestants’ fundraising efforts.  The web address is: www.MAOTeen4Kids.org.
All teen contestants competing at the state level and all State MAOTeen titleholders are required to complete a profile at the www.MAOTeen4Kids.org address regardless of whether or not they choose to help raise funds.

CMNH at the State Level

Beginning with 2012 state MAOTeen competitions, all contestants competing at the state level are required to complete a profile at the www.MAOTeen4Kids.org address regardless of whether or not they choose to help raise funds.  There is a clause in the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” that identifies this requirement.

The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen state programs receive 30% of all funds donated and collected by contestants who are competing at the state level.  Note: funds collected by these same contestants while they are competing at the local level are allocated back to the local organizations as potential scholarship funds.
In 2011, the allocation of CMNH funds raised by teens to the Miss California’s, Miss Louisiana’s, Miss Maryland’s, and Miss South Carolina’s Outstanding Teen Programs resulted in their MAOTeen licensing fee being $0.  In 2012, the allocation of CMNH funds raised by teens resulted in the MAOTeen licensing fee being $0 for the following State Programs: Miss Illinois’ Outstanding Teen, Miss Missouri’s Outstanding Teen, Miss Oklahoma’s Outstanding Teen, Miss Pennsylvania’s Outstanding Teen, Miss South Carolina’s Outstanding Teen, Miss South Dakota’s Outstanding Teen, and Miss West Virginia’s Outstanding Teen.  The Miss Louisiana’s Outstanding Teen Program only paid $123.00.  So states are encouraged to motivate your local and state contestants to assist with raising funds. 
See the “Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Participation at the State Level” section of this manual for additional details and information. 
CMNH at the Local Level

With the updated partnership between the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals and the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, we are encouraging teens who are competing at the local level to complete a profile at the www.MAOTeen4Kids.org address regardless of whether or not they choose to help raise funds.

The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen local programs receive 20% of all funds donated and collected by contestants who are competing at the local level.

See the “Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Participation at the Local Level” section of this manual for additional details and information. 

IV.  MAOTeen National Pageant

Included in this document is the most current information available for the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant leading up to the crowning of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.

Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Application and Contract for Participation in the National Finals of the MAOTeen Competition

See the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Paperwork Portal for the most current version of the National Contestant Application and Contract.
MAOTeen National Minimum Required Contract Attachments

· Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Application and Contract for Participation in the NATIONAL FINALS of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition (“National Contestant Application and Contract”):

A. Attachment A - Rules for the National Finals: This National Contract attachment identifies the primary rules and regulations and the potential repercussions for a contestant not adhering to the rules while she is in Orlando for the National Competition including, but not limited to: 

· Rules of conduct

· Rules relating to visitors in contestants’ rooms, including family members, state directors, local directors, and friends

· Rules relating to cell phones, palm pilots, personal computers, cameras, and other electronic devices

· Rules relating to the requirement that the contestant must stay at the lodging facility designated by the MAOTeen Organization

· Rules for attendance at all required events

· Rules relating to appropriate times for wearing her state crown, if at all

· Rules relating to medical and dental expenses

· Rules relating to medications

B. Attachment B - Scholarship Rules and Regulations: This National Contract attachment identifies the guidelines and rules for using scholarships that are awarded at the national level as well as the rules and limitations for reimbursable expenses and how to request reimbursement.  Rules include but are not limited to: 

· Scholarship usage

· Requesting usage of scholarships

· Requests for computer equipment

· Other educational expenses

· Reimbursement guidelines

· Priority of level of scholarship usage

· Usage for current expenses

· Usage for future expenses and forfeitures

C. Attachment C - Guidelines for Miss America’s Outstanding Teen’s Year of Service: This National Contract attachment identifies high level guidelines and rules for Miss America’s Outstanding Teen’s appearances including, but not limited to: 

· Appearances

· Preparation for appearances

· Conduct at appearances

· Booking fees

· Payments

· Provided services and wardrobe

· Travel, lodging, and transportation

· Tour Managers/Traveling Companions

· etc.

National Scholarships

The most recent version of the Application for Disbursement of MAOTeen Scholarship Funds is located at www.maoteen.org under the Scholarships tab and is dated 10.11.  Below is an excerpt from Attachment B - Scholarship Rules and Regulations that is attached to the Application and Contract for Participation in the National Finals of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition Contract.
Attachment B - National Contract, Scholarship Rules and Regulations

MAOTeen NATIONAL CONTRACT • ATTACHMENT B • SCHOLARSHIP RULES AND REGULATIONS  


1. Scholarship Usage:

a. Scholarships may be expended for current college/university tuition, on-campus room and board, and course books purchased in the school bookstore, only.

b. Parking fines, bus passes, ID cards, library fines, health insurance or other non-tuition related items are NOT covered.

c. Meal plans are covered if the student is (a) living on campus, (b) board is covered, and (c) she is enrolled as a full time student (a minimum of 12 semester hours).

d. Other “post high school” tuition may be considered upon written request from the student (e.g.: technical schools, performing arts schools).  These requests are paid upon the full examination and vote of the MAOTeen Scholarship Committee.

2. Requesting Usage:

a. The “Application for Disbursement of MAOTeen Scholarship Funds” (known as the “Application”) must be fully completed and all required documentation must be attached.  Additional copies can be downloaded at www.maoteen.org. 

b. Unless prior permission is granted, all original documentation must be sent via U.S. Post Office Registered Mail, FedEx, or some other traceable and verifiable means (not faxed or e-mailed) to the address listed on the “Application”.

c. Requests for scholarships are processed upon receipt if ALL required documentation as described in the “Application”.

d. Scholarships cannot be paid for a tuition statement that shows a “zero” balance for the current semester.

3. Additional Scholarship Payment Guidelines:

a. ON-CAMPUS room and board is payable for full time students, only.  This does not include key fees or deposits.  Utilities (electric, gas, cable, landline phone, etc.) are not covered unless they are included in the rental fee.

b. All scholarship payments must be for CURRENT expenses only. (Current expenses are defined as those falling within the current semester.)

c. Contestant must maintain at least 12 credit hours per semester as a full time student.

d. Part time students must maintain 9 credit hours per semester.

e. Graduate students must maintain 9 credit hours per semester.

f. A letter of potential tax implications will be sent to the recipient if the total cash disbursements are over $600 in one calendar year.

g. Please contact your personal tax consultant for any questions regarding your possible tax liability.  MAOTeen is not responsible for the dissemination of IRS rules and regulations.

4. Usage and Forfeiture:

a. Contestants receiving scholarships at the national level must use the scholarships won at the state and local level prior to applying for the funds held in trust at the national level.

b. Verification must be submitted, in writing, from the State Executive Director, that all state and local money has been exhausted, without forfeiture.

c. National Scholarship usage must begin within ONE year of high school graduation. (Since high school graduation dates vary across the country, MAOTeen uses the universal date of May 31 of the contestant’s graduation year.)  ALL SCHOLARSHIP MONIES WILL BE FORFEITED IF THE REQUEST IS NOT RECEIVED WITHIN THIS TIME FRAME.)
d. If there are extenuating circumstances that are delaying the usage of a contestant’s scholarship monies, she may submit a written request for an extension of one year.  This request must be received PRIOR to the end of the one year period following May 31st of the year of graduation in order to be considered.  If the request is received past the one year deadline, it will automatically be denied and the scholarship funds will be forfeited.  As a reminder, this is a “request” only and does not mean that it is an automatic approval of an extension.  When this type of request is received it is reviewed by the MAOTeen Scholarship Committee and a decision is made to approve or deny the request after the Committee reviews the request.
e. If the extension process has begun, MAOTeen will accept requests for scholarship extensions for a total of four (4) years following the original graduation date.  At the end of four (4) years, (using the May 31 cutoff date), all unused scholarship funds will be forfeited.
f. Once a contestant begins usage of her scholarship funds, if there occurs a continuous, uninterrupted one (1) year period in which there is no activity in her account, the balance of that account will be forfeited.  
g. Extension requests will NOT be accepted via e-mail or fax.  ALL extension requests must be sent via U.S. Post Office Registered Mail, FedEx, or some other traceable and verifiable means.  If an extension has been granted, you will receive a letter from the MAOTeen Scholarship Committee.  Do not assume you have received an extension unless you receive our written approval. 
h. It is the responsibility of the contestant to maintain contact with the national organization regarding all scholarship payments. MAOTeen IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING A CALENDAR OF GRADUATION DATES FOR OUR PARTICIPANTS.
5. Disputes:

a. All disputes must be sent, in writing, to the Scholarship Committee.
b. All disputes will be fairly examined by the MAOTeen Scholarship Committee.  Every effort will be made to fairly resolve any issue that may arise regarding scholarship payments.
c. The decision of the Scholarship Committee shall be final and binding.
Scholastic Achievement Application Form Submittal at the National Level

All Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State Representatives are required to submit this form if she is to be scored in this competition at the MAOTeen Pageant in August.  A few reminders:

· All required documentation, including the notarized Scholastic Achievement Competition Form, must be included when submitted.
· The OFFICIAL grade transcript must be received in a sealed school letterhead envelope.  If the envelope has been tampered with or is not a school letterhead envelope, we cannot verify that it is valid and therefore the contestant will receive an automatic “0” (zero) score in the Scholastic Achievement portion of the competition.
· All Scholastic Achievement forms and required documentation for MAOTeen State Representatives must be in the MAOTeen national office no later than July 1st, no exceptions!  Send these forms and required documentation to the national office using a delivery service where you can track the status of the package delivery to ensure the information arrives no later than the deadline.  For example, send the package of information via UPS, FedEx, or a US Postal service that tracks the package.
· Failure to comply with the above requirements will result in Miss State’s Outstanding Teen receiving “0” points in the Scholastic Achievement competition category, which accounts for 10% of her total preliminary competition score.
Teens in Action Award

In 2012, MAOTeen, Inc. changed the judging method for the "Platform Award" to more closely resemble the procedures for the Miss America "Quality of Life" Award. 
· Each contestant's platform essay is reviewed by the Scholastic Achievement Judges. The criteria for judging is based upon:
a) the grammatical content of the essay
b) the relevancy of the program
c) how the contestant has integrated her program into the community
· The contestant may not include photos, scrapbooks, newspaper clippings, or other additional materials to be judged.
· The contestant may direct the attention of the judges to any pertinent websites which have a direct connection with her personal involvement with her platform.
· The judges will choose the top 5 essays based on these criteria.
· The top 5 will be announced during competition week and a private judging interview, conducted by a leader in the community service sector, will be held the day before the finals on Saturday.
· The winner will be announced at the award ceremony on Saturday night after the finals.
Contestant Eligibility - 2013 MAOTeen National Pageant
To compete at any level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program, a potential contestant must never have competed in any of the National Finals of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.

To be eligible to compete in a 2013 MAOTeen Local or State pageant, the contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must agree to and comply with the following Age/Education Eligibility Rules, Residency Rules, Citizenship, Language, Other Personal Characteristics, Contractual and Other Obligations, Minimum Documentation Rules, and any special requirements of the State or Local Organization (refer to the current “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” with a 09/30/2012 Effective Date for more detailed requirements):

Age/Education Eligibility Rules to Compete in a 2013 MAOTeen Pageant
· Contestants must be a minimum of thirteen (13) years of age on the first day of the 2013 State Outstanding Teen competition.  For example, if the Private Interview competition is the first competition category at the state pageant, then the contestant must be a minimum of 13 years of age by the date of the Private Interview competition.
· Contestants can be no older than 17 years of age as of July 31, 2013.
· Contestants must not be eligible to compete on the Miss level in the Miss America Program at any point during the current Pageant Year.  (For example, if a contestant turns 17 years of age on the last day that a local Miss pageant is being held in her state, and will be graduating in the Spring…and she chooses to not compete or is unable to compete in that competition for any reason other than eligibility, then she is still “eligible” to compete on the Miss level and is therefore ineligible to compete in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program).
· Exceptions to the Age/Education Rules are not allowed.
Age/Education Eligibility Chart to Compete in a 2013 MAOTeen Pageant
This Age/Education Eligibility Chart is for 2013 Local and State Pageants that lead up to the crowning of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2014 that will be held in August 2013.  This Age/Education Eligibility Chart is updated annually for the following year’s competition.
Although additional eligibility rules exist with which contestants must comply, the table below is designed to assist with determining the eligibility for a contestant to compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State or Local Pageant, based upon the Age/Education eligibility rules of the Miss America and Miss America’s Outstanding Teen organizations:

	Age/Education Chart for Eligibility to Compete in 2013 MAOTeen State/Local Pageants (2)

	Age as of MM/DD/YYYY (3)
	Age as of the End of the School Year - Spring 2013
	School Classification - Spring 2013
	Age as of July 31, 2013
	Eligible for 2013 Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Pageant
	Eligible for 2013 Miss State Local “Miss” Scholarship Pageant at Age 17

	12
	12
	N/A
	12 (1)
	No (1)
	No

	12
	12
	N/A
	13 (1)
	Yes (1)
	No

	17
	17
	Junior
	17
	Yes
	No

	16
	17
	Junior
	17
	Yes
	No

	16
	16
	Senior (4)
	16
	Yes
	No

	16
	16
	Senior (4)
	17
	Yes
	No

	17
	17
	Senior (5)
	18
	No
	Yes

	17
	17
	Senior (5)
	17
	No
	Yes

	17
	17
	Junior
	18
	No
	No

	17
	18
	Junior
	18
	No
	No

	18
	18
	Junior
	18
	No
	No


(1) Eligible if the contestant reaches 13 years of age by the first day of the 2013 Miss State’s Outstanding Teen competition.

(2) This chart represents eligibility based on a potential contestant’s Age and Education.  There are other eligibility requirements and rules including: Residency, Citizenship, Other Personal Characteristics, Contractual and Other Obligations, and any special requirements of the Local or State Organization.  Refer to the current MAOTeen Application and Contract for Local and State Pageants for more detailed requirements.
(3) The last day that a local Miss pageant may be conducted in the State.

(4) In this case the contestant could also be a high school graduate or have received her GED
(5) In this case the contestant must graduate from high school or receive her GED by the end of the Spring 2013 school year.

Residency Rules to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant
All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing:
· Contestants must reside in or be enrolled in, and attending classes on a full-time basis in an accredited public, private, or homeschooling program with passing scores (passing scores as determined by state accreditation score) in academic and citizenship grades.

· A contestant must be a resident of the state in which she is competing for a minimum of six (6) months prior to the first day of her competition.  In states that conduct Local competitions, the residency requirement is a minimum of six (6) months prior to the first day of her Local competition.  If she is competing in a state that either does not have Local teen competitions or that allows contestants to compete at the State pageant as an “At Large” contestant and if she did not win a title at an “official” Local Miss America’s Outstanding Teen pageant, then she must have resided in that state for at least six (6) months prior to the first day of the State pageant competition.
· A contestant must have completed a minimum of one full semester as a full-time student prior to the first day of competition if she is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state based upon her status as a student in that state.  If the contestant is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state because she is a full-time student in that state, she must be physically attending classes in that state to be eligible to compete in that state.  If the contestant is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state because she is a full-time student in that state, then she must attach the following to her Contestant Contract:

· Proof of current enrollment
· Proof that she has successfully completed at least one semester as a full-time student (transcripts)
· Proof that she physically attends classes in the state in which she is competing
· Exceptions to the Residency Rules are not allowed.
Homeschooled Students

Homeschooled students are permitted to participate in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program provided they supply the proper documentation.  Please see Part B of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen - Scholastic Achievement Information, Scholastic Achievement Competition Application Form for further details at the State and National Levels.
As required in Section 2.3.3 of the National Contestant Application and Contract, she must attach documentation showing her current grade ranking according to her homeschool certification and her state’s requirements concerning homeschooling.
 

Citizenship Requirements to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant
All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing.  Paragraphs in both the National Contestant Application and Contract and the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” states “I am a citizen of the United States of America”.  A photocopy of the contestant’s birth certificate is one of the required documents for all contestants and is usually adequate to prove that the contestant is a citizen of the United States of America.  If the contestant only has a foreign birth certificate, then she must also produce a photocopy of at least one of the following documents to be eligible to compete in a MAOTeen Local or State pageant, or the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant:

· Official Birth Certificate issued by a U.S. state, jurisdiction or territory (Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, Swain's Island, Guam);
· U.S. Government-issued Certified Birth Certificate;
· U.S. Certificate of Birth Abroad (DS-1350 or FS-545);
· Report of Birth Abroad of a Citizen of the U.S. (FS-240);
· Valid or expired U.S. Passport;
· Certificate of Citizenship (N560 or N561);
· Certificate of Naturalization (N550, N570 or N578);
· U.S. Citizen Identification Card (I-197, I-179);
· INS I-551 Permanent Resident Alien Card;
· Foreign passport stamped by the U.S. Government indicating that the holder has been “Processed for I-551”;
· Permanent resident Re-entry Permit (I-327);
· Temporary I-551 stamp on Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record, with photograph of applicant; U.S. Department of Receptions and Placement Program Assurance Form (Refugee) and I-94 stamped refugee; 

 

Language Requirements to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant

· All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing.  Paragraphs in both the National Contestant Application and Contract and the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” states “Most of the business that is conducted by Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen, and Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen representatives is conducted in English; therefore I understand that I am required to speak fluent English to perform my duties”.
Personal Characteristics to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant

To compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Pageant, contestants and their parent(s)/legal guardian must certify to the following personal characteristics:

· She has always been a female
· She is not and has never been married
· She is not now pregnant and has never been pregnant
· She is not an adoptive parent of any child

· She is of good moral character and has not been involved at any time in any act of moral turpitude
· Other than minor or petty offenses, she has never been convicted of any criminal offense and there are no criminal charges presently pending against her.  She also must understand that she may make an appeal to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Chairman of the Board if criminal offenses/charges pending against her in her state are considered minor or petty offenses in another state.  The appeal must be presented to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Chairman of the Board through legal counsel of her choice.
· She has never performed any act or engaged in any activity or employment that is or could reasonably be characterized as dishonest, immoral, or indecent.

· She is in good health and can, to the best of her knowledge, participate fully in any Program activities without any outside assistance.  She must also understand that she must participate in and be judged in all phases of competition, which includes Talent, Lifestyle and Fitness, Evening Wear/On-Stage Question, Private Interview, and Scholastic Achievement and agree that all decisions of the judges are final and binding.
· She does not use or consume any illegal controlled dangerous substances or abuse the use of alcohol or other dangerous substances.
Contractual and Other Obligations

To compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Pageant, contestants and their parent(s)/legal guardian must agree to and confirm the following:
· Prior Contractual Commitments: Within the three (3) months before her participation in the first Local or State competition in which she competed this Pageant Year, and since that participation, she has not authorized any person, firm or corporation to use her name, photograph, picture, or present or future title that she holds or may hold, in connection with an endorsement to advertise any commercial product.  She is not a party to any contract with any person, firm or corporation in respect to any present title that she holds or may hold, nor has she made any commitments for the future regarding any such titles.  She does not have any legal obligations that would prevent or limit her participation and appearances in the Local, State, or National Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant or, if selected as Miss Local’s, State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, in the Year of Service, or her compliance with the rules, regulations and conditions of the Program.
· Other Competitions: If she is selected as a Local titleholder, but is not selected as Miss State’s or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, she agrees to continue holding the title of Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen until her successor is selected or appointed.  She agrees that during her service in that role she will not associate in any way with, promote, or become a contestant or participant in any other local, state, national or international competition or preliminary competition of a similar nature to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.  She also represents that, since she entered the preliminary rounds of the competition for the title of Miss Local, State, or America’s Outstanding Teen, she has not been a contestant or participant in any other national or international competition or preliminary competition of a similar nature to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.
· Use of the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen or MAOTeen Titles, Words and Symbols: After the conclusion of her Year of Service, if she is advised by the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization that, in its sole and exclusive judgment, her use of any of the titles, words or symbols (including crown and sash) associated with MAOTeen and the Program has caused or is reasonably likely to cause harm to the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, she agrees to discontinue any such use immediately.  She also agrees to understand and agree that the judgment of the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization or MAOTeen shall be final and binding.
· Attorney Review of Application and Contract: The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must sign that they have been given sufficient opportunity to review the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” and its attachments, including the Supplemental Fact Sheet (Attachment A); the Emergency Information Form (Attachment B); the Scholarship Rules and Regulations (Attachment C); and any other attachments identified by the local or state organization.  They must also certify that they have had the opportunity to consult with an attorney of their own choosing, if desired, to give them legal advice with regard to the Contestant Contract.  The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must also sign that they understand that the Contestant Contract is a legal document and that if they sign and submit it to the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization and it is accepted, it will create legal obligations that will be binding on them.
· Changes in Circumstances: The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must certify that they understand and agree that if, at any time after they file the Contestant Contract with the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, whether before or during the competition or, if she is selected as Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, during her Year of Service, any of the facts stated in this Contestant Contract or its attachments should change, they have the obligation to report any such change in writing immediately to the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  They also sign that if they fail to do so, the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization may, in its sole discretion, determine to limit or prevent the contestant’s participation in the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen competition or to terminate her Year of Service as Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.
Minimum Required Documents to Compete at the National MAOTeen Pageant (For the State Director and Contestant)
	24 Hour Deadline
	 

	ED FORM 1: State Winner Basic Information
	submit to online portal

	ED FORM 2- State Scholarships Awarded
	submit to online portal

	ED FORM 3- Record of State judges
	submit to online portal

	Copy of Birth Certificate
	submit to online portal

	Copy of Health and Dental Insurance Cards (front & back)
	submit to online portal

	Proof of Residence (driver’s license) 
	submit to online portal

	 
	 

	July 1st Deadline
	 

	Production Info (Please Read!)
	 

	              Form A- Contestant Talent Form- 3 pages 

*recommended w/in (1) week of state pageant
	submit to online portal

	              Form B- Talent Introduction
	submit to online portal

	              Form C- On-Stage Question
	submit to online portal

	              Form D- Talent Rehearsal Representative
	submit to online portal

	Talent Photo- contestant in talent costume for approval 
	submit to online portal

	Song/Performance lyrics (singing or dramatic reading)
	submit to online portal

	(2) copies of accompaniment music on CD or email MP3(no more than 2 minutes)
	mail to JM Best Entertainment, Inc. 4830 Keeneland Circle, Orlando, FL  32819

	 
	

	Form 1- Regional and Local Media Information
	submit to online portal

	Form 2- Program Guide Questionnaire
	submit to online portal

	Form 3- Emergency Contact and Medical Information 
	submit to online portal

	Form 4- Contestant Wardrobe Questionnaire
	submit to online portal

	Form 8- Travel Form
	submit to online portal

	 
	 

	Headshot (jpeg format, at least 300DPI)
	submit to online portal

	6 Candids (action photos showing hobby, sport, fun activity)
	submit to online portal

	ENTRY FEE  
	mail to MAOTeen, Inc., 13851 W. Hillsborough Ave, Suite 168, Tampa, FL  33635

	 
	 

	MAIL EVERYTHING BELOW TOGETHER IN ONE PACKET
	mail to MAOTeen, Inc., 13851 W. Hillsborough Ave, Suite 168, Tampa, FL  33635

	Form 5- Photo Release for Headshot Submitted
	 

	Form 6-Medical Treatment Authorization
	 

	Form 7- Scholastic Achievement Application
	 

	                 Sealed Copy of Transcripts
	 

	                 Copy of P-SAT, ACT, and/or SAT(if applicable)
	 

	                 Proof of State homeschooling requirements (if applicable)
	 

	Contestant Resume
	 

	Contestant Platform Statement
	 

	National Contract  w/ Attachment A, B and C
	 


*Pageants approved to be held after July 1st must make special arrangements with the National Office for revised information deadlines.  Please contact Kristin Black, Kristin@maoteen.org.
Competition Categories - MAOTeen National Pageant
MAOTeen National Finals Judging Categories and Percentages Leading up to the Crowning of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 
As stated in the National Contestant Application and Contract, all National Contestants must compete in all phases of competition at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant.

The table below identifies the judging categories and the applicable percentages for each category for the MAOTeen National Finals that lead up to the crowning of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen that will be held in August.  State Organizations will be notified of any changes to the judging categories, judging criteria, or applicable percentages.
 
	August 2013 MAOTeen National Finals Pageant - Judging Categories and Percentages

	Competition Category
	Preliminary Competitions Percentage
	Finals Competitions Percentage

	Private Interview
	25%
	N/A

	Composite Attributes Score
	N/A
	35%

	Scholastic Achievement
	10%
	N/A

	Lifestyle & Fitness
	10%
	15%

	Talent
	35%
	35%

	Evening Wear/On-Stage Question
	20%
	15%

	Final Ballot
	N/A
	Yes


 
The Role of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen:

The role of Miss America's Outstanding Teen is to responsibly represent the mission and values of the Miss America's Outstanding Teen Organization.  Becoming Miss America's Outstanding Teen is a life-changing experience and she must be prepared to fulfill her duties during her Year of Service and beyond.  When her year is complete, her title will always be Miss America's Outstanding Teen and she will continue being looked upon as a role model.  She is expected to continue conducting her life in a manner which continues bringing respect to her personally, and to the Miss America's Outstanding Teen Organization.
General: Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Must Be:

· An Ambassador of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization
· Well Spoken

· Attractive, with a Confident, Comfortable, and Commanding Presence
· Talented
· Intelligent and an Eloquent Communicator
· A Proven Achiever
· A Leader by Virtue of Her Accomplishments
· A Role Model Who Inspires and Relates to Young People
· A Role Model Who Cares About Her Community
· Committed to a Platform Issue of Broad Public Interest
· Able to Relate to Young People
· Outgoing and Approachable
· Reflective of Teens Her Age (she needs to be someone who appears to be a “Teen”)
· Contemporary in her style and fashion - a relatable and individual young woman who can connect with today’s modern teen
· Energetic, Charismatic, Outgoing
· Genuine, trustworthy, compassionate, patient, appreciative, dedicated
· Physically fit and emotionally ready to handle the duties and responsibilities
· Manageable and Flexible
· Enthusiastic About Working with Her Pageant Family
· Able to Understand that Her Year is What She Makes it
· Punctual
· A Teen with a Sense of Gratitude and Humility
· Able to completely understand her position and how important her actions are to the overall success of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program at the Local, State, and National levels
Private Interview - MAOTeen National Competition
 
	August  MAOTeen National Finals Pageant - Private Interview Format

	Private Interview Segment
	MAOTeen National Finals Pageant Private Interview Segment Duration

	Self-Introduction
	N/A

	Discussion
	8 Minutes

	Closing Remarks
	N/A


Private Interview Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria
· Scoring in Private Interview:

A. The Private Interview phase of competition is an opportunity for the judges to learn as much as possible about the contestant - her personal qualities and attributes to be Miss America’s Outstanding Teen; her level of communication skills; her opinions and aspirations; her sense of accomplishment, poise, and presence as well as her ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the position judges have been requested to fill.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.

· Criteria for Scoring in Private Interview:

A. Overall “first impression”; exceptional communication skills including speech, vocabulary, and grammar; a confident and charismatic personality; ability to express and distinguish her beliefs; attractive and stylish in an age-appropriate manner; leadership and sense of accomplishment; and knowledge and understanding of her platform issue.  Can the judge envision the public, and especially young people, being positively impacted by meeting this young woman?
Lifestyle and Fitness - MAOTeen National Competition
 
Lifestyle and Fitness Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria
· Scoring in Lifestyle and Fitness:

A. The Lifestyle and Fitness competition is designed to determine the level of fitness of the contestant and to obtain a glimpse into her daily routine and lifestyle.  The contestant’s drive, energy, and presence are to be likewise considered.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a *1 to 10 point range for the Preliminary Nights of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition and a **6 to 10 point range for the Final Night of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide for the Preliminary Nights of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.
D. Scoring Guide for the Final Night of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition: In this phase of competition, does this contestant possess the skills, qualities, and attributes to be the Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Lifestyle and Fitness:

A. Overall “first impression”; physically fit; dynamic presence and attractiveness; and sense of confidence and self-assurance.  Can she complete the presentation with vitality, energy, spirit, and charisma?  Does she meet the public’s expectation of a titleholder?
Talent - MAOTeen National Competition
For the August 2013 Miss America’s Outstanding Teen competition, the maximum time for talent presentation remains at two (2) minutes.  Beginning at the Local, State, and National Levels of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program in the 2014 Pageant Year, the maximum time limit will change to 90 seconds.   Nothing longer will be accepted, and this will be strictly enforced!  Contestants should plan a performance that will not exceed this time limit.  Judges will be informed immediately if a contestant exceeds the maximum time limit.  Each judge will then use this information to assist in determining his/her score of the contestant’s talent competition.

 
Talent Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria
· Scoring in Talent:

A. The Talent phase of competition provides an insight into the contestant’s preparatory and performance skills.  Consideration is given to whether the contestant’s talent selection fits these skills and her personality.  The Talent competition acknowledges the quality of the talent being presented, the technical skill level, and the stage presence of the contestant.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a *1 to 10 point range for the Preliminary Nights of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition and a **6 to 10 point range for the Final Night of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.

C. On preliminary nights of the MAOTeen National Competition, Talent is strictly based upon the talent the judges see onstage.   Only on the final night of the MAOTeen National Competition are the responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen that were presented to the judges during their judges’ orientation considered as part of the scoring for Talent.  The responsibilities and requirements of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen are not considered during the preliminary nights of the MAOTeen National Competition.

D. Scoring Guide for the Preliminary Nights of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.
E. Scoring Guide for the Final Night of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition: In this phase of competition, does this contestant possess the skills, qualities, and attributes to be the Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Talent:

A. Overall “first impression”; technical skill level; entertainment value; interpretive ability; stage presence and on-stage personality; and total of all elements (music, costume, props, voice, choreography).  Will the judge be proud that he or she selected this young woman when she performs her talent if she is selected as the titleholder?  Did the judge enjoy the presentation?
Evening Wear/On-Stage Question
The scoring category is a combined Evening Wear/On-Stage Question competition.
Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria
· Scoring in Evening Wear/On-Stage Question:
A. The Evening Wear/On-Stage Question phase of competition is designed for the judge to assess the contestant's beauty, poise, grace, and commanding stage presence, as well as for the contestant to make an on-stage statement of her interests, opinions, and aspirations in answer to a question selected for her.  One question will be asked and the judge is to consider the answer to the question.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range for the Preliminary Nights of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide for the Preliminary Nights of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”. 
D. Scoring Guide for the Final Night of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition: In this phase of competition, does this contestant possess the skills, qualities, and attributes to be the Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Evening Wear/On-Stage Question:
A. Overall “first impression”; sense of confidence, composure, and poise; personality and stage presence; walk, carriage, posture, and beauty; sense of style and age-appropriateness of the evening wear.  Does she take command of the stage by simply walking onto it?  Can she handle the pressure of speaking on stage in front of an audience?  Judges must give special attention to whether or not she answered the question she was asked, and did she have the ability to make the audience want to listen to her?  The contestant’s total look, grace, charm, and ability as a spokesperson and role model must be considered.
Scholastic Achievement - MAOTeen National Competition
Scholastic Achievement Background
The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program’s Mission Statement emphasizes: We “promote scholastic achievement, creative accomplishment, healthy living and community involvement for America's teens.”

In keeping with the MAOTeen Program’s mission, the MAOTeen Organization believes that “scholastic achievement” must carry some weight in the judging process.  The MAOTeen Organization feels that scholastic achievement is simply “another piece of the puzzle” that must be in place to find “America’s Outstanding Teen” and is one of the topics in which many of our existing sponsors and potential sponsors have a great interest.  Because of the MAOTeen Organization’s commitment to the importance of “scholastic achievement”, the weighting of the Scholastic Achievement Competition Category increased from 5% to 10% at the August 2012 Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant and increases from 5% to 10% at all 2013 State Pageants.
Scholastic Achievement Competition
The Scholastic Achievement competition comprises:

· 10% of each contestant’s preliminary score before the Composite Attributes Ballot
Scholastic Achievement Competition Application Form
All contestants competing in the MAOTeen National Finals Pageant must complete the Scholastic Achievement Competition Form.

The Scholastic Achievement Competition Form has four parts as follows and includes separate requirements for homeschooled and non-homeschooled contestants:

· General Information

A. Contestant’s Name

B. Contestant’s Address

C. Contestant’s Planned Date of High School Graduation

D. etc.

· Part A - For Non-Homeschooled Students:
A. Name of School

B. School’s Address

C. Principal’s Name and Principal’s Contact Telephone Number

D. Grade Level

E. etc.

· Part B - For Homeschooled Students:
A. Grade Level

B. Number of Years Homeschooled

C. Name(s) of Curriculum(s) Used

D. Name of Curriculum Contact Person/School

E. Address of Curriculum Contact Person/School

F. Telephone Number of Curriculum Contact Person/School

G. Standardized Testing Taken Within the Past Year; or Subjects Taken, Curriculum, and Grade received (as applicable)

H. etc.

· Part C - Signatures and Notarization For All Contestants:
A. Part 1 - For Homeschooled Students

The Part 1 section is signed only by the parent or guardian of the homeschooled contestant.  Part 2 is only for the signature of the parent or guardian of non-homeschooled contestants.  This signature in Part 1 confirms that the contestant is homeschooled and that the information contained in and attached to the Scholastic Achievement Competition Form is a true and accurate representation of the contestant’s homeschool scholastic progress.  The parent’s or guardian’s signature must be notarized.

B. Part 2 - For Non-Homeschooled Students

The Part 2 section is signed only by the parent or guardian of the non-homeschooled contestant.  Part 1 is only for the signature of the parent or guardian of homeschooled contestants.  This signature in Part 2 confirms that the information contained in and attached to the Scholastic Achievement Competition Form is accurate and that information in the sealed documentation has not been tampered with or changed in any way.  The parent’s or guardian’s signature must be notarized.

Selection of Scholastic Achievement Judges
The judges for the Scholastic Achievement category for the MAOTeen National Finals Pageant are: 

· A separate panel of Judges (different from the pageant competition panel of judges)

· A total of two (2) fewer than the number of on-stage competition judges

· From educational institutions and have a background in academia.  For example, these judges are Teachers, Admissions Recruiters, Academics Deans, Registrars, Guidance Counselors, Faculty Members, etc.

· From both middle and high school, but not from college level, due to the wide age range of contestants

Information Sources to be Used by the Scholastic Achievement Judges
Prior to the competition, judges are asked to review the following three documents from each contestant: 

· Official Report Card (for 7th and 8th grade students only), or Grade Transcript

A. The report card/transcript must come directly from the contestant's school in a sealed envelope

B. Documents for homeschooled students must come from the institution overseeing the contestant’s academic studies

C. The seal will be broken by the person who is designated by the MAOTeen National Finals Pageant Officials

D. The document will be copied for each Scholastic Achievement Judge
· Contestant’s Resume - copied for each judge

· Contestant’s Platform Statement - copied for each judge

The report cards/transcripts, Contestant’s Resume, and Contestant’s Platform Statement are confidential documents and their content is not to be shared with anyone, including the on-stage pageant competition panel of judges.

In addition, the Scholastic Achievement scores will not be shared with the traditional pageant competition panel of judges.

Scholastic Achievement Judging Criteria
After reviewing each contestant’s official grade transcript (or report card for 7th or 8th grade students), resume, and platform statement, each Scholastic Achievement judge will give each contestant a score in a 1 to 10 point range using whole numbers only for their response to each of the following five questions.:

· Question #1: Based only on the student’s grade transcript or report card, score her academic position from 1 to 10.
· Question #2: Based on the total information provided for the student, score her overall academic position from 1 to 10.
· Question #3: Is this student taking Honors, AP, or IB courses?  If so, score her academic performance based on the grades she is receiving in these courses.  If she is not, score her overall grade performance from 1 to 10.
· Question #4: Does this student hold leadership positions and/or participate in extracurricular activities in her school or community?  Score her participation from 1 to 10.
· Question #5: Overall Score - Based on the previous 4 Questions and your total evaluation of this student, score her overall Scholastic Achievement from 1 to 10. 

The auditor will use the “Overall Score” score given by each judge as the contestant’s Scholastic Achievement Score.

Scholastic Achievement Sample Score Sheet - (See Next Page)
THE 2013 MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN NATIONAL COMPETITION

AN OFFICIAL COMPETITION OF THE MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN ORGANIZATION

SCORE SHEET FOR USE AT ALL COMPETITIONS
SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT

GROUP ______
DATE ______
	NUMBER
	TITLE AND NAME OF CONTESTANT
	Q1

(1 -10)
	Q2

(1 -10)
	Q3

(1 -10)
	Q4

(1 -10)
	Q5

(Overall Score)
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                                              Signature of Scholastic Achievement Judge

SCORING IN SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT

The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program’s mission statement states that we “promote scholastic achievement, creative accomplishment, healthy living, and community involvement for America’s teens”.

Scholastic Achievement represents 10% of the contestant’s score.  After reviewing each contestant’s official grade transcript (or report card for 7th or 8th grade students), resume, and platform statement, give each contestant a score in a 1 to 10 point range using whole numbers only for your response to each of the following five questions.

Scoring Guide: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Outstanding = “10”.

CRITERIA FOR SCORING SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT

	Q1.  Based only on the student’s grade transcript or report card, score her academic position from 1 to 10.

Q2.  Based on the total information provided for the student, score her overall academic position from 1 to 10.

Q3.  Is this student taking Honors, AP, or IB courses?  If so, score her academic performance based on the grades she is receiving in these courses.  If she is not, score her overall grade performance from 1 to 10.
	Q4.  Does this student hold leadership positions and/or participate in extracurricular activities in her school or community?  Score her participation from 1 to 10.

Q5.  Overall Score - Based on the previous 4 Questions and your total evaluation of this student, score her overall Scholastic Achievement from 1 to 10.


If you make a change or erasure on your score sheet, please initial it.  When you have finished, submit your score sheet to the person indicated in other materials you have received.

( 2012 Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization - All rights reserved - Revised 07-14-2012; Effective with August 2012 MAOTeen National Pageant

MAOTeen National Pageant - Mechanics of Composite Scoring/ Top-15/Top-10/Structured Discussion/Top-5 Final Ballot
The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Pageant has the option of either announcing a Top-15 or a Top-10.

MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-15 Composite Score Highlights

· The judges for the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant silently give composite scores to each of the Top-15 contestants who are Quarter-Finalists at the conclusion of all Preliminary Competitions, including Private Interview.

· In years when only 10 Semi-Finalists are announced onstage, the contestants with the 10 highest Composite Score totals advance to compete in the Finals, starting out with only their Composite Scores on the Final Night of competition.

· In years when a Top-15 is announced onstage, all fifteen of the Top-15 contestants who are Quarter-Finalists will advance to compete in the Finals, starting out with only their Composite Scores on the Final Night of competition.

MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-15 Composite Scoring Process

Composite Scoring allows each judge to individually assess his/her overall opinion of each of the Top-15 (Quarter-Finalist’s) or Top-10 (Semi-Finalist’s) ability to fulfill the responsibilities and requirements of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.  The Composite Score accounts for 35% of the contestant’s score going into the Finals and is scored on a scale of 6-10 using whole numbers only, with the high and low scores dropped by the Auditors.
MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-15 Composite Scoring Process - Announcing a Top-15 On-Stage
· For Composite Scoring at the National Level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant, only the Judges, MAOTeen National Judges Consultant, Auditors, and members of the Judging Committee are present.
· Only the judges who took part in judging the Preliminary Night Competitions and Private Interview give Composite Scores to the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists.
· The Composite Scoring procedures are explained to the judges and time is allowed for them to ask any questions.  The intention is for judges to fully understand the process BEFORE it begins.
· Once the Composite Scoring procedure begins, judges and all pageant officials remain silent.
· Judges are instructed to have all of their own notes available for their own review.
· The judges do not discuss any of the contestants prior to or during this process.
· When everyone is ready to begin, the MAOTeen National Judges Consultant reads the first contestant’s name, number, and title aloud.
· The first contestant’s name in the Top-15 and title is read aloud in Top-15 competition order, if competition order is available.  If competition order is not available, names are read in random order.  The list is never read in the order from highest preliminary points to lowest preliminary points (or vice versa).

· After the name is announced, the composite score sheet with the contestant’s name on it is handed to each judge.
· The Judges then each have up to one minute to silently review their notes for that Quarter-Finalist.
· Each judge silently awards that Quarter-Finalist a score on a scale from 6 to 10 evaluating her overall ability to perform the duties and responsibilities required of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, based on the following:

A. Scoring Guide: Now that you have seen this contestant in all phases of competition, does she possess the skills, qualities, and attributes necessary to perform the responsibilities and duties of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
B. Criteria For Scoring: Considering the responsibilities and requirements presented to you during your judges’ orientation, evaluate the contestant’s overall performance in all phases of preliminary competition and whether or not she should be the MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN.  Does she have the ability to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Should she be MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Does she have a commitment as a role model who cares about her role and other young women’s roles in society?
· After the judge has placed the score on the first contestant’s Composite Ballot, it is folded in half, collected by the MAOTeen National Judges Consultant, and given to the auditor.
· After all of the Composite Ballots for the first contestant have been collected, the second name on the list is read.
· Each judge then reviews their notes, and then gives that contestant a Composite Score.
· The procedure is repeated until all 15 Quarter-Finalists have received a Composite Score.
· These Top-15 Quarter-Finalists are announced on-stage as the Top-15 Contestants.

After the Composite Scoring is completed, the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen judges proceed with the MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-15 Quarter-Finalists/ Top-10 Semi-Finalists Structured Discussion Overview and Mechanics process.
MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-15 Composite Scoring Process - Only Announcing a Top-10 On-Stage
· For Composite Scoring at the National Level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant, only the Judges, MAOTeen National Judges Consultant, Auditors, and members of the Judging Committee are present.
· Only the judges who took part in judging the Preliminary Night Competitions and Private Interview give Composite Scores to the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists.

· The Composite Scoring procedures are explained to the judges and time is allowed for them to ask any questions.  The intention is for judges to fully understand the process BEFORE it begins.
· Once the Composite Scoring procedure begins, judges and all pageant officials remain silent.
· Judges are instructed to have all of their own notes available for their own review.
· The judges do not discuss any of the contestants prior to or during this process.
· When everyone is ready to begin, the MAOTeen National Judges Consultant reads the first contestant’s name, number, and title aloud.
· The first contestant’s name in the Top-15 and title is read aloud in Top-15 competition order, if competition order is available.  If competition order is not available, names are read in random order.  The list is never read in the order from highest preliminary points to lowest preliminary points (or vice versa).
· After the name is announced, the composite score sheet with the contestant’s name on it is handed to each judge.
· The Judges then each have up to one minute to silently review their notes for that Quarter-Finalist.

· Each judge silently awards that Quarter-Finalist a score on a scale from 6 to 10 evaluating her overall ability to perform the duties and responsibilities required of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, based on the following:

A. Scoring Guide: Now that you have seen this contestant in all phases of competition, does she possess the skills, qualities, and attributes necessary to perform the responsibilities and duties of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
B. Criteria For Scoring: Considering the responsibilities and requirements presented to you during your judges’ orientation, evaluate the contestant’s overall performance in all phases of preliminary competition and whether or not she should be the MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN.  Does she have the ability to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Should she be MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Does she have a commitment as a role model who cares about her role and other young women’s roles in society?
· After the judge has placed the score on the first contestant’s Composite Ballot, it is folded in half, collected by the MAOTeen National Judges Consultant, and given to the auditor.
· After all of the Composite Ballots for the first contestant have been collected, the second name on the list is read.

· Each judge then reviews their notes, and then gives that contestant a Composite Score.

· The procedure is repeated until all 15 Quarter-Finalists have received a Composite Score.
· The Auditor now tallies all of the Composite Scores for each of the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists, discarding the highest and lowest Composite Scores given by the panel of judges to each Top-15 Quarter-Finalist.
· The ten Quarter-Finalists with the ten highest total Composite Scores becomes the Top-10 Semi-Finalists.
· These Top-10 Semi-Finalists are announced on-stage as the Top-10 Contestants.

After the Composite Scoring is completed, the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen judges proceed with the MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-15 Quarter-Finalists/ Top-10 Semi-Finalists Structured Discussion Overview and Mechanics process.  If only a Top-10 is being announced, then only the Top-10 Semi-Finalists are included in the Structured Discussion.
MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-15 Quarter-Finalists/Top-10 Semi-Finalists Structured Discussion Overview and Mechanics

· The Top-15/Top-10 Discussion does not take place until the Composite Scoring process is completed.
· The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization recognizes that Human Resource professionals rely on feedback from all of those involved in the hiring process.  The Judges are the “Human Resources” team, charged with “hiring” the new Chief Ambassador for the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen program.  The judges’ panel is being asked to “find” one of the primary representatives of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  Feedback from the judges is important in making this decision and the following rules are in place to facilitate this discussion.
MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-15/Top-10 Discussion Rules

Following the composite scoring of the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists, the judges are provided the opportunity to have a highly-structured meeting about all of the Top-15 or Top-10, if only Top-10 Semi-Finalists will be announced on stage.  Attendees at the meeting only include the Judges and the MAOTeen National Judges Consultant and proceeds as follows:
· The MAOTeen National Judges Consultant states the name of the first Contestant in the Top-15/Top-10 to be announced on stage.  The first judge has the opportunity to indicate a maximum of 2 strengths and 2 concerns he/she has regarding the contestant’s ability to perform the duties and responsibilities of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.  The next judge has the ability to indicate his/her strengths/concerns, and the process continues around the room until all judges have had the opportunity to speak about the first Top-15/Top-10 Contestant.  No judge is allowed to speak longer than 60 seconds.  No judge is allowed to indicate more than 2 strengths and 2 concerns.  This is not an open discussion - the listening judges may not comment on the speaking judge’s 2 strengths and 2 concerns.
· The MAOTeen National Judges Consultant then states the name of the 2nd Top-15/Top-10 Contestant.  This time the second judge leads off with his/her statements regarding this contestant and so forth.  This process continues until all of the judges have identified each of their maximum of 2 strengths and 2 concerns about all Top-15/Top-10 Contestants.
· The comments made by the judges are only focused on the description of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen’s duties and responsibilities and each contestant’s ability to fulfill those duties and responsibilities.  Before making his/her comments regarding the strengths and concerns, the judge considers each contestant’s ability to be the primary Teen Representative of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, as well as assess the contestant’s desire to actually want to perform the duties and her ability to be manageable in this position.
· If the judge currently speaking agrees with a previous judge’s comments, the speaking judge may simply say “I agree with…”
· Judges are prohibited from making comments regarding their scores or potential placement of any of the contestants.
· No one other than the MAOTeen National Judges Consultant and the judges are allowed to speak.
· The MAOTeen National Judges Consultant keeps the judges focused and does not allow them to stray from these explicit guidelines.  The purpose of this meeting is to allow the judges to potentially glean insight from their fellow judges.
· Examples of appropriate comments: “I see this contestant’s strengths to be that her talent is strong enough to represent the organization, and I believe that she will be able to connect to the audiences she meets during her year.  My concerns would be that I don’t believe her speaking ability is strong enough for the responsibilities of this position, and I don’t believe she really wants to or can do all of the speaking that is required in this position.”
· Examples of inappropriate comments: “I think her strength is her talent, I gave her my only 10 of the whole pageant, and I think she’s the only one who can win because of her ability to connect to audiences.  My two concerns are that I think her hair is the wrong color, and I would like to work with her on picking out better clothes…they were all the wrong style for her.  But, at the end of the day, she’s my winner.”
Decisions and/or discussions regarding placement among the judges are not allowed.
MAOTeen National Pageant - Top-5 Final Ballot

· If the Organization has chosen to announce a Top-15 for the Final Night of competition, the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists re-compete for the title of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.  
· The first competition on the Final Night will be Evening Wear/Onstage Question.  Those scores, added to the Composite Scores of the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists will determine the Top-10 Semi-Finalists, who will then compete in Talent and Lifestyle and Fitness.
· After the last On-Stage Competition is complete, the auditors determine the Top-5 Finalists based upon the total points of the young women competing.

· At this point, all points are discarded and each Top-5 Finalist has Zero Points.
· Each Judge is then given a Final Ballot.

· Each Judge lists the 5 Finalists in the order he/she believes they should finish in the competition.

· THE FINAL OUTCOME OF THE PAGEANT IS BASED SOLELY ON THE FINAL BALLOT POINTS.

· THE HIGH AND LOW SCORES ON THE FINAL BALLOT ARE NOT DROPPED.

· It is optional on the Final Night of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant to separately call out the “Final-5” contestants, or to name the Runners-up and Winner from the entire group of Top-10 Semi-Finalists.

· From time-to-time there is an Onstage Discussion with the Top-5 contestants.  Each of the judges has the option to factor this discussion into their Top-5 rankings, but the discussion itself is not a scored competition.

	August  MAOTeen National Finals Pageant - Final Ballot Scoring Values

	Placement
	Points Awarded

	1st Place
	10 Points

	2nd Place
	5 Points

	3rd Place
	3 Points

	4th Place
	2 Points

	5th Place
	1 Point


MAOTeen National Pageant - General Production Guidelines

Talent Competition - Guidelines and Requirements

· The time limit for talent presentation at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant is  in August 2013 remains at two (2) minutes.  Nothing longer will be accepted, and this will be strictly enforced!  Contestants should plan a performance that will not exceed this limit.  Judges will be informed immediately if a Contestant runs over her allotted time.  Each judge will then use this information to assist in determining his/her score of the Contestant’s talent competition.
· When creating talent presentations, you may not use original master works.  All audio elements must be original.
Talent Competition - Accompanying Oneself with Pre-recorded Music and Vocals

· A Contestant may pre-record herself as a back-up vocalist or instrumental accompanist and use that CD to accompany her live talent performance.  However, it cannot be announced to the judges that the accompaniment tape contains any performance by the Contestant.  She will be judged solely on what she is doing live, and no exceptions will be made to this.  A talent cannot be performed electronically (i.e., DVD) or with live accompaniment.
Talent Competition - Pre-recorded Music Enhancements

· Regardless of the talent performed, the background CD cannot have voices, instruments, or other noises which mimic the talent of the Contestant.
· For example: A vocalist may have background vocals with “oohs and aahs” but cannot have a CD containing any background lyrics or a voice singing the melody line for the Contestant to sing along with. 
· The same limitation exists for instrumentalists, dancers, and any other talent which could provide for an unfair advantage if a judge could not delineate from the talent on the track versus the live performance of the Contestant.
· For example: a tap dancer cannot have any noises on the background track that may resemble or sound like taps; an instrumentalist cannot have any noises or instruments on the background track that mimics or sounds like the instrument she is playing…even if it is not the exact instrument.  If it sounds like it may be a similar instrument, then the Contestant will not be able to use the background track for competition.
Talent Competition - Double Talents

· If a Contestant wishes to perform a double talent, e.g., singing and dancing, or singing and piano playing, she must perform both live on stage.  She will only be judged for what is performed live.  For example, if a Contestant dances to a pre-recorded CD of herself singing, she will only be judged on her dancing.  If she sings on stage and performs a dance segment with it, she will be judged on both singing and dance.
Talent Competition - Talents Involving Original Work or Material

· Any Contestant who plans to present a talent act that involves prior original work on her part (e.g., own painting, dressmaking, music arrangement, song writing, dramatic reading, etc.), must have notarized authentication that she created the work if she wishes to receive credit for the work.  The MAOTeen national office will require this authentication.  This responsibility rests with the Contestant and her State Teen Director.
Talent Competition - Duplication of Talents

· At the national level there can be no duplication of a talent act among the Contestants.  Priority of talents is determined on a first-come, first-serve basis.  There are specific requirements to determine who will be considered first with her music request which are detailed in the Production Guidelines forwarded to the State Teen Directors each year.
Talent Competition - Vocal Medley Duplication of Talents

· At the national level a Contestant may not include in a vocal medley the same song another Contestant is planning to sing as a solo or as part of a different medley.  The same song, though, may be played on a musical instrument by a second Contestant or used as accompaniment for a dance.
Talent Competition - Props

· Any article brought on stage must actually be NEEDED.  Non-functional props tend to distract from the performance and are not allowed.
· No props will be permitted unless they are absolutely functional!
· No mood setters or background enhancers are allowed
· No props that imitate those used in a Broadway or screen version of your music are allowed
· No props that require excessively large stage areas and complicated setting up are allowed
· No use of motion pictures, slides or projection of any kind are allowed
· No live animals are allowed
· No props involving safety hazards such as fire batons, sword and/or knife twirling, bow and arrow skills, etc. are allowed
· No lighting enhancements are allowed
Optional Homecoming Celebration for Miss America’s Outstanding Teen

What Is a Homecoming Celebration?
The sponsoring state organization of the new Miss America’s Outstanding Teen may, at their discretion, give a Homecoming to acknowledge and celebrate the accomplishment of their Miss State’s Outstanding Teen becoming Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.  The Homecoming Celebration is also the time that the state organization typically officially recognizes, crowns, and celebrates the young woman who will assume the title of Miss “State’s” Outstanding Teen.

A Homecoming Celebration can be elaborate, or simple, or somewhere in-between.

Conducting a Homecoming Celebration is not required by the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  If a Homecoming is planned, then the dates and scheduled time of the Homecoming Celebration must be coordinated through the MAOTeen national office to ensure Miss America’s Outstanding Teen’s availability since all appearances of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen are arranged and handled solely by and through the MAOTeen national office and the Tour Manager.
V.  MAOTeen State Pageants

MAOTeen State Pageant Forms 

Each year, the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization makes available to the State Teen Directors an online Judging Disk for State information and an online Judging Disk for Local information.  At a minimum, the following information is included on the disk for MAOTeen State Pageants: 
· Other Important Information and Documents: 
A. Highlights of Changes, Revisions, and Additions for the Upcoming Pageant Year
B. MAOTeen Resource Manual for the Upcoming Pageant Year Competitions
C. Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” (“State/Local Contestant Application and Contract”)
D. MAOTeen State Age/Education Eligibility Rules Chart for the Upcoming Pageant Year
E. MAOTeen State Guide for Preparing the MAOTeen State/Local Contestant Application and Contract for the Upcoming Pageant Year
F. MAOTeen State Academic Achievement Information Application

G. MAOTeen Contestant’s Resume Preparation Instructions for State Pageants

H. Sample Judges Resume for State Pageants

I. MAOTeen Platform Statement Preparation Instructions for State Pageants

J. Sample Platform Statement for State Pageants

· State Judging Process:
A. MAOTeen State Teen Judging Eligibility Rules

B. MAOTeen State Mechanics of Judging

C. MAOTeen State Judging Orientation Overview Suggestions

D. MAOTeen State Judges Affidavit

E. MAOTeen State Judges Worksheets

· State Score Sheets:
A. MAOTeen State Scholastic Achievement Score Sheet

B. MAOTeen State Private Interview Score Sheet

C. MAOTeen State Lifestyle and Fitness Score Sheet

D. MAOTeen State Talent Score Sheet

E. MAOTeen State Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Score Sheet

F. MAOTeen State Composite Score Sheet

G. MAOTeen State Final Ballot

H. MAOTeen State Judges Tie Breaker Selection Sheet

· State Scoring Guides:
A. MAOTeen State Scoring Guide for Single-Night and Prelim Nights of Multi-Night Pageants

B. MAOTeen State Composite Attributes Scoring Guide
C. MAOTeen State Final Night Scoring Guide for Multi-Night/Multi-Day Pageants

· State Auditor’s Information:
A. MAOTeen State Auditors Instructions

B. MAOTeen State Final Announcement Card

C. MAOTeen State Computer Tally Sheets

D. MAOTeen State Manual Tally Sheets

E. MAOTeen State Sick Judge Procedures

· To Access the State documents and Information:
1. Obtain the MAOTeen Resource Portal logon information from Kristin Black, MAOTeen Director of Operations

2. Access the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen website at www.maoteen.org
3. Place your cursor over the “Organization” link at the top of the home page

4. Select “State Resource Portal”
5. Enter the applicable User name

6. Enter the applicable Password

7. Select the “Judging Disk” link at the top of the screen
8. Select and download to your computer the applicable files listed under the “State Judging Disk” column
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Participation at the State Level

All teen contestants competing at the state level are required to complete a profile at the www.MAOTeen4Kids.org address regardless of whether or not they choose to help raise funds.  There is a clause in the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” that identifies this requirement.

Teens bring youthful exuberance and enthusiasm, plus a wide and new circle of friends and supporters with them when they participate in your state and local programs.  If encouraged to participate, we are sure that teens will embrace the program and bring tremendous benefits to all of the organizations involved with this effort.

Please ensure that each teen contestant who is competing at your state pageant correctly registers as a state contestant after winning her local teen title so that the dollars that are donated on behalf of her as a state contestant are properly applied to your state allocation.

The state teen titleholder who raises the most funds for the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals will be announced to the press, at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant, and in a national email blast to all of our subscribers.
The state programs receive 30% of all funds donated and collected by contestants who are competing at the state level.  Note: funds collected by these same contestants while they are competing at the local level are allocated back to the local organizations as potential scholarship funds.

These funds are allocated back to the state pageants as follows:

· The first step is to use the funds to reduce the MAOTeen National Pageant License Fee up to the amount of the annual MAOTeen National Pageant License Fee for the state representative to compete at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Pageant.  Please note, there is no “rollover to the next year of funds for reducing the MAOTeen National Pageant License Fee” for applying the allocation to the next year’s MAOTeen National Pageant License Fee.  For example, assume the 30% that your state received during 2012 was $1,550.  The MAOTeen National Pageant License Fee for 2012 was $1,250, so $1,250 of the $1,550 was applied to your state’s 2012 entry fee, resulting in a net entry fee payment for your state of $0 for 2012.  The remaining $300 is only eligible to be considered for a scholarship (once it reaches the $500 minimum) and is not eligible to be applied toward your state’s 2013 MAOTeen National Pageant License Fee. 
· Remaining funds can be applied for by completing the CMNH Scholarship Form for reimbursement.  Reimbursement must be requested in $500 increments at the state level.

· States must award these funds as scholarships to an individual contestant who is competing at the state pageant.

· The scholarship awards at the state level will be distributed by Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. upon completion of the required paperwork.

· Funds remain in the state’s allocable scholarship fund for two years.  If the remaining amount does not reach the minimum increment of $500 by the end of the two year period, the remainder is forfeited by the state.

Requesting your state contestants to fundraise for CMNH and for the state organization can result in some financial benefits to your state.

In 2010, the allocation of CMNH funds to the Miss Florida’s, Miss Louisiana’s, and Miss Maryland’s Outstanding Teen Programs resulted in their MAOTeen licensing fee being $0.

In 2011, the allocation of CMNH funds to the Miss California’s, Miss Louisiana’s, Miss Maryland’s, and Miss South Carolina’s Outstanding Teen Programs led to those states paying $0 for their MAOTeen licensing fee.

In 2012, the allocation of CMNH funds raised by teens resulted in the MAOTeen licensing fee being $0 for the following seven State Programs: Miss Illinois’ Outstanding Teen, Miss Missouri’s Outstanding Teen, Miss Oklahoma’s Outstanding Teen, Miss Pennsylvania’s Outstanding Teen, Miss South Carolina’s Outstanding Teen, Miss South Dakota’s Outstanding Teen, and Miss West Virginia’s Outstanding Teen.  The Miss Louisiana’s Outstanding Teen Program only paid $123.00.  So states are encouraged to motivate your local and state contestants to assist with raising funds.

How is the State 30% Portion Calculated?

60% of all funds collected on behalf of teen contestants competing at state pageants are donated back to the Miss America Organization, Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, and the State Organizations.
Assume $4,000 is collected in donations by your state teen contestants:
CMNH Portion =
$4,000 X 40% = $1,600

State Portion =
$4,000 X 30% = $1,200

MAO Portion =
$4,000 X   5% = $   200

MAOTeen Portion =
$4,000 X 25% = $1,000
CMNH Funds Frequently Asked Questions

Question 1:
Our state has $600 dollars available in the fund to request the CMNH scholarship.  Does that mean that it can only be taken in increments of $500?  Will we have to wait until we receive more CMNH fundraising dollars to collect the remaining $100?

Answer: Yes.  Scholarship funds may only be requested in $500 increments to award a scholarship at the state pageant.  There is another option whereby you can continue accruing the funds up to $1,000 at which time you can request the entire $1,000.  You have up to two years to request any funds in increments of $500 for state pageants, otherwise the funds are forfeited.

Question 2:

Must we award the $500 to our state winner, or can it be awarded to a local titleholder?  The application asks for the state and title of the recipient.  Can we divide the $500 up and award it to several teens?
Answer: Although we recommend that you award it to your state winner, you also have the option to award it to another contestant who is competing at your state pageant.  The requirement is that the entire amount must be awarded to one contestant who is competing at your state pageant.  The requirement for awarding the local scholarship is very similar.  The scholarship must be awarded to a contestant competing in that local pageant.

Question 3:

Can the scholarship be awarded based on our state rules or must it be awarded at the state level based on the MAOTeen guidelines?  Our state grants a lot of cash scholarships.
Answer: The scholarship must be awarded based on the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. scholarship guidelines.  As such, the MAOTeen Organization cannot honor cash scholarships.  The recipient must apply for the payment of this scholarship the same way she would apply for a scholarship received at the National Level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant and under the same guidelines.

Ideas to Help Start the Fundraising:

· Place a decorative jar in a local dress shop, hair salon, or convenience store asking for change donations.

· Schedule an autograph signing at a local boutique or at sponsors’ locations and ask for change in exchange for signed photos.

· Hold a dog washing event and charge “per pooch”.

· Hold a car wash with titleholders to wash the cars.

· Place collection jars or boxes in parents’ company offices or reception areas.

· Work with a local restaurant to donate a portion of the profits from each meal to the CMNH/MAOTeen fundraiser and agree to sign autographs throughout the day of the event.
· Ask friend to give up buying expensive coffees for a week and instead donate the money to this worthy cause.

· Sell homemade cakes and cupcakes with the help of your local church following a service or bible study.

· Gather your friends and hold a garage sale.

· Do anything that can raise funds … and most of all … have fun doing it!
No matter how big or small your fundraising efforts may be, whatever amount is raised will be going toward making a difference.
MAOTeen Application and Contract for Participation in the State/Local Competitions of the MAOTeen Program

Each Local Pageant contestant is required to complete the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” (“State/Local Contestant Application and Contract”) before entering each Local Pageant.  Each State Pageant contestant must also complete the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract before entering each State Pageant.  See the online Judging Disk for State information and the online Judging Disk for Local information on the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Portal for the most current version of the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.
Two guides have been prepared to assist contestants with completing the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  A guide exists for contestants competing on the local teen level and a separate guide is available for contestants competing on the state teen level.  The guides explain the information that should be entered into most of the blank spaces of the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  The State/Local Contestant Application and Contract requires signatures and initials from the contestant and the contestant’s parent(s) or legal guardians and must be notarized in the applicable places of the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  See below for the minimum information and documents that are required to be submitted with the notarized State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  See the online Judging Disk for State information and the online Judging Disk for Local information on the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Portal for the most current version of each of the guides.
MAOTeen State/Local Minimum Required Contract Attachments

· Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition Contract (State/Local Contestant Application and Contract):

A. Attachment A - Supplemental Fact Sheet: This State/Local Contestant Application and Contract attachment identifies additional information about the contestant including, but not limited to the contestant’s: 

· Mailing address

· Email address

· Parents’/Legal guardians’ names

· etc.

B. Attachment B - Emergency Information Form: This State/Local Contestant Application and Contract attachment identifies medical information about the contestant including, but not limited to the contestant’s: 

· Who to call in case of an emergency while the contestant is at the State or Local pageant

· Medical insurance company

· Name and policy number of the medical insurance company

· Contestant’s blood type

· Contestant’s family physician

· Medications the contestant is taking

· Any known physical problems

· etc.

C. Attachment C - Scholarship Rules: This State/Local Contestant Application and Contract attachment is blank.  Each State/Local must include as Attachment “C” the guidelines and rules for using scholarships that are awarded at the State/Local level as well as the rules and limitations for reimbursable expenses and how to request reimbursement.  At a minimum, the scholarship rules should include, but not be limited to: 

· The purpose of the scholarship
· The amount of the scholarship that will be awarded
· When the contestant is eligible to receive the scholarship
· The eligibility requirements to receive the scholarship
· Time period to request the scholarship
· Scholarship usage

· Requesting usage of scholarships

· Requests for computer equipment

· Other educational expenses

· Reimbursement guidelines

· Priority of level of scholarship usage

· Usage for current expenses

· Usage for future expenses and forfeitures
D. Additional Attachments - States and Locals may have additional minimum requirements of their choosing.  These should be included as additional attachments to the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization’s recommendation is to ensure that all additional attachments require the signatures (or at a minimum, the initials) of the contestant and her parent/guardian, and the date they sign the attachment.

MAOTeen State Pageant Scholarships

Each MAOTeen State Pageant is required to have written scholarship rules for contestants competing at the State Level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.  Rules must include the guidelines and rules for using scholarships that are awarded at the state level as well as the rules and limitations for reimbursable expenses and how to request reimbursement.  These rules must be included as Attachment “C” and must be signed by the contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian as part of the Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition.  At a minimum, the scholarship rules should include, but not be limited to: 

· The purpose of the scholarship
· The amount of the scholarship that will be awarded
· When the contestant is eligible to receive the scholarship
· The eligibility requirements to receive the scholarship
· Time period to request the scholarship
· Scholarship usage
· Requesting usage of scholarships
· Requests for computer equipment
· Other educational expenses
· Reimbursement guidelines
· Priority of level of scholarship usage
· Usage for current expenses
· Usage for future expenses and forfeitures

The most recent version of the Application for Disbursement of MAOTeen Scholarship Funds is located at www.maoteen.org under the Scholarships tab and is dated 10.11.  Below are the some of the highlights of the Application for Disbursement of MAOTeen Scholarship Funds document:

Highlights of the Application for Disbursement of MAOTeen Scholarship Funds Document

· A contestant must begin using National scholarship funds within one year of high school graduation.  Since high school graduation dates vary across the country, MAOTeen uses the date of May 31 as the “high school graduation date” for all contestants regardless of the contestant’s actual calendar date of high school graduation.

· If there is no activity in the scholarship recipient’s MAOTeen scholarship account within one year of the high school graduation date, all scholarship funds for a contestant will be forfeited.  As a reminder, MAOTeen uses the date of May 31 as the “graduation date” for all contestants regardless of the contestant’s actual calendar date of high school graduation.

· Scholarships are available for four (4) years from the high school graduation date (of May 31) as long as other eligibility for the scholarships is met.  Restrictions do apply.  See Attachment B of the National Contestant Application and Contract.

· All tuition statements submitted must be for the “current semester”.  Because of IRS regulations, MAOTeen is unable to pay past or future tuition expenses.

· Scholarship recipients are required to complete the Application for Disbursements of MAOTeen Scholarship Funds and also required to attach all required documentation for payment of all scholarships.  No exceptions are made without the consent of the MAOTeen Scholarship Committee.
· No Application for Disbursements of MAOTeen Scholarship Funds requests will be accepted via email or fax without the consent of the MAOTeen Scholarship Chairman.
· Scholarship Recipients must allow 30 days from the time the Scholarship Committee receives the request and required documentation for payments to be processed and paid.
· A letter from the scholarship recipient requesting the payment of the scholarship to her university or college is required.
· All scholarship payments are payable directly to the college or university.
· The initial request must be accompanied by a letter from the State Teen Executive Director stating that all state and local scholarship money has been paid.  (This letter is only required once.  It will be held in the contestant’s file as proof that she has used all of the local and state scholarship monies.)
· The National funds will be forfeited by the contestant if the contestant forfeits any funds from the state and/or local level.
· Only original receipts for reimbursable expenses will be accepted…no exceptions!!
· Meal plans are payable if the contestant is:
A. Living on Campus

B. Board is Covered

C. She is a full-time student
· A letter of potential tax implications will be sent to the recipient if the total cash disbursements are greater than $600 in one calendar year.

· Please ensure you, your state MAOTeen titleholder, any other recipients of scholarship awards from the National office, and the recipients’ parents or legal guardians understand the Application for Disbursement of MAOTeen Scholarship Funds rules.  If there are any questions, please contact the MAOTeen national office.
Review Attachment B of the National Contestant Application and Contract for Complete National Scholarship Rules and Regulations
Scholastic Achievement Application Form Submittal at the National Level

All Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State Representatives are required to submit this form if she is to be scored in this competition at the MAOTeen Pageant in August.  A few reminders:

· All required documentation, including the notarized Scholastic Achievement Competition Form, must be included when submitted.
· All Scholastic Achievement forms and required documentation for MAOTeen State Representatives must be in the MAOTeen national office no later than July 1st, not postmarked on July 1st.  No exceptions!  Send these forms and required documentation to the national office using a delivery service where you can track the status of the package delivery to ensure the information arrives no later than the deadline.  For example, send the package of information via UPS, FedEx, or a US Postal service that tracks the package.
· Failure to comply with the above requirements will result in Miss State’s Outstanding Teen receiving “0” points in the Scholastic Achievement competition category, which currently accounts for 10% of her total preliminary competition score.
Minimum Number of Contestants

You must have at least three (3) contestants in your State teen pageant in order to conduct the pageant.  There are no exceptions to this minimum number of contestants rule.
Contestant Eligibility - MAOTeen State Pageants
To compete at any level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program, a potential contestant must never have competed in any of the National Finals of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.

To be eligible to compete in a  MAOTeen Local or State pageant, the contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must agree to and comply with the following Age/Education Eligibility Rules, Residency Rules, Citizenship, Language, Other Personal Characteristics, Contractual and Other Obligations, Minimum Documentation Rules, and any special requirements of the State or Local Organization (refer to the current “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” for more detailed requirements):

Age/Education Eligibility Rules to Compete in a 2013 MAOTeen Pageant

· Contestants must be a minimum of thirteen (13) years of age on the first day of the 2013 State Outstanding Teen competition.  For example, if the Private Interview competition is the first competition category at the state pageant, then the contestant must be a minimum of 13 years of age by the date of the Private Interview competition.
· Contestants can be no older than 17 years of age as of July 31, 2013
· Contestants must not be eligible to compete on the Miss level in the Miss America Program at any point during the current Pageant Year.  (For example, if a contestant turns 17 years of age on the last day that a local Miss pageant is being held in her state, and will be graduating in the Spring…and she chooses to not compete or is unable to compete in that competition for any reason other than eligibility, then she is still “eligible” to compete on the Miss level and is therefore ineligible to compete in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program)
· Exceptions to the Age/Education Rules are not allowed.
Age/Education Eligibility Chart to Compete in a 2013 MAOTeen Pageant

This Age/Education Eligibility Chart is for 2013 Local and State Pageants that lead up to the crowning of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2014 that will be held in August 2013.  This Age/Education Eligibility Chart is updated annually for the following year’s competition.
Although additional eligibility rules exist with which contestants must comply, the table below is designed to assist with determining the eligibility for a contestant to compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State or Local Pageant, based upon the Age/Education eligibility rules of the Miss America and Miss America’s Outstanding Teen organizations:

	Age/Education Chart for Eligibility to Compete in 2013 MAOTeen State/Local Pageants (2)

	Age as of MM/DD/YYYY (3)
	Age as of the End of the School Year - Spring 2013
	School Classification - Spring 2013
	Age as of July 31, 2013
	Eligible for 2013 Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Pageant
	Eligible for 2013 Miss State Local “Miss” Scholarship Pageant at Age 17

	12
	12
	N/A
	12 (1)
	No (1)
	No

	12
	12
	N/A
	13 (1)
	Yes (1)
	No

	17
	17
	Junior
	17
	Yes
	No

	16
	17
	Junior
	17
	Yes
	No

	16
	16
	Senior (4)
	16
	Yes
	No

	16
	16
	Senior (4)
	17
	Yes
	No

	17
	17
	Senior (5)
	18
	No
	Yes

	17
	17
	Senior (5)
	17
	No
	Yes

	17
	17
	Junior
	18
	No
	No

	17
	18
	Junior
	18
	No
	No

	18
	18
	Junior
	18
	No
	No


(1) Eligible if the contestant reaches 13 years of age by the first day of the 2013 Miss State’s Outstanding Teen competition.

(2) This chart represents eligibility based on a potential contestant’s Age and Education.  There are other eligibility requirements and rules including: Residency, Citizenship, Other Personal Characteristics, Contractual and Other Obligations, and any special requirements of the Local or State Organization.  Refer to the current MAOTeen Application and Contract for Local and State Pageants for more detailed requirements.
(3) The last day that a local Miss pageant may be conducted in the State.

(4) In this case the contestant could also be a high school graduate or have received her GED
(5) In this case the contestant must graduate from high school or receive her GED by the end of the Spring 2013 school year.

Residency Rules to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant 

All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing:
· Contestants must reside in or be enrolled in, and attending classes on a full-time basis in an accredited public, private, or homeschooling program with passing scores (passing scores as determined by state accreditation score) in academic and citizenship grades.

· A contestant must be a resident of the state in which she is competing for a minimum of six (6) months prior to the first day of her competition.  In states that conduct Local competitions, the residency requirement is a minimum of six (6) months prior to the first day of her Local competition.  If she is competing in a state that either does not have Local teen competitions or that allows contestants to compete at the State pageant as an “At Large” contestant and if she did not win a title at an “official” Local Miss America’s Outstanding Teen pageant, then she must have resided in that state for at least six (6) months prior to the first day of the State pageant competition.
· A contestant must have completed a minimum of one full semester as a full-time student prior to the first day of competition if she is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state based upon her status as a student in that state.  If the contestant is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state because she is a full-time student in that state, she must be physically attending classes in that state to be eligible to compete in that state.  If the contestant is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state because she is a full-time student in that state, then she must attach the following to her Contestant Contract:

· Proof of current enrollment
· Proof that she has successfully completed at least one semester as a full-time student (transcripts)
· Proof that she physically attends classes in the state in which she is competing
· Exceptions to the Residency Rules are not allowed.
Homeschooled Students

Homeschooled students are permitted to participate in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program provided they supply the proper documentation.  Please see Part B of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen - Scholastic Achievement Information, Scholastic Achievement Competition Application Form for further details at the State and National Levels.
As required in Section 2.3.3 of the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract, she must attach documentation showing her current grade ranking according to her homeschool certification and her state’s requirements concerning homeschooling.
 

Citizenship Requirements to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant

All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing.  Paragraphs in both the National Contestant Application and Contract and the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract state “I am a citizen of the United States of America”.  A photocopy of the contestant’s birth certificate is one of the required documents for all contestants and is usually adequate to prove that the contestant is a citizen of the United States of America.  If the contestant only has a foreign birth certificate, then she must also produce a photocopy of at least one of the following documents to be eligible to compete in a MAOTeen Local or State pageant, or the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant:

· Official Birth Certificate issued by a U.S. state, jurisdiction or territory (Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, Swain's Island, Guam);
· U.S. Government-issued Certified Birth Certificate;
· U.S. Certificate of Birth Abroad (DS-1350 or FS-545);
· Report of Birth Abroad of a Citizen of the U.S. (FS-240);
· Valid or expired U.S. Passport;
· Certificate of Citizenship (N560 or N561);
· Certificate of Naturalization (N550, N570 or N578);
· U.S. Citizen Identification Card (I-197, I-179);
· INS I-551 Permanent Resident Alien Card;
· Foreign passport stamped by the U.S. Government indicating that the holder has been “Processed for I-551”;
· Permanent resident Re-entry Permit (I-327);
· Temporary I-551 stamp on Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record, with photograph of applicant;
· U.S. Department of Receptions and Placement Program Assurance Form (Refugee) and I-94 stamped refugee;
Language Requirements to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant

· All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing.  Paragraphs in both the National Contestant Application and Contract and the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” states “Most of the business that is conducted by Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen, and Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen representatives is conducted in English; therefore I understand that I am required to speak fluent English to perform my duties”.
Personal Characteristics to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant

To compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Pageant, contestants and their parent(s)/legal guardian must certify to the following personal characteristics:

· She has always been a female
· She is not and has never been married
· She is not now pregnant and has never been pregnant
· She is not an adoptive parent of any child

· She is of good moral character and has not been involved at any time in any act of moral turpitude
· Other than minor or petty offenses, she has never been convicted of any criminal offense and there are no criminal charges presently pending against her.  She also must understand that she may make an appeal to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Chairman of the Board if criminal offenses/charges pending against her in her state are considered minor or petty offenses in another state.  The appeal must be presented to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Chairman of the Board through legal counsel of her choice.
· She has never performed any act or engaged in any activity or employment that is or could reasonably be characterized as dishonest, immoral, or indecent.

· She is in good health and can, to the best of her knowledge, participate fully in any Program activities activities without any outside assistance.  She must also understand that she must participate in and be judged in all phases of competition, which includes Talent, Lifestyle and Fitness, Evening Wear/On-Stage Question, Private Interview, and Scholastic Achievement and agree that all decisions of the judges are final and binding.

· She does not use or consume any illegal controlled dangerous substances or abuse the use of alcohol or other dangerous substances.
Contractual and Other Obligations

To compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Pageant, contestants and their parent(s)/legal guardian must agree to and confirm the following:
· Prior Contractual Commitments: Within the three (3) months before her participation in the first Local or State competition in which she competed this Pageant Year, and since that participation, she has not authorized any person, firm or corporation to use her name, photograph, picture, or present or future title that she holds or may hold, in connection with an endorsement to advertise any commercial product.  She is not a party to any contract with any person, firm or corporation in respect to any present title that she holds or may hold, nor has she made any commitments for the future regarding any such titles.  She does not have any legal obligations that would prevent or limit her participation and appearances in the Local, State, or National Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant or, if selected as Miss Local’s, State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, in the Year of Service, or her compliance with the rules, regulations and conditions of the Program.
· Other Competitions: If she is selected as a Local titleholder, but is not selected as Miss State’s or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, she agrees to continue holding the title of Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen until her successor is selected or appointed.  She agrees that during her service in that role she will not associate in any way with, promote, or become a contestant or participant in any other local, state, national or international competition or preliminary competition of a similar nature to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.  She also represents that, since she entered the preliminary rounds of the competition for the title of Miss Local, State, or America’s Outstanding Teen, she has not been a contestant or participant in any other national or international competition or preliminary competition of a similar nature to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.
· Use of the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen or MAOTeen Titles, Words and Symbols: After the conclusion of her Year of Service, if she is advised by the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization that, in its sole and exclusive judgment, her use of any of the titles, words or symbols (including crown and sash) associated with MAOTeen and the Program has caused or is reasonably likely to cause harm to the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, she agrees to discontinue any such use immediately.  She also agrees to understand and agree that the judgment of the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization or MAOTeen shall be final and binding.
· Attorney Review of Application and Contract: The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must sign that they have been given sufficient opportunity to review the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” and its attachments, including the Supplemental Fact Sheet (Attachment A); the Emergency Information Form (Attachment B); the Scholarship Rules and Regulations (Attachment C); and any other attachments identified by the local or state organization.  They must also certify that they have had the opportunity to consult with an attorney of their own choosing, if desired, to give them legal advice with regard to the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must also sign that they understand that the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract is a legal document and that if they sign and submit it to the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization and it is accepted, it will create legal obligations that will be binding on them.
· Changes in Circumstances: The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must certify that they understand and agree that if, at any time after they file the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract or National Contestant Application and Contract with the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, whether before or during the competition or, if she is selected as Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, during her Year of Service, any of the facts stated in the Contestant Contracts or attachments should change, they have the obligation to report any such change in writing immediately to the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  They also sign that if they fail to do so, the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization may, in its sole discretion, determine to limit or prevent the contestant’s participation in the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen competition or to terminate her Year of Service as Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.
Minimum Required Documents - MAOTeen State Pageants
· Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition (“State/Local Contestant Application and Contract”) (notarized), including:

A. Attachment A - Supplemental Fact Sheet

B. Attachment B - Medical Information

C. Attachment C - State Scholarship Rules

· Photocopy of Birth Certificate

· Official Grades/Transcripts from the institution overseeing contestant’s education that must show:
A. Grades for the past academic school year

B. Courses in which enrolled for the past academic year

C. Indication of Honors, Advanced, AP, or IB courses, if applicable
D. Report Cards [for 7th or 8th Grade Students, only]

· Contestant’s Resume that includes a minimum of the following information for each contestant:
A. Name (The contestant’s name as she wishes the judges to know it)
B. Title (The contestant’s Local title if applicable)
C. Home Town (The contestant’s hometown including the city and the state)
D. Education (List the contestant’s most recent school first and all schools attended, e.g., high school, junior high, elementary, etc., as applicable)
E. Platform Issue (This is only the title of the contestant’s platform. Do not enter anything other than the title)
F. Scholastic/Career Ambition (Enter the type of degree/education the contestant would ultimately like to achieve and beneath that, list her career ambition)
G. Talent (Enter the type of talent and specific selection, e.g., Pop Vocal - “Rolling in the Deep”, by Adele, Tap Dance - “Boogie, Woogie Bugle Boy”, etc.)
H. Scholastic Honors 
I. Leadership Roles

J. Accomplishments

K. Interesting Facts

L. Marketing Plan (In sentence form, the contestant should explain how she would market the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen “brand”.  Include any relevant experience she has which may uniquely qualify her to serve in the position of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen.  A portion of the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen’s duties and responsibilities description may include marketing the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen program to potential sponsors, educational institutions, and organizations.)
M. Legacy (This should be typed in sentence form.  The contestant should write what her legacy, as Miss State’s Outstanding Teen will be.  This statement should answer the question, “A year after giving up her title as Miss State’s Outstanding Teen, what will people remember about her year of service?”)
N. Why I should be Miss State’s Outstanding Teen (The contestant should explain to the judging panel why she should be selected Miss State’s Outstanding Teen and, more importantly, why she should be selected Miss State’s Outstanding Teen this year.
· Platform Issue Statement (The contestant should discuss her personal platform issue.  In addition, she should indicate how she will further the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Program and the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program “brand” to the public)
· Scholastic Achievement Competition Form and required attachments

Note: Some State Pageants may have additional minimum documentation requirements.
Competition Categories - MAOTeen Single-Night/Preliminary Nights State Pageants
 MAOTeen State Judging Categories and Percentages

As stated in the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract, all State Contestants must compete in all phases of competition at the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Pageant.

The table below identifies the judging categories and the applicable percentages for each category depending upon how the MAOTeen State Pageant Onstage Competition is conducted.  For this purpose, the definition for “Multi-Night/Multi-Day” indicates that contestants are divided into more than one group so that at any given competition, all contestants compete in some categories, but not in all categories.  Note: “Multi-Night/Multi-Day” pageants are required to have their judges silently give composite scores to each of the Top-10/Top-15 contestants at the conclusion of the preliminary competitions.  This is not optional.  See the MAOTeen State Multi-Night/Multi-Day Pageants section of this document for additional information.

Example #1: Assume contestants are divided into Group A and Group B.  Group A competes in Lifestyle and Fitness and Evening Wear/On-Stage Question in the morning, and Group B competes in Talent in the morning.  Then in the afternoon, Group B competes in Lifestyle and Fitness and Evening Wear/On-Stage Question, and Group A competes in Talent.  The Finals competition is held that night or on a day following the initial competition.  This would be considered a “Multi-Night/Multi-Day” competition.

Example #2: Assume contestants are divided into Group A and Group B.  Group A competes in Lifestyle and Fitness and Evening Wear/On-Stage Question on Thursday evening, and Group B competes in Talent on Thursday evening.  Then on Friday evening, Group B competes in Lifestyle and Fitness and Evening Wear/On-Stage Question, and Group A competes in Talent.  The Finals competition is held on Saturday afternoon or evening.  This would be considered a “Multi-Night/Multi-Day” competition.

Example #3: Assume all contestants compete as a single group in all competition categories on one day or on multiple days.  The Runners-up and the new Titleholder is announced from this single group of contestants.  This would be considered a “Single-Night/Single-Day” competition.  Note: Effective with 2012 State Pageants, announcing a Top-10 and a Top-5 for Single-Night MAOTeen State Pageants is optional.  Before 2012, separately calling out a Top-10 or a Top-5 for Single-Night MAOTeen State Pageants was prohibited.  Prior to 2012, the Runners-up and the Winner of Single-Night MAOTeen State Pageants had to be called from the entire group of contestants.
 
	2013 MAOTeen State Pageants - Judging Categories and Percentages

	Competition Category
	Multi-Night /Multi-Day Onstage Preliminary Competitions Percentage
	Multi-Night /Multi-Day Onstage Finals Competitions Percentage
	Single-Night /Single-Day Onstage Competitions Percentage

	Private Interview
	25%
	N/A
	25%

	Composite Attributes Score
	N/A
	35%
	N/A

	Scholastic Achievement
	10%
	N/A
	10%

	Lifestyle & Fitness
	10%
	15%
	10%

	Talent
	35%
	35%
	35%

	Evening Wear/On-Stage Question
	20%
	15%
	20%

	Final Ballot
	N/A
	Yes
	Yes


 
The Role of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen

Miss State’s Outstanding Teen will have many roles during her year of service.  She will represent her State Organization, the National Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, the young women she competed with, and all young people her age, as well as promoting her chosen Platform Issue and acting as an ambassador for the official National Platform of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program, the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.  In addition, she must prepare to compete at the MAOTeen National competition in Orlando.  She must accept these responsibilities by always conducting herself in an “Outstanding” manner.

Miss State’s Outstanding Teen may be called upon to appear at a variety of functions throughout her state, where she will be asked to speak, possibly perform her talent, and interact with people of all ages.  At all of these appearances, she must be gracious, well spoken, attractive and well groomed in an age-appropriate way, approachable and friendly in order to meet the public’s expectation of a titleholder.  She must also set an example of someone who has passion and initiative regarding her personal platform, as well as knowledge about the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals, and she should be able to speak with authority and enthusiasm for both.

Miss State’s Outstanding Teen must also conscientiously prepare to compete for the National title of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.  She should consider her preparation her duty to represent all the young women in her state to the absolute best of her ability.  She must make the time in her busy life to hone her skills in Interview, Talent, and Evening Wear presentations, as well as keep up a healthy lifestyle and fitness program.  She should be sure her National paperwork is thoroughly and correctly completed, and submitted on time.  She must be able to undertake all of these responsibilities while she continues to maintain her scholastic and extra-curricular achievements, and, of course, make time for enjoying her family and friends.

A Miss State’s Outstanding Teen’s Year of Service should be an exciting, busy, and important year in her life.  She is an exceptional, charismatic young woman who leaves an inspiring and enduring impression on everyone she meets.

General: Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Must Be:

· An Ambassador of the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization
· Well Spoken

· Attractive, with a Confident, Comfortable, and Commanding Presence
· Talented
· Intelligent and an Eloquent Communicator
· A Proven Achiever
· A Leader by Virtue of Her Accomplishments
· A Role Model Who Inspires and Relates to Young People
· A Role Model Who Cares About Her Community
· Committed to a Platform Issue of Broad Public Interest
· Able to Relate to Young People
· Outgoing and Approachable
· Reflective of Teens Her Age (she needs to be someone who appears to be a “Teen”)
· Contemporary in her style and fashion - a relatable and individual young woman who can connect with today’s modern teen
· Energetic, Charismatic, Outgoing
· Genuine, trustworthy, compassionate, patient, appreciative, dedicated
· Physically fit and emotionally ready to handle the duties and responsibilities
· Manageable and Flexible
· Enthusiastic About Working with Her Pageant Family
· Able to Understand that Her Year is What She Makes it
· Punctual
· A Teen with a Sense of Gratitude and Humility
· Able to completely understand her position and how important her actions are to the overall success of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program at the Local, State, and National levels
Private Interview - MAOTeen State Single-Night & Preliminary Nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions
 
	MAOTeen State Pageants - Private Interview Format

	Private Interview Segment
	MAOTeen State Pageant Private Interview Segment Duration

	Self Introduction
	N/A

	Discussion
	8 Minutes

	Closing Remarks
	N/A


MAOTeen State Pageant General Rules for Private Interview
· A podium must be used
· Interview begins with the introduction of Contestant
· Interview is eight (8) minutes, stopping at the 8:00 mark
Private Interview Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria
· Scoring in Private Interview:

A. The Private Interview phase of competition is an opportunity for the judges to learn as much as possible about the contestant - her personal qualities and attributes to be Miss State’s Outstanding Teen; her level of communication skills; her opinions and aspirations; her sense of accomplishment, poise, and presence as well as her ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the position judges have been requested to fill.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.

· Criteria for Scoring in Private Interview:

A. Overall “first impression”; exceptional communication skills including speech, vocabulary, and grammar; a confident and charismatic personality; ability to express and distinguish her beliefs; attractive and stylish in an age-appropriate manner; leadership and sense of accomplishment; and knowledge and understanding of her platform issue.  Can the judge envision the public, and especially young people, being positively impacted by meeting this young woman?
Lifestyle and Fitness - MAOTeen State Single-Night & Preliminary Nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions

Teens will compete in Lifestyle and Fitness, most likely wearing some type of aerobic/active wear clothing.  The decision on the contestants’ wardrobe for the Lifestyle and Fitness Competition at the MAOTeen State level is the states’ rights (i.e., each state makes this decision) as long as the wardrobe is in good taste and is not swimwear and does not “resemble” swimwear.

 
Lifestyle and Fitness Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria
· Scoring in Lifestyle and Fitness:

A. The Lifestyle and Fitness competition is designed to determine the level of fitness of the contestant and to obtain a glimpse into her daily routine and lifestyle.  The contestant’s drive, energy, and presence are to be likewise considered.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score. 
C. On preliminary nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions and on State Single-Night Pageants, Lifestyle and Fitness is strictly based upon the lifestyle and fitness the judges see onstage.   Only on the final night of Lifestyle and Fitness competition of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions are the responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen that were presented to the judges during their judges’ orientation considered as part of the scoring for Lifestyle and Fitness.  The responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen are not considered during the preliminary nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions or at State Single-Night Pageants.
D. Scoring Guide for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Lifestyle and Fitness:

A. Overall “first impression”; physically fit; dynamic presence and attractiveness; and sense of confidence and self-assurance.  Can she complete the presentation with vitality, energy, spirit, and charisma?  Does she meet the public’s expectation of a titleholder?
Talent - MAOTeen State Single-Night & Preliminary Nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions

The maximum time limit for Local and State Pageants remains at two (2) minutes through the 2013 Pageant Year.  The maximum time limit at Local and State Pageants will change to 90 seconds beginning with the 2014 Pageant Year.  Nothing longer should be accepted, and this time limit should be strictly enforced!  Contestants should plan a performance that will not exceed this time limit.  Judges should be informed immediately if a contestant exceeds the maximum time limit.  Each judge will then use this information to assist in determining his/her score of the contestant’s talent competition.

 
Talent Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria
· Scoring in Talent:

A. The Talent phase of competition provides an insight into the contestant’s preparatory and performance skills.  Consideration is given to whether the contestant’s talent selection fits these skills and her personality.  The Talent competition acknowledges the quality of the talent being presented, the technical skill level, and the stage presence of the contestant.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score. 
C. On preliminary nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions and on State Single-Night Pageants, Talent is strictly based upon the talent the judges see onstage.   Only on the final night of Talent competition of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions are the responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen that were presented to the judges during their judges’ orientation considered as part of the scoring for Talent.  The responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen are not considered during the preliminary nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions or at State Single-Night Pageants.
D. Scoring Guide for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Talent:

A. Overall “first impression”; technical skill level; entertainment value; interpretive ability; stage presence and on-stage personality; and total of all elements (music, costume, props, voice, choreography).  Will the judge be proud that he or she selected this young woman when she performs her talent if she is selected as the titleholder?  Did the judge enjoy the presentation?
Evening Wear/On-Stage Question - MAOTeen State Single-Night & Preliminary Nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions

The scoring category is a combined Evening Wear/On-Stage Question competition.
Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria
Single-Night State Pageants and Preliminary Nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competition - Evening Wear/On-Stage Question
· Scoring in Evening Wear/On-Stage Question for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions:
A. The Evening Wear/On-Stage Question phase of competition is designed for the judge to assess the contestant's beauty, poise, grace, and commanding stage presence, as well as for the contestant to make an on-stage statement of her interests, opinions, and aspirations in answer to a question selected for her.  One question will be asked and the judge is to consider the answer to the question.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Evening Wear/On-Stage Question for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions:

A. Overall “first impression”; sense of confidence, composure, and poise; personality and stage presence; walk, carriage, posture, and beauty; sense of style and age-appropriateness of the evening wear.  Does she take command of the stage by simply walking onto it?  Can she handle the pressure of speaking on stage in front of an audience?  Judges must give special attention to whether or not she answered the question she was asked, and did she have the ability to make the audience want to listen to her?  The contestant’s total look, grace, charm, and ability as a spokesperson and role model must be considered.
 
Scholastic Achievement - MAOTeen State Pageants
Scholastic Achievement Background
The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program’s Mission Statement emphasizes: We “promote scholastic achievement, creative accomplishment, healthy living and community involvement for America's teens.”

In keeping with the MAOTeen Program’s mission, the MAOTeen Organization believes that “scholastic achievement” must carry some weight in the judging process.  The MAOTeen Organization feels that scholastic achievement is simply “another piece of the puzzle” that must be in place to find “America’s Outstanding Teen” and is one of the topics in which many of our existing sponsors and potential sponsors have a great interest.  Because of the MAOTeen Organization’s commitment to the importance of “scholastic achievement”, the weighting of the Scholastic Achievement Competition Category increased from 5% to 10% at the August 2012 Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant and increases from 5% to 10% at all 2013 State Pageants.
The Scholastic Achievement competition category exists at the National and State Levels, but not at the Local Level.

Scholastic Achievement Competition
The Scholastic Achievement competition comprises:

· 10% of each contestant’s preliminary score for Single-Night State Pageants
· 10% of each contestant’s preliminary score before the Composite Attributes Ballot for Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants

Scholastic Achievement Competition Application Form
All contestants competing in MAOTeen State Pageants must complete the Scholastic Achievement Competition Form.

The Scholastic Achievement Competition Form has four parts as follows and includes separate requirements for homeschooled and non-homeschooled contestants:

· General Information

A. Contestant’s Name

B. Contestant’s Address

C. Contestant’s Planned Date of High School Graduation

D. etc.

· Part A - For Non-Homeschooled Students:
A. Name of School

B. School’s Address

C. Principal’s Name and Principal’s Contact Telephone Number

D. Grade Level

E. etc.

· Part B - For Homeschooled Students:
A. Grade Level

B. Number of Years Homeschooled

C. Name(s) of Curriculum(s) Used

D. Name of Curriculum Contact Person/School

E. Address of Curriculum Contact Person/School

F. Telephone Number of Curriculum Contact Person/School

G. Standardized Testing Taken Within the Past Year; or Subjects Taken, Curriculum, and Grade received (as applicable)

H. etc.

· Part C - Signatures and Notarization For All Contestants:
A. Part 1 - For Homeschooled Students

The Part 1 section is signed only by the parent or guardian of the homeschooled contestant.  Part 2 is only for the signature of the parent or guardian of non-homeschooled contestants.  This signature in Part 1 confirms that the contestant is homeschooled and that the information contained in and attached to the Scholastic Achievement Competition Form is a true and accurate representation of the contestant’s homeschool scholastic progress.  The parent’s or guardian’s signature must be notarized.

B. Part 2 - For Non-Homeschooled Students

The Part 2 section is signed only by the parent or guardian of the non-homeschooled contestant.  Part 1 is only for the signature of the parent or guardian of homeschooled contestants.  This signature in Part 2 confirms that the information contained in and attached to the Scholastic Achievement Competition Form is accurate and that information in the sealed documentation has not been tampered with or changed in any way.  The parent’s or guardian’s signature must be notarized.

Selection of Scholastic Achievement Judges
The judges for the Scholastic Achievement category for the MAOTeen State Pageants must: 

· Be a separate panel of Judges (different from the pageant competition panel of judges)

· Be a total of two (2) fewer than the number of on-stage competition judges (note: to ensure the correct weighting of the overall preliminary scores is applied correctly, it is imperative that you use this number of judges)
· Come from educational institutions and have a background in academia.  For example, these judges should be Teachers, Admissions Recruiters, Academics Deans, Registrars, Guidance Counselors, Faculty Members, etc.

· Come from both middle and high school, but not from college level, due to the wide age range of contestants

Information Sources to be Used by the Scholastic Achievement Judges
Prior to the competition, judges will be asked to review the following three documents from each contestant: 

· Official Report Card (for 7th and 8th grade students only), or Grade Transcript

A. The report card/transcript must come directly from the contestant's school in a sealed envelope

B. Documents for homeschooled students must come from the institution overseeing the contestant’s academic studies

C. The seal will be broken by the person who is designated by the MAOTeen National Finals Pageant Officials

D. The document will be copied for each Scholastic Achievement Judge

· Contestant’s Resume - copied for each judge

· Contestant’s Platform Statement - copied for each judge

The report cards/transcripts, Contestant’s Resume, and Contestant’s Platform Statement are confidential documents and their content is not to be shared with anyone, including the on-stage pageant competition panel of judges.

In addition, the Scholastic Achievement scores will not be shared with the on-stage pageant competition panel of judges.

Scholastic Achievement Judging Criteria
After reviewing each contestant’s official grade transcript (or report card for 7th or 8th grade students), resume, and platform statement, each Scholastic Achievement judge will give each contestant a score in a 1 to 10 point range using whole numbers only for their response to each of the following five questions.:

· Question #1: Based only on the student’s grade transcript or report card, score her academic position from 1 to 10.

· Question #2: Based on the total information provided for the student, score her overall academic position from 1 to 10.
· Question #3: Is this student taking Honors, AP, or IB courses?  If so, score her academic performance based on the grades she is receiving in these courses.  If she is not, score her overall grade performance from 1 to 10.
· Question #4: Does this student hold leadership positions and/or participate in extracurricular activities in her school or community?  Score her participation from 1 to 10.
· Question #5: Overall Score - Based on the previous 4 Questions and your total evaluation of this student, score her overall Scholastic Achievement from 1 to 10. 

The auditor will use the “Overall Score” score given by each judge as the contestant’s Scholastic Achievement Score.

Scholastic Achievement Sample Score Sheet - (See Next Page)
THE 20___ MISS ____________________________________ OUTSTANDING TEEN COMPETITION

AN OFFICIAL STATE COMPETITION OF THE MISS AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING TEEN ORGANIZATION

SCORE SHEET FOR USE AT ALL COMPETITIONS

SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT
GROUP ______
DATE ______
	NUMBER
	TITLE AND NAME OF CONTESTANT
	Q1

(1 -10)
	Q2

(1 -10)
	Q3

(1 -10)
	Q4

(1 -10)
	Q5

(Overall Score)

(1 - 10)
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	11
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	
	
	


                                              Signature of Scholastic Achievement Judge

SCORING IN SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT

The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program’s mission statement states that we “promote scholastic achievement, creative accomplishment, healthy living, and community involvement for America’s teens”.

Scholastic Achievement represents 10% of the contestant’s score.  After reviewing each contestant’s official grade transcript (or report card for 7th or 8th grade students), resume, and platform statement, give each contestant a score in a 1 to 10 point range using whole numbers only for your response to each of the following five questions.

Scoring Guide: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Outstanding = “10”.

CRITERIA FOR SCORING SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT

	Q1.  Based only on the student’s grade transcript or report card, score her academic position from 1 to 10.

Q2.  Based on the total information provided for the student, score her overall academic position from 1 to 10.

Q3.  Is this student taking Honors, AP, or IB courses?  If so, score her academic performance based on the grades she is receiving in these courses.  If she is not, score her overall grade performance from 1 to 10.
	Q4.  Does this student hold leadership positions and/or participate in extracurricular activities in her school or community?  Score her participation from 1 to 10.

Q5.  Overall Score - Based on the previous 4 Questions and your total evaluation of this student, score her overall Scholastic Achievement from 1 to 10.


If you make a change or erasure on your score sheet, please initial it.  When you have finished, submit your score sheet to the person indicated in other materials you have received.

( 2012 Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization - All rights reserved - Revised 09-30-2012; Effective with 2013 State Pageants


Competition Categories - MAOTeen Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants

Top-15/Top-10 Composite Score - MAOTeen State Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants are required to have their Judges silently give composite scores for each of the Top-10 contestants at the conclusion of the Preliminary Competition.
· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with more than 30 contestants have the option to elect whether Composite Scores will be given to the Top-10 or to the Top-15 contestants (based on total scores after Preliminary Competitions are completed).
· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with more than 30 contestants have the option to announce a Top-15 on-stage or just a Top-10.

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with 30 or less contestants do not have the option to elect whether Composite Scores will be given to the Top-10 or to the Top-15 contestants (based on total scores after Preliminary Competitions are completed).
· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with 30 or less contestants may only give Composite Scores to the Top-10 (based on total scores after Preliminary Competitions are completed).

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with 30 or less contestants do not have the option to announce a Top-15 on-stage and may only announce a Top-10.

· Single-Night State Pageants are not allowed to have their Judges give composite scores.

See the MAOTeen State Pageants - Composite Scoring and Mechanics section below.
Lifestyle and Fitness - MAOTeen State Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions

Teens will compete in Lifestyle and Fitness, most likely wearing some type of aerobic/active wear clothing.  The decision on the contestants’ wardrobe for the Lifestyle and Fitness Competition at the MAOTeen State level is the states’ rights (i.e., each state makes this decision) as long as the wardrobe is in good taste and is not swimwear and does not “resemble” swimwear.
 
Lifestyle and Fitness Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria - Final Night
· Scoring in Lifestyle and Fitness on the Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions:

A. The Lifestyle and Fitness competition is designed to determine the level of fitness of the contestant and to obtain a glimpse into her daily routine and lifestyle.  The contestant’s drive, energy, and presence are to be likewise considered.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 6 to 10 point range for the Final Night for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score. 
C. Only on the final night of Lifestyle and Fitness competition of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions are the responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen that were presented to the judges during their judges’ orientation considered as part of the scoring for Lifestyle and Fitness.  The responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen are not considered during the preliminary nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions or at State Single-Night Pageants.
D. Scoring Guide for the Final Night for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions: In this phase of competition, does this contestant possess the skills, qualities, and attributes to be the Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Lifestyle and Fitness on the Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions:

A. Overall “first impression”; physically fit; dynamic presence and attractiveness; and sense of confidence and self-assurance.  Can she complete the presentation with vitality, energy, spirit, and charisma?  Does she meet the public’s expectation of a titleholder?
Talent - MAOTeen State Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions
The maximum time limit for talent presentation at any level (National, State, and Local) of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition is two (2) minutes.  Nothing longer should be accepted, and this time limit should be strictly enforced!  Contestants should plan a performance that will not exceed this time limit.  Judges should be informed immediately if a contestant exceeds two (2) minutes.  Each judge will then use this information to assist in determining his/her score of the contestant’s talent competition.
 
Talent Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria - Final Night
· Scoring in Talent on the Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions:

A. The Talent phase of competition provides an insight into the contestant’s preparatory and performance skills.  Consideration is given to whether the contestant’s talent selection fits these skills and her personality.  The Talent competition acknowledges the quality of the talent being presented, the technical skill level, and the stage presence of the contestant.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 6 to 10 point range for the Final Night for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score. 
C. Only on the final night of Talent competition of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions are the responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen that were presented to the judges during their judges’ orientation considered as part of the scoring for Talent.  The responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen are not considered during the preliminary nights of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions or at State Single-Night Pageants.
D. Scoring Guide for the Final Night for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions: In this phase of competition, does this contestant possess the skills, qualities, and attributes to be the Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Talent on the Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions:

A. Overall “first impression”; technical skill level; entertainment value; interpretive ability; stage presence and on-stage personality; and total of all elements (music, costume, props, voice, choreography).  Will the judge be proud that he or she selected this young woman when she performs her talent if she is selected as the titleholder?  Did the judge enjoy the presentation?
Evening Wear - MAOTeen State Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions
On the Final Night of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition, the scoring category is a combined Evening Wear/On-Stage Question competition.
Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria - Final Night
· Scoring in Evening Wear/On-Stage Question on the Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions:

A. The Evening Wear/On-Stage Question phase of competition is designed for the judge to assess the contestant's beauty, poise, grace, and commanding stage presence, as well as for the contestant to make an on-stage statement of her interests, opinions, and aspirations in answer to a question selected for her.  One question will be asked and the judge is to consider the answer to the question.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 6 to 10 point range for the Final Night for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide for the Final Night for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions: In this phase of competition, does this contestant possess the skills, qualities, and attributes to be the Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Evening Wear on the Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions:

A. Overall “first impression”; sense of confidence, composure, and poise; personality and stage presence; walk, carriage, posture, and beauty; sense of style and age-appropriateness of the evening wear.  Does she take command of the stage by simply walking onto it?  Can she handle the pressure of speaking on stage in front of an audience?  Judges must give special attention to whether or not she answered the question she was asked, and did she have the ability to make the audience want to listen to her?  The contestant’s total look, grace, charm, and ability as a spokesperson and role model must be considered.
MAOTeen State Pageants - Mechanics of Composite Scoring/ Top-15/Top-10/Structured Discussion/Top-5 Final Ballot
Composite Scoring allows each judge to individually assess his/her overall opinion of each of the Top-15 (Quarter-Finalist’s) or Top-10 (Semi-Finalist’s) ability to fulfill the responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen.
MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-15/Top-10 Composite Score Highlights

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with more than 30 contestants have the option to elect whether Composite Scores will be given to the Top-10 or to the Top-15 contestants (based on total scores after Preliminary Competitions are completed).

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with more than 30 contestants have the option to announce a Top-15 on-stage or just a Top-10.

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with 30 or less contestants do not have the option to elect whether Composite Scores will be given to the Top-10 or to the Top-15 contestants (based on total scores after Preliminary Competitions are completed).

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with 30 or less contestants may only give Composite Scores to the Top-10 (based on total scores after Preliminary Competitions are completed).

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with 30 or less contestants do not have the option to announce a Top-15 on-stage and may only announce a Top-10.

· Single-Night State Pageants are not allowed to have their Judges give composite scores.

MAOTeen State Pageants - Eligibility for Announcing Top-15/Top-10 On-Stage

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants, regardless of the number of contestants in the pageant, are required to have their Judges silently give composite scores for each of the Top-10 (and in some cases have the option to give composite scores to the Top-15) contestants at the conclusion of the Preliminary Competition.

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with more than 30 contestants may announce a Top-15 on-stage only if Composite Scores were given to the Top-15.

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with more than 30 contestants who elect to only give Composite Scores to the Top-10, may only announce a Top-10 on-stage.

· Multi-Night/Multi-Day State Pageants with 30 or less contestants may only announce a Top-10 on-stage and may not announce a Top-15 on-stage.

· Single-Night State Pageants are not allowed to have their Judges give composite scores, but have the option of separately announcing the Top-10 Semi-Finalists.

MAOTeen State Pageants - Composite Scoring/Top-15/Top-10 Eligibility Matrix

	MAOTeen State Pageants - Composite Scoring/Top-15/Top-10 Eligibility Matrix

	
	Local MAOTeen Pageants
	Single-Night MAOTeen State Pageants
	Multi-Night/ Multi-Day MAOTeen State Pageants with 30 or Less Contestants
	Multi-Night/ Multi-Day MAOTeen State Pageants with More Than 30 Contestants
	Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant

	Top-15 Composite Scoring
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	Top-15 Announcement On-Stage
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	Top-10 Composite Scoring
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Top-10 Announcement On-Stage
	No
	Yes (Optional)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Calling Out 5 Finalists Before Announcing Runners-up and Winner
	No
	Yes (Optional)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-15 Composite Score Highlights

· The judges for the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Pageant will silently give composite scores to each of the Top-15 contestants who are Quarter-Finalists at the conclusion of all Preliminary Competitions, including Private Interview.

· In years when only 10 Semi-Finalists are announced onstage, the contestants with the 10 highest Composite Score totals will advance to compete in the Finals, starting out with only their Composite Scores on the Final Night of competition.

· In years when a Top-15 is announced onstage, all fifteen of the Top-15 contestants who are Quarter-Finalists will advance to compete in the Finals, starting out with only their Composite Scores on the Final Night of competition.

MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-15 Composite Scoring Process
Composite Scoring allows each judge to individually assess his/her overall opinion of each of the Top-15 (Quarter-Finalist’s) or Top-10 (Semi-Finalist’s) ability to fulfill the responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen.  The Composite Score accounts for 35% of the contestant’s score going into the Finals and is scored on a scale of 6-10 using whole numbers only, with the high and low scores dropped by the Auditors.
Two options exist with the Top-15 Composite Scoring.  The primary differences between the two options relates to: 
A. whether or not a Top-15 or a Top-10 will be announced on-stage, and
B.  the steps in the process for the Quarter-Finalists/Semi-Finalists Discussion
Option #1 Top-15 Composite Scoring Process - Announcing a Top-15 On-Stage
· When Composite Scoring occurs, only the Judges and necessary Pageant Officials should be present.
· The Composite Scoring procedures should be explained to the judges and time should be allowed for them to ask any questions.  The intention is for judges to fully understand the process BEFORE it begins.
· Once the Composite Scoring procedure begins, judges and all pageant officials must remain silent.
· Judges should be instructed to have all of their own notes available for their own review.
· The judges must not discuss any of the contestants prior to or during this process.
· When everyone is ready to begin, the designated Miss State’s Outstanding Teen pageant official should read the first contestant’s name, number, and title aloud.
· The first contestant’s name in the Top-15 and title is read aloud in Top-15 competition order, if competition order is available.  If competition order is not available, names are read in random order.  The list is never read in the order from highest preliminary points to lowest preliminary points (or vice versa).
· After the name is announced, the composite score sheet with the contestant’s name on it should be handed to each judge.
· The Judges then each have up to one minute to silently review their notes for that Quarter-Finalist.
· Each judge silently awards that Quarter-Finalist a score on a scale from 6 to 10 evaluating her overall ability to perform the duties and responsibilities required of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen, based on the following:

A. Scoring Guide: Now that you have seen this contestant in all phases of competition, does she possess the skills, qualities, and attributes necessary to perform the responsibilities and duties of this Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
B. Criteria For Scoring: Considering the responsibilities and requirements presented to you during your judges’ orientation, evaluate the contestant’s overall performance in all phases of preliminary competition and whether or not she should be the MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN.  Does she have the ability to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Should she be MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Does she have a commitment as a role model who cares about her role and other young women’s roles in society?
· After the judge has placed the score on the first contestant’s Composite Ballot, it should be folded in half, picked up by the Judges Chairman, Legal Counsel, etc. and turned in to the auditor.
· After all of the Composite Ballots for the first contestant have been collected, the second name on the list should be read.
· Each judge should review their notes, and then give that contestant a Composite Score.
· The procedure should be repeated until all 15 Quarter-Finalists have received a Composite Score.
· These Top-15 Quarter-Finalists will be announced on-stage as the Top-15 Contestants.

After the Composite Scoring is completed, the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen judges proceed with the MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-15 Quarter-Finalists/Top-10 Semi-Finalists Structured Discussion Overview and Mechanics - For Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions process.
Option #2 Top-15 Composite Scoring Process - Only Announcing a Top-10 On-Stage
· When Composite Scoring occurs, only the Judges and necessary Pageant Officials should be present.
· The Composite Scoring procedures should be explained to the judges and time should be allowed for them to ask any questions.  The intention is for judges to fully understand the process BEFORE it begins.
· Once the Composite Scoring procedure begins, judges and all pageant officials must remain silent.
· Judges should be instructed to have all of their own notes available for their own review.
· The judges must not discuss any of the contestants prior to or during this process.
· When everyone is ready to begin, the designated Miss State’s Outstanding Teen pageant official should read the first contestant’s name, number, and title aloud.
· The first contestant’s name in the Top-15 and title is read aloud in Top-15 competition order, if competition order is available.  If competition order is not available, names are read in random order.  The list is never read in the order from highest preliminary points to lowest preliminary points (or vice versa).
· After the name is announced, the composite score sheet with the contestant’s name on it should be handed to each judge.
· The Judges then each have up to one minute to silently review their notes for that Quarter-Finalist.
· Each judge silently awards that Quarter-Finalist a score on a scale from 6 to 10 evaluating her overall ability to perform the duties and responsibilities required of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen, based on the following:

A. Scoring Guide: Now that you have seen this contestant in all phases of competition, does she possess the skills, qualities, and attributes necessary to perform the responsibilities and duties of this Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
B. Criteria For Scoring: Considering the responsibilities and requirements presented to you during your judges’ orientation, evaluate the contestant’s overall performance in all phases of preliminary competition and whether or not she should be the MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN.  Does she have the ability to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Should she be MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Does she have a commitment as a role model who cares about her role and other young women’s roles in society?
· After the judge has placed the score on the first contestant’s Composite Ballot, it should be folded in half, picked up by the Judges Chairman, Legal Counsel, etc. and turned in to the auditor.
· After all of the Composite Ballots for the first contestant have been collected, the second name on the list should be read.
· Each judge should review their notes, and then give that contestant a Composite Score.
· The procedure should be repeated until all Top-15 Quarter-Finalists have received a Composite Score.
· The Auditor will now tally all of the Composite Scores for each of the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists, discarding the highest and lowest Composite Scores given by the panel of judges to each Top-15 Quarter-Finalist.
· The ten Quarter-Finalists with the ten highest total Composite Scores will become the Top-10 Semi-Finalists.
· These Top-10 Semi-Finalists will be announced on-stage as the Top-10 Contestants.
After the Composite Scoring is completed, the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen judges proceed with the MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-15 Quarter-Finalists/Top-10 Semi-Finalists Structured Discussion Overview and Mechanics - For Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions process.
MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-10 Composite Scoring Process

Composite Scoring allows each judge to individually assess his/her overall opinion of each of the Top-10 (Semi-Finalist’s) ability to fulfill the responsibilities and requirements of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen.  The Composite Score accounts for 35% of the contestant’s score going into the Finals and is scored on a scale of 6-10 using whole numbers only, with the high and low scores dropped by the Auditors.
Top-10 Composite Scoring Process for Only the Top-10 Semi-Finalists
· When Composite Scoring occurs, only the Judges and necessary Pageant Officials should be present.
· The Composite Scoring procedures should be explained to the judges and time should be allowed for them to ask any questions.  The intention is for judges to fully understand the process BEFORE it begins.
· Once the Composite Scoring procedure begins, judges and all pageant officials must remain silent.
· Judges should be instructed to have all of their own notes available for their own review.
· The judges must not discuss any of the contestants prior to or during this process.
· When everyone is ready to begin, the designated Miss State’s Outstanding Teen pageant official should read the first contestant’s name, number, and title aloud.
· The first contestant’s name in the Top-10 and title is read aloud in Top-10 competition order, if competition order is available.  If competition order is not available, names are read in random order.  The list is never read in the order from highest preliminary points to lowest preliminary points (or vice versa).
· After the name is announced, the composite score sheet with the contestant’s name on it should be handed to each judge.
· The Judges then each have up to one minute to silently review their notes for that Semi-Finalist.
· Each judge silently awards that Semi-Finalist a score on a scale from 6 to 10 evaluating her overall ability to perform the duties and responsibilities required of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen, based on the following:

A. Scoring Guide: Now that you have seen this contestant in all phases of competition, does she possess the skills, qualities, and attributes necessary to perform the responsibilities and duties of this Titleholder?  “No” = “6”; “Probably Not” = “7”; “Maybe” = “8”; “Probably Yes” = “9”; “Yes” = “10”.
B. Criteria For Scoring: Considering the responsibilities and requirements presented to you during your judges’ orientation, evaluate the contestant’s overall performance in all phases of preliminary competition and whether or not she should be the MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN.  Does she have the ability to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Should she be MISS STATE’S OUTSTANDING TEEN?  Does she have a commitment as a role model who cares about her role and other young women’s roles in society?
· After the judge has placed the score on the first contestant’s Composite Ballot, it should be folded in half, picked up by the Judges Chairman, Legal Counsel, etc. and turned in to the auditor.
· After all of the Composite Ballots for the first contestant have been collected, the second name on the list should be read.
· Each judge should review their notes, and then give that contestant a Composite Score.
· The procedure should be repeated until all 10 Semi-Finalists have received a Composite Score.
· These Top-10 Semi-Finalists will be announced on-stage as the Top-10 Contestants.

After the Composite Scoring is completed, the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen judges proceed with the MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-15 Quarter-Finalists/Top-10 Semi-Finalists Structured Discussion Overview and Mechanics - For Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions process.

MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-15 Quarter-Finalists/Top-10 Semi-Finalists Structured Discussion Overview and Mechanics - For Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions
· The Top-15 Quarter-Finalists and the Top-10 Semi-Finalists Structured Discussions are formatted exactly the same.  The only exception is that the Top-15 Discussion focuses on the 15 Quarter-Finalists and the Top-10 Discussion focuses on the 10 Semi-Finalists after completing the Composite Scoring process.   Given the rules above for which State competitions may use a Top-15 vs. Top-10, for the remainder of this section, this process will be referred to as the “Top-15/Top-10” Discussion. 
· The Top-15/Top-10 Discussion does not take place until the Composite Scoring process in completed

· The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization recognizes that Human Resource professionals rely on feedback from all of those involved in the hiring process.  The Judges are your “Human Resources” team, charged with “hiring” the new Chief Ambassador for the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen program.  The judges’ panel is being asked to “find” one of the primary representatives of the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  Feedback from the judges is important in making this decision and the following rules have been developed to facilitate this discussion.
MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-15/Top-10 Discussion Rules

Following the composite scoring of the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists/Top-10 Semi-Finalists, the judges are provided the opportunity to have a highly-structured meeting about all of the Top-15/Top-10, as applicable.  Attendees at the meeting should typically include the auditor, the Judges’ Chairman, the Pageant Lawyer, and the judges, and proceeds as follows:

· The Judges’ Chairman should state the name of the first Contestant in the Top-15/Top-10 to be announced on stage.  The first judge has the opportunity to indicate a maximum of 2 strengths and 2 concerns he/she has regarding the contestant’s ability to perform the duties and responsibilities of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen.  The next judge has the ability to indicate his/her strengths/concerns, and the process continues around the room until all judges have had the opportunity to speak about the first Top-15/Top-10 Contestant.  No judge is allowed to speak longer than 60 seconds.  No judge is allowed to identify more than 2 strengths and 2 concerns.  This is not an open discussion - the listening judges may not comment on the speaking judge’s 2 strengths and 2 concerns.
· The Judges’ Chairman should then state the name of the 2nd Top-15/Top-10 Contestant.  This time the second judge should lead off with his/her statements regarding this contestant and so forth.  This process should continue until all of the judges have identified each of their maximum of 2 strengths and 2 concerns about all Top-15/Top-10 Contestants.
· The comments made by the judges should only be focused on the description of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen’s duties and responsibilities and each contestant’s ability to fulfill those duties and responsibilities.  Before making his/her comments regarding the strengths and concerns, the judge should consider each contestant’s ability to be the primary Teen Representative of the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, as well as assess the contestant’s desire to actually want to perform the duties and her ability to be manageable in this position.
· If the judge currently speaking agrees with a previous judge’s comments, the speaking judge may simply say “I agree with…”
· Judges are prohibited from making comments regarding their scores or potential placement of any of the contestants.
· No one other than the Judges’ Chairman and the judges may speak.
· It is the responsibility of the Judges’ Chairman to keep the judges focused and not allow them to stray from these explicit guidelines.  The purpose of this meeting is to allow the judges to potentially glean insight from their fellow judges.
· Examples of appropriate comments: “I see this contestant’s strengths to be that her talent is strong enough to represent the organization, and I believe that she will be able to connect to the audiences she meets during her year.  My concerns would be that I don’t believe her speaking ability is strong enough for the responsibilities of this position, and I don’t believe she really wants to or can do all of the speaking that is required in this position.”
· Examples of inappropriate comments: “I think her strength is her talent, I gave her my only 10 of the whole pageant, and I think she’s the only one who can win because of her ability to connect to audiences.  My two concerns are that I think her hair is the wrong color, and I would like to work with her on picking out better clothes…they were all the wrong style for her.  But, at the end of the day, she’s my winner.”
Decisions and/or discussions regarding placement among the judges are not allowed.
MAOTeen State Pageants - Top-5 Final Ballot

The final outcome of the State Pageant is determined by the results of a “Final Ballot”.  Each judge will individually rank each of the Top-5 contestants as to whether the contestant should be the Winner, First Runner-up, Second Runner-up, Third Runner-up, or Fourth Runner-up.  If the State Pageant is announcing fewer than Four Runners-up, the judges will still go through the process of ranking five contestants on the Final Ballot, but only the specified number of Runners-up will be announced.
· If the State Pageant is eligible to announce a Top-15 and the Organization has chosen to announce a Top-15 for the Final Night of competition, the Top-15 Quarter-Finalists re-compete for the title of Miss State’s Outstanding Teen.
· If a Top-15 is announced, then the first competition on the Final Night is required to be Evening Wear/Onstage Question.  No other Finals Night competition category may be used to eliminate the five contestants who will not be named as Top-10 Semi-Finalists.  The Top-10 Semi-Finalists will then compete in Talent and Lifestyle and Fitness.  The order of on-stage competition for Talent and Lifestyle and Fitness is determined by each state.

· For Single-Night/Single-Day State Pageants, although the option exists to separately announce the Top-10 contestants, these contestants will have already competed on stage that day and will not re-compete.

· After the last On-Stage Competition is complete, the auditors will determine the Top-5 Finalists based upon the total points of the young women competing.

· At this point, all points are discarded and each Top-5 Finalist has Zero Points.

· Each Judge is then given a Final Ballot.

· Each Judge lists the 5 Finalists in the order he/she believes they should finish in the competition.

· THE FINAL OUTCOME OF THE PAGEANT IS BASED SOLELY ON THE FINAL BALLOT POINTS.

· THE HIGH AND LOW SCORES ON THE FINAL BALLOT ARE NOT DROPPED.

· It is optional on the Final Night of Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competitions as well as Single-Night/Single-Day State Pageants to separately call out the “Final-5” contestants, or to name the Runners-up and Winner from the entire group of Top-10 Semi-Finalists.

· From time-to-time there is an Onstage Discussion with the Top-5 contestants.  Each of the judges has the option to factor this discussion into their Top-5 rankings, but the discussion itself is not a scored competition.

	 MAOTeen State Finals Pageant - Final Ballot Scoring Values

	Placement
	Points Awarded

	1st Place
	10 Points

	2nd Place
	5 Points

	3rd Place
	3 Points

	4th Place
	2 Points

	5th Place
	1 Point


MAOTeen State Pageants - Announcing Preliminary Competition Winners

· The announcement of preliminary competition winners is limited to a maximum of two categories before the Final Results are announced for Single-Night/Single-Day state competitions.  The announcement of preliminary competition winners on preliminary nights of a Multi-Night/Multi-Day Pageant is limited to a maximum of two categories per night.  For example, you may announce the Talent Winner and the Lifestyle and Fitness Winner, but you cannot announce an Evening Wear and Interview Winner.  Alternately, you may announce the Talent Winner and the Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Winner, but in that case, you cannot announce the Lifestyle and Fitness Winner.  After the announcement of the final outcome of the overall competition is completed, you may announce the winners of the other categories.
· For Multi-Night/Multi-Day Pageants, if preliminary competition winners are being announced on preliminary nights, the same category or categories must be announced on all nights.  For example, if you are announcing the Talent Winner and the Lifestyle and Fitness Winner on Thursday night, you cannot change to announcing the Talent Winner and the Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Winner on Friday night.
MAOTeen State Pageants - Announcing the Final Results (Winner and Runners-up)

As previously mentioned, the final outcome of the State Pageant is determined by the results of the “Final Ballot”.  Here are a few reminders:
· Beginning with 2012 State Pageants, a Top-5 Group can be separately called out for all State Pageants regardless of whether it is the Final Night of a Multi-Night/Multi-Day Competition or a Single-Night/Single-Day State Pageant.
· Nobody except the Judges’ Chairman and the Auditor, NOT EVEN THE STATE TEEN DIRECTOR, OR THE JUDGES, OR ANYONE ELSE should know the results of the competition until they are announced from the stage by the emcee.  Everyone else should find out the results at the same time.
· Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization guidelines state that if you only have 3 contestants, you cannot name a Runner-up.  You can NEVER leave a single contestant standing and showing the audience who “finished last”!  The rule to not name a 1st Runner-up when only 3 contestants are competing was revised by the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization and has been in effect since September 1, 2006.
· When the Auditor hands the Results Card to the emcee, remind the emcee that he/she is not allowed to take the Results Card behind stage for any reason or discuss the results with anybody until after the results are announced on stage.
· It is the Judges’ Chairman’s responsibility to stop the emcee if the Results Card is being read incorrectly, and immediately make the appropriate changes/corrections.
· It is optional to announce the dollar amounts of the scholarships awarded when announcing the competition results.

MAOTeen State Pageant Judging

These are the rules to which all Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State Pageants must adhere.  States may make rules that are more restrictive, but are not allowed to make the rules “less” restrictive.
The integrity of our judging system must remain infallible.  Conflicts of interest and unfair judging cannot be tolerated.  It is paramount that everyone does their due diligence when selecting and approving judges at the local and state levels.  It is also every judge’s responsibility to read and sign the Judge’s Affidavit.
Enforcement of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Judging Rules depends on the states and your judges’ honesty…please do not create an embarrassing or controversial situation for you, the judge, your state, the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or especially the contestants!
Each judge must sign the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State Judges’ Affidavit affirming, among other things:

That they will perform their duties in a dignified and professional manner which is appropriate and sensitive to the feelings and impressions of the young women who are participating and they will maintain an environment to the end that each and every contestant receives a fair, objective and unbiased opportunity to compete.  They also affirm that they will maintain the confidentiality of the information entrusted or known by them by virtue of their position as a judge regardless of the source of the information (i.e., contestants, pageant personnel or any other person).  They affirm they will not allow, under any circumstances, any person to exert or try to exert any influence upon them in their capacity as a judge.  If anyone should attempt to influence them, then as part of their fiduciary responsibility, agree to immediately disclose such attempted influence to the Field Operations office of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization (727-572-9111) as soon as it is practical.
Composition of a MAOTeen State Pageant Judges Panel
· A minimum of “5” and a maximum of “7” Judges
· At least 1 of the judges must be a Novice Judge (“Novice” = Never judged a Local or State pageant within the Miss America or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Programs)
· Recommendation is to select a diverse panel of judges with a variety of backgrounds (e.g., entertainment industry, business, government, sports/athletics, fashion, etc.)
· Limitations on the number of pageants each person can judge a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Pageant during each “Pageant Year”:
· Maximum of two (2) State MAOTeen Pageants Nationwide in a Pageant Year
· Maximum of four (4) Local MAOTeen Pageants Nationwide in a Pageant Year
‘Double’ or ‘Dual’ Local Pageants count as 2 Pageants in the same Pageant Year.  ‘Holdover’ Local Pageants count for the next competition Pageant Year.

· Exception to this policy is made under unusual circumstances and only with written permission from the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization National office.
Expectations of a MAOTeen State Pageant Judge

· All judges must be able to understand and sign the Judge’s Affidavit
· Preserve and promote the goals and spirit of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program
· Serve the best interests of every contestant
· Remember the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program depends on their effectiveness as a judge
· Apply judging criteria objectively
· Enable every contestant to receive a fair, unbiased, and objective opportunity while competing
· Prepare in advance for Interview Competition
· Disclose potential Conflicts of Interest
· Maintain confidentiality of contestants’ information and scores
· Disallow anyone to influence their scoring
· Report to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization anyone who attempts to influence their judging per the Judge’s Affidavit that each of them sign
· Judge must be:
· Decisive

· Impartial

· Consistent

· Appreciative of the Arts

· Appreciative of Community Service Endeavors

MAOTeen State Pageant Judging Eligibility - Who May Not Judge a MAOTeen State Pageant:
· A current state or local “Miss America Organization” titleholder may not a judge in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen program (new rule beginning with the 2013 Pageant Year)
· Anyone who provides any type of training, regardless of whether or not the potential judge is compensated or uncompensated for the training!!!
· Anyone under the age of 21 years
· Anyone who might “financially benefit” from working with contestants in any capacity within the Miss America or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Programs. Examples, but not limited to:
· Pageant Coach
· Interview Coach
· Wardrobe Coach
· Image Consultant
· Contestant Hairdresser or Make-Up Artist
· Pageant Wardrobe Retailer
· Contestant Fitness Trainer
· Sponsors and Donors, including their employees or family members - may not judge a pageant they support
· Business or social connections to a contestant or her family - may not judge that contestant
· Relatives of a current titleholder or still-eligible Local or State Miss America’s Outstanding Teen or Miss America System contestant
· Former Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Titleholders: 
· May not judge until a minimum of 3 years after she aged out, married, or won a state title

· Can never judge any of her previous competitors
· Can never judge any former “Teen” titleholders who held the teen title at the same time as the Former Contestant held the “Miss” title

· Current Miss America System Local or State Titleholders:
· Are ineligible to judge a State MAOTeen Pageant

· Former Miss America System Local or State Titleholders:
· Can never judge any of her previous competitors
· Can never judge any former “Teen” titleholders who held the teen title at the same time as the Former Contestant held the “Miss” title

· Potential Contestants:
· If a woman is within the age and marital limits or otherwise eligible to compete in the Miss America System, then she cannot judge

· Relatives of Local Board Members in that State cannot judge that state pageant
· Relatives of State Teen or Miss Board Members in that State cannot judge that state pageant
· Miss “A” State Pageant Board Members may not judge the Miss “Z” State Pageant in 2 consecutive years
· Two “affiliated” judges cannot serve together on a judges’ panel.  Examples:
· Couples
· Roommates
· Co-Workers
· etc.
· Nobody may judge the same pageant in two consecutive years
MAOTeen State Pageant Judges Orientation Suggestions
See the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Portal for the document titled “MAOTeen State Judges Orientation Overview Suggestions”.
MAOTeen State Pageant Auditors Instructions

See the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Portal for the document titled “MAOTeen State Auditors Instructions”.
MAOTeen State Pageant Director’s Minimum Responsibilities

It is the State Teen Director’s responsibility to adhere to the rules and regulations of the MAOTeen Organization relating to judging, scoring, eligibility, etc.

It is the State Teen Director’s responsibility to verify that each contestant who is competing in the state pageant is eligible to compete in the pageant.  Ask the contestant for the proper documentation prior to the competition if there is any question about her potential eligibility.

Other Important State Pageant Information

Correct Usage of MAOTeen State Titles
The following rules and requirements must be represented on any sash, trophy, website, video, advertisements, or any time the title is listed in print in reference to all State and Local titleholders in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.  With our ongoing efforts to enhance our recognition, improve our identity, protect our image, and for consistency in branding of MAOTeen, adhering to the following rules and requirements is not optional:

The titles for all State and Local MAOTeen titleholders must:
· Be “possessive” [All State and Local titles must end in either an ‘s (“apostrophe s”) or an s’ (“s apostrophe”) - (see examples of Correct Usage vs. Incorrect Usage below)]
· Always include the word “Miss” as the first word in the title
· Always have “Outstanding Teen” as the last two words in the title
· Never include the word “America” as a word in the title
The correct format of the title should be as follows:
	Correct Format for MAOTeen State and Local Titles

	First Word: Always:
	Middle Word(s):
	Next to Last Word: Always:
	Last Word: Always:

	“Miss”
	“Name’s” (1)
	“Outstanding”
	“Teen”

	(1) Where the word “Name’s” is replaced with the city, state, area, etc. to correctly finish the title.  Sometimes this may be more than one word.


	Examples of Usage

	Correct Usage
	Incorrect Usage

	Miss Arkansas’ Outstanding Teen
	Miss Arkansas Outstanding Teen

	Miss Connecticut’s Outstanding Teen
	Miss Connecticut Outstanding Teen

	Miss Illinois’ Outstanding Teen
	Miss Illinois Outstanding Teen

	Miss Kansas’ Outstanding Teen
	Miss Kansas Outstanding Teen

	Miss Nebraska’s Outstanding Teen
	Miss Outstanding Teen Nebraska

	Miss New Jersey’s Outstanding Teen
	Miss New Jersey Outstanding Teen

	Miss Texas’ Outstanding Teen
	Miss Teen Texas


MAOTeen State Pageant Disposition of Score Sheets and Tally Sheets

At the IMMEDIATE conclusion of the competition, the auditors place all score and tally sheets in a sealed, dated and identified envelope for safekeeping at a predetermined location established by the STATE Board for a minimum of one (1) year.  Auditors and/or pageant officials may not disclose to anyone any scores, either in total or individual, unless such time arises where the outcome of the competition is in dispute and an independent auditor needs to review the results.
<<DO NOT DESTROY SCORE SHEETS OR TALLY SHEETS>>

MAOTeen State Pageant Competition Date Requirements

All MAOTeen State Pageant Finals are required to be held on or before the Sunday of U.S. Independence Day weekend of each year during the term of the State Agreement unless the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization has specifically granted prior approval for a deviation from this requirement.

Because of program book printing deadlines, one of the biggest risks of conducting your MAOTeen State Pageant at any time later than this time frame is that your State Teen Titleholder’s name and headshot make be omitted from the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Program Book.

MAOTeen Official State Pageant Crown Requirements
All MAOTeen State Pageants must award a new official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State crown to each of their new titleholders.  This official crown must be purchased from the official Miss America/Miss America’s Outstanding Teen crown vendor, K. A. Concepts.  K. A. Concepts is located at: 3 Somner Drive, Huntington station, NY 11746.  The telephone number for K. A. Concepts is 800-528-4926.  You should order the crown when you select the date of your State Pageant.
K. A. Concepts knows which crown you should purchase for your state MAOTeen titleholder.  Remember, in our Miss America’s Outstanding Teen System, a crown with pink stones may only be worn by our Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Winner or for Princesses in our National Princess Camp.
Crowns are permitted to be worn at public appearances and on stage when deemed necessary for identification purposes.  Only the official crown from the approved official Miss America/Miss America’s Outstanding Teen crown vendor, K. A. Concepts, may be worn by a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State titleholder.
Please allow adequate time when placing your crown orders, including time for shipping.
MAOTeen Official State Pageant Sash Requirements
All MAOTeen State Pageants must award a new official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State sash to your new state representative.  You must order the official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State sash from The Sash Company.  Their telephone number is 1-877-443-SASH and they are located in Hesperia, California.   You should order the crown when you select the date of your State Pageant.

The Sash Company’s web address is: http://www.thesashcompany.com/missamerica.html.

Sashes are permitted to be worn at public appearances and on stage when deemed necessary for identification purposes.  Only the official sash from the approved official Miss America/Miss America’s Outstanding Teen sash vendor, The Sash Company, may be worn by a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State titleholder.
Please allow adequate time when placing your orders, including time for shipping, since sashes are custom-made each time one is ordered.
MAOTeen Logos and Branding

We encourage you to continue to help promote the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen branding by using the custom logos that have been made available on the resource portal for each state.  If you would like to have logos created for the local pageants in your state, please contact Kristin Black at Kristin@maoteen.org and she will put you in touch with our graphic designer to discuss the fees associated with creating the logos.
MAOTeen Official State Pageant Trophies and Awards Vendor

We encourage you to purchase your pageant awards, plaques, trophies, judges’ mementos/gifts, etc. from Schoppy’s.  Schoppy’s has had a long term business relationship with the Miss America Organization.  Schoppy’s has been the official gift and awards supplier for the Miss America Organization for decades and in recent years became the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization’s official supplier for  trophies, plaques, and other awards. 
Schoppy’s telephone number is 609-653-1684 and they are located at 1030 Shore Road, Linwood, New Jersey   08221-2447.
Schoppy’s web address is: www.schoppy.com/miss-america-awards-1/miss-america-s-outstanding-teen.

At-Large Contestants

The decision to accept At-Large contestants at the state level is each state’s rights (i.e., each state makes this decision).  At-Large contestants are defined as contestants who compete at the state level who have not won an official MAOTeen Local Pageant in their state.  The At-Large contestants are normally not sponsored by a particular Local Pageant committee but are eligible to compete along with the Local titleholders at the state competition because the contestant or a sponsor typically pays an entry fee for the At-Large contestant to compete in a MAOTeen State Pageant.
At-Large state contestants must comply with the same minimum requirements as state contestants who won Local Pageants.  These requirements include, but are not limited to: the contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian signing the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition”; the contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian agreeing to and complying with: Age/Education Eligibility Rules, Residency Rules, Citizenship, Language, Other Personal Characteristics, Contractual and Other Obligations, Minimum Documentation Rules, completing a profile at the www.MAOTeen4Kids.org, and any special requirements of the State or Local Organization (refer to the current “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” for more detailed requirements).  
The judges are not to be made aware of how the contestants have qualified to compete at the State Pageant.

Fair and Festival Titleholders

The decision to accept Fair and Festival titleholders as contestants at the state level is each state’s rights (i.e., each state makes this decision).  These titleholders would be similar to a contestant competing as an At-Large contestant at the state level.  See the information relating to At-Large contestants in the “At-Large Contestants” section of this document.

State Visits by MAOTeen Board Members and Members of the National Staff

From time to time, members of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Board of Directors or National Staff will visit your State Pageant.  The following are “courtesy guidelines” regarding the visits:

· The State Organization is not obligated under any circumstances to pay for any costs associated with the visit.  It is the policy of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization that we pay for any expenses associated with our travel.  If the state program wishes to provide reduced or complimentary items, then we welcome that as well, budget permitting.
· Unless the visitor is renting a car, it is appropriate to help make arrangements for airport pick-up and departure.
· Advise and invite the visitor to functions which may occur during the visit.  He/she will then advise you of which ones in which he/she would like to participate.  Please forward a complete schedule of all events prior to his/her visit.  If the visiting member of the MAOTeen Board of Directors or National Staff member chooses to attend your State pageant, as a courtesy to the attendee please supply him/her with a complimentary ticket for the attendee and his/her guest to the pageant.
· The state organization is not required, but may extend the courtesy of recognizing members of the MAOTeen Board of Directors or National Staff.
· Members of the MAOTeen Board of Directors or National Staff who are representing the national office are briefed ahead of their visit on the current practices and policies related to MAOTeen and the specific State organization.  Unofficial representatives are usually not briefed before their trip and should not be expected to answer questions.
Permission to Televise Your State Pageant

Under no circumstances should any State competition be televised unless prior approval has been received from the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  Requests must be in writing.

Social Media (MySpace, Facebook, and Twitter)
The popularity of websites such as Facebook, MySpace and Twitter are an important means of communication today and are used widely by contestants, directors, pageant fans, etc. 
When using this media, we strongly urge that you use the security precautions available from each of these websites.
MySpace and Facebook allow you to create private profiles, view comments before they are posted on your page and even make certain photos accessible only to the people that you choose.
Twitter also allows you to protect your account and keep your “tweets” private.  This allows you to approve who can follow you and keep your tweets out of search results.  You should never post anything on these websites that you would not want everyone else to see.

For more Security tips you can visit the links for each below:

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/security
MySpace: http://www.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=cms.viewpage&placement=safety_pagehome
Twitter: http://twitter.com/privacy
State Pageant Princess Camp/Princess Program

Many states conduct a Princess Program.  There have been numerous Miss State’s Outstanding Teen titleholders who have previously participated in their state’s princess program.  Taylor Fitch participated in the Miss South Carolina’s “Palmetto Princess” before she won the title of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2009.

Similar to the MAOTeen Princess Camp TM Program, these are typically non-competitive programs with the goal of motivating and mentoring young girls 5 to 12 years of age while sharing experiences that will inspire them to dream of ultimately becoming Miss America’s Outstanding Teen or Miss America.  Through these programs, these young girls can become involved with the Local and State Miss America’s Outstanding Teen and Miss America programs before they reach competition age.  The program also provides the young girls with the opportunity to serve as role models for their peers throughout the State.
Being involved with your state’s princess program is an opportunity for a young girl to make memories that will last a lifetime!
Here are a few quotes from young girls and a Mom about the involvement with the princess program in their state as well as being involved at the national level of the MAOTeen Princess Camp TM:
“The Princess program was a great way for me to experience mentorship with great role models, particularly since I planned to compete one day.  Three specific points that were heavily emphasized: 
1. The importance and benefits of community service 
2. How to treat people with respect 
3. How to articulate my views tactfully 
The Princess program was a great source of character development.” - Sydney Capello, Former Lone Star Princess in the Miss Texas Program; Miss Texas’ Outstanding Teen 2008; Top-10 Semi-Finalist, Preliminary Talent Winner and Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Winner at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Pageant (Age 16)
“The Princess program let me be around really great role models. It also showed me that I want to be Miss Texas one day.  Through being involved in the Princess program I learned that being in pageants isn't just about looking pretty and doing lots of paperwork, but it's about having fun and showing off your personality!  I am definitely a better person because of the program.  It taught me to never give up on your dreams!” - Alannah Bruce, Miss Texas Lone Star Princess; MAOTeen National Princess (Age 6)
“Being a past contestant myself, as well as having my own daughter and two cousins going through the Princess program, I can say without doubt the Princess Program is making a positive difference in the lives of our youth.  In a world where positive role models in the entertainment industry are few and far between, it's a relief to know there's a program that young girls can be a part of, feel like a princess, and be surrounded by goal oriented, civic minded and respectful young role models.  My daughter and cousins look up to the contestants involved with the MAOTeen and MAO systems.  Therefore, when their titleholders show a genuine interest in them and strive to mentor them, it makes a HUGE impact on their lives.  The power of peer pressure is amazing.  And luckily through the Princess Mentor program we have an avenue to establish POSITIVE peer pressure.  Through this program, we can raise our future leaders with strong character and the desire to not only dream big, but then to have the confidence to live those dreams.” - Heather Edwards Bruce, First Runner-up to Miss Texas, Local Pageant Director, and Princess’ Mom 

State Pageant Princess Program Sash and Crown Recommendations

MAOTeen purchases the crowns for our MAOTeen Princess Camp TM participants from the official Miss America/Miss America’s Outstanding Teen crown vendor, K. A. Concepts, and we purchase our MAOTeen Princess Camp TM sashes from the official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen sash company, The Sash Company.
In an effort to keep the MAOTeen branding consistent throughout the organization, we highly recommend using crowns from K. A. Concepts and sashes from The Sash Company for your State's Princess Camp.
K. A. Concepts is located at: 3 Somner Drive, Huntington station, NY 11746.  The telephone number for K. A. Concepts is 800-528-4926.  You should order the crown when you select the date of your State Pageant.
The Sash Company’s telephone number is 1-877-443-SASH and they are located in Hesperia, California.  Their web address is: http://www.thesashcompany.com/missamerica.html.
Please allow adequate time when placing your orders, including time for shipping.

 MAOTeen Local Pageants Leading to MAOTeen State Pageants

MAOTeen Local Pageant Forms Availability

Each year, the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization makes available to the Local Teen Directors an online Judging Disk for Local information.  At a minimum, the following information is included on the disk for MAOTeen Local Pageants: 

· Other Important Information and Documents: 
A. Highlights of Changes, Revisions, and Additions for the Upcoming Pageant Year
B. MAOTeen Resource Manual for the Upcoming Pageant Year Competitions
C. Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition (“State/Local Contestant Application and Contract”)
D. MAOTeen Local Age/Education Eligibility Rules Chart for the Upcoming Pageant Year
E. MAOTeen Local Guide for Preparing MAOTeen State/Local Contestant Application and Contract

F. MAOTeen Contestant’s Resume Preparation Instructions for Local Pageants

G. Sample Judges Resume for Local Pageants

H. MAOTeen Platform Statement Preparation Instructions for Local Pageants

I. Sample Platform Statement for Local Pageants

· Local Judging Process:
A. MAOTeen Local Teen Judging Eligibility Rules

B. MAOTeen Local Mechanics of Judging

C. MAOTeen Local Judging Orientation Overview Suggestions

D. MAOTeen Local Judges Affidavit

E. MAOTeen Local Judges Worksheet

· Local Score Sheets:
A. MAOTeen Local Private Interview Score Sheet

B. MAOTeen Local Lifestyle and Fitness Score Sheet

C. MAOTeen Local Talent Score Sheet

D. MAOTeen Local Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Score Sheet

E. MAOTeen Local Final Ballot

F. MAOTeen Local Judges Tie Breaker Selection Sheet

· Local Scoring Guides:
A. MAOTeen Local Scoring Guide

· Local Auditor’s Information:
A. MAOTeen Local Auditors Instructions

B. MAOTeen Local Final Announcement Card

C. MAOTeen Local Single-Night Computer Tally Sheets

D. MAOTeen Local Single-Night Manual Tally Sheets

E. MAOTeen Local Sick Judge Procedures

· To Access the Local documents and Information:
1. Obtain the MAOTeen Resource Portal logon information from Kristin Black, MAOTeen Director of Operations

2. Access the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen website at www.maoteen.org
3. Place your cursor over the “Organization” link at the top of the home page

4. Select “State Resource Portal”

5. Enter the applicable User name

6. Enter the applicable Password

7. Select the “Judging Disk” link at the top of the screen

8. Select and download to your computer the applicable files listed under the “Local Judging Disk” column
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals Participation at the Local Level

The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization is asking all local teen contestants to complete a profile at the www.MAOTeen4Kids.org address regardless of whether or not they choose to help raise funds.  This is not a requirement at the local level, but it will help local contestants prepare for the state and national requirement and could provide some financial benefits to the local organization.

Teens bring youthful exuberance and enthusiasm, plus a wide and new circle of friends and supporters with them when they participate in your state and local programs.  If encouraged to participate, we are sure that they will embrace the program and bring tremendous benefits to all of the organizations involved with this effort.

Please ensure that each contestant who is competing at your local pageant correctly registers as a local contestant so that the dollars that are donated on behalf of her as a local contestant are properly applied to your local funds allocation.

If a contestant becomes the local titleholder and then becomes the state winner and she is the state titleholder who raises the most funds for the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals, she will be announced to the press, at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant, and in a national email blast to all of our subscribers.

The local programs receive 20% of all funds donated and collected by contestants who are competing at the local level.

These funds are allocated back to the local pageants as follows:

· Funds can be applied for by completing the CMNH Scholarship Form for reimbursement.  Reimbursement must be requested in $250 increments at the local level.

· Locals must award these funds as scholarships to an individual contestant who is competing at the local pageant.

· The scholarship awards at the local level will be distributed by Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. following the state pageant and upon completion of the required paperwork.

· Funds remain in the local’s allocable scholarship fund for two years.  If the remaining amount does not reach the minimum increment of $250 by the end of the two year period, the remainder is forfeited by the local organization.

Requesting that your local contestants fundraise for CMNH and the local organization can result in some financial benefits to your local organization.

How is the Local 20% Portion Calculated?

60% of all funds collected on behalf of teen contestants competing at local pageants are donated back to the Miss America Organization (“MAO”), Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization (“MAOTeen”), and the Local Organizations.
Assume $2,000 is collected in donations by your local teen contestants:

CMNH Portion =
$2,000 X 40% = $800

MAO Portion =
$2,000 X   5% = $100

Local Portion =
$2,000 X 20% = $400

MAOTeen Portion =
$2,000 X 35% = $700
CMNH Funds Frequently Asked Questions

Question 1:

Our local organization has $400 dollars available in the fund to request the CMNH scholarship.  Does that mean that it can only be taken in increments of $250?  Will we have to wait until we receive more CMNH fundraising dollars to collect the remaining $150?

Answer: Yes.  Scholarship funds may only be requested in $250 increments for local pageants.  There is another option whereby you can continue accruing the funds up to $500 at which time you can request the entire $500 at the local level.  You have up to two years to request any funds in increments of $250, otherwise the funds are forfeited.

Question 2:

Must we award the $250 to our local winner, or can it be awarded to another local contestant?  The application asks for the state and title of the recipient.  Can we divide the $250 up and award it to several teens?

Answer: Although we recommend that you award it to your local winner, you also have the option to award it to another contestant who is competing at your local pageant.  The requirement is that the entire amount must be awarded to one contestant who is competing at your local pageant.

Question 3:

Can the scholarship be awarded based on our local pageant rules or must it be awarded at the local level based on the MAOTeen guidelines?  Our local pageant grants a lot of cash scholarships.

Answer: The scholarship must be awarded based on the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. scholarship guidelines.  As such, the MAOTeen Organization cannot honor cash scholarships.  The recipient must apply for the payment of this scholarship the same way she would apply for a scholarship received at the National Level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant and under the same guidelines.

Ideas to Help Start the Fundraising:

· Place a decorative jar in a local dress shop, hair salon, or convenience store asking for change donations.

· Schedule an autograph signing at a local boutique or at sponsors’ locations and ask for change in exchange for signed photos.

· Hold a dog washing event and charge “per pooch”.

· Hold a car wash with titleholders to wash the cars.

· Place collection jars or boxes in parents’ company offices or reception areas.

· Work with a local restaurant to donate a portion of the profits from each meal to the CMNH/MAOTeen fundraiser and agree to sign autographs throughout the day of the event.

· Ask friend to give up buying expensive coffees for a week and instead donate the money to this worthy cause.

· Sell homemade cakes and cupcakes with the help of your local church following a service or bible study.

· Gather your friends and hold a garage sale.

· Do anything that can raise funds … and most of all … have fun doing it!
No matter how big or small your fundraising efforts may be, whatever amount is raised will be going toward making a difference.

MAOTeen Application and Contract for Participation in the State/Local Competitions of the MAOTeen Program

Each Local Pageant contestant is required to complete the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” (State/Local Contestant Application and Contract”) before entering each Local Pageant.  See the online Judging Disk for Local information on the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Portal for the most current version of the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.
Two guides have been prepared to assist contestants with completing the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  A guide exists for contestants competing on the local teen level and a separate guide is available for contestants competing on the state teen level.  The guides explain the information that should be entered into most of the blank spaces of the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  The State/Local Contestant Application and Contract requires signatures and initials from the contestant and the contestant’s parent(s) or legal guardians and must be notarized in the applicable places of the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  See below for the minimum information and documents that are required to be submitted with the notarized State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  See the online Judging Disk for State information and the online Judging Disk for Local information on the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Portal for the most current version of each of the guides.
MAOTeen State/Local Minimum Required Contract Attachments

· Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition Contract:

A. Attachment A - Supplemental Fact Sheet: This State/Local Contestant Application and Contract attachment identifies additional information about the contestant including, but not limited to the contestant’s: 

· Mailing address

· Email address

· Parents’/Legal guardians’ names

· etc.

B. Attachment B - Emergency Information Form: This State/Local Contestant Application and Contract attachment identifies medical information about the contestant including, but not limited to the contestant’s: 

· Who to call in case of an emergency while the contestant is at the State or Local pageant

· Medical insurance company

· Name and policy number of the medical insurance company

· Contestant’s blood type

· Contestant’s family physician

· Medications the contestant is taking

· Any known physical problems

· etc.

C. Attachment C - Scholarship Rules: This State/Local Contestant Application and Contract attachment is blank.  Each State/Local must include as Attachment “C” the guidelines and rules for using scholarships that are awarded at the State/Local level as well as the rules and limitations for reimbursable expenses and how to request reimbursement.  At a minimum, the scholarship rules should include, but not be limited to: 

· The purpose of the scholarship
· The amount of the scholarship that will be awarded
· When the contestant is eligible to receive the scholarship
· The eligibility requirements to receive the scholarship
· Time period to request the scholarship
· Scholarship usage

· Requesting usage of scholarships

· Requests for computer equipment

· Other educational expenses

· Reimbursement guidelines

· Priority of level of scholarship usage

· Usage for current expenses

· Usage for future expenses and forfeitures
Additional Attachments - States and Locals may have additional minimum requirements of their choosing.  These should be included as additional attachments to the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization’s recommendation is to ensure that all additional attachments require the signatures (or at a minimum, the initials) of the contestant and her parent/guardian, and the date they sign the attachment.
MAOTeen Local Pageant Scholarships

Each MAOTeen Local Pageant is required to have written scholarship rules for contestants competing at the Local Level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.  Rules must include the guidelines and rules for using scholarships that are awarded at the state level as well as the rules and limitations for reimbursable expenses and how to request reimbursement.  These rules must be included as Attachment “C” and must be signed by the contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian as part of the Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition.  At a minimum, the scholarship rules should include, but not be limited to: 

· The purpose of the scholarship
· The amount of the scholarship that will be awarded
· When the contestant is eligible to receive the scholarship
· The eligibility requirements to receive the scholarship
· Time period to request the scholarship
· Scholarship usage

· Requesting usage of scholarships

· Requests for computer equipment

· Other educational expenses

· Reimbursement guidelines

· Priority of level of scholarship usage

· Usage for current expenses

· Usage for future expenses and forfeitures

Minimum Number of Contestants

Depending on the number of titles that are being awarded at the Local pageant, the following requirements apply:

Single Pageants

You must have at least three (3) contestants in your Local teen pageant in order to conduct the pageant.  There are no exceptions to this minimum number of contestants rule.
Double or Dual Pageants

A Dual/Double local competition requires State board approval.

A Dual Competition is defined as one group of contestants with two (2) titles awarded to the two highest scoring contestants.

A Double Competition is defined as two groups of contestants with one winner announced from each group.

Dual or double competitions are held to award two (2) titles at one (1) event.  Two titles are the maximum number awarded at Dual or Double Competitions.  Local competitions that hold these pageants typically pay a separate license fee to the State Organization for each title.  Each winner must receive a scholarship and there must be at least three (3) contestants competing for each title.  If less than six (6) contestants show up for the competition, only one title may be given.  Even if the Local pageant has the paperwork for six or more contestants and only five show up on the day of the competition, only one title can be awarded…no exceptions!  An announcement must be made from the stage explaining how the titles will be awarded.  One panel of a minimum of five (5) judges can decide the winners.  This counts as two (2) pageants toward the maximum of four (2) system-wide local Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageants each person can judge each Pageant Year.  Separate support groups should be in place to assist each winner as they prepare for the State finals and should not have responsibilities with another contestant (titleholder).  The Dual or Double program must be held in an acceptable public facility and must be properly advertised.  Each winner must receive the official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen local crown and sash.

DUAL PAGEANT (example):

A. Six (6) contestants enter and compete in the pageant.
B. The two (2) contestants with the highest points, based on the Top-5 Final Ballot, are awarded one title each.

C. Although you may only be awarding two titles and no runners-up, each of the Top-5 Final Ballots must include all the contestants (up to a maximum of 5) with the highest total points for each of the titles before going into the Top-5 Final Ballot ranking.  The judges will rank their Top-5 for each title from the remaining names on each of the Top-5 Final Ballots.
D. The first runner-up is the contestant with the third highest points, based on the Top-5 Final Ballot. (optional to name a runner-up)

DOUBLE PAGEANT (example):

A. Three (3) contestants sign up for the Miss Teen “A” Title.

B. Three (3) other contestants sign up for the Miss Teen “B” Title.

C. In each phase of competition, all of the contestants for the Miss “A” Title will compete and be scored and then all of the contestants for the Miss “B” Title will compete and be scored.

Titles will be awarded per regular Miss America’s Outstanding Teen preliminary local pageant rules, including the Top-5 Final Ballot.  Two Top-5 Final Ballots will be used: One for Miss Teen “A” contestants and one for Miss Teen “B” contestants.
Triple Crown Pageants

The following rules have been established to allow “triple” winners to be selected at local competitions.  A Triple Crown local competition requires State board approval.  Each winner must receive a scholarship and there must be at least three (3) contestants competing for each title.  If less than nine (9) contestants, but more than five (5) show up for the competition, only two titles may be given.  Even if the Local pageant has the paperwork for nine or more contestants and only eight show up on the day of the competition, only two titles can be awarded... no exceptions!
· A minimum of three (3) contestants per crown must compete.

· Three contestants register to compete for Miss Teen “A” Title.  The contestant competing for Miss Teen “A” Title with the highest points based on the Final Ballot will be awarded the title of Miss A’s Outstanding Teen.
· Three contestants register to compete for Miss Teen “B” Title.  The contestant competing for Miss Teen “B” Title with the highest points based on the Final Ballot will be awarded the title of Miss B’s Outstanding Teen.
· Three contestants register to compete for Miss Teen “C” Title.  The contestant competing for Miss Teen “C” Title with the highest points based on the Final Ballot will be awarded the title of Miss C’s Outstanding Teen.
Three Top-5 Final Ballots will be used: One for Miss Teen “A” contestants, one for Miss Teen “B” contestants, and one for Miss Teen “C” contestants.
 OR

· A minimum of nine (9) contestants enter and compete and titles are awarded to the Top 3 contestants after the Top-5 Final Ballot.  One Top-5 Final Ballot will be used.

· The minimum cash scholarship PER WINNER is to be determined by the State Board and should be consistent with your State requirement.
· Name one, pre-designated person per winner serve as the Executive Director, Business Manager, etc. (one for EACH title).
Present each winner with an official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen local crown and sash.

Follow the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen judging system, rules and regulations as they relate to local competitions, including the Final Ballot.

One panel of a minimum of five (5) judges can decide the winners.  This counts as three (3) pageants toward the maximum of four system-wide local Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageants each person can judge each Pageant Year.
No contestant can hold the same Local Title for consecutive years!  No Exceptions!!
Members of the state board should plan to be in attendance.
Contestant Eligibility - MAOTeen Local Pageants
To compete at any level of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program, a potential contestant must never have competed in any of the National Finals of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.

To be eligible to compete in a MAOTeen Local pageant, the contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must agree to and comply with the following Age/Education Eligibility Rules, Residency Rules, Citizenship, Language, Other Personal Characteristics, Contractual and Other Obligations, Minimum Documentation Rules, and any special requirements of the State or Local Organization (refer to the current “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” for more detailed requirements):

Age/Education Eligibility Rules to Compete in a 2013 MAOTeen Pageant

· Contestants must be a minimum of thirteen (13) years of age on the first day of the 2013 State Outstanding Teen competition.  For example, if the Private Interview competition is the first competition category at the state pageant, then the contestant must be a minimum of 13 years of age by the date of the Private Interview competition.
· Contestants can be no older than 17 years of age as of July 31, 2013
· Contestants must not be eligible to compete on the Miss level in the Miss America Program at any point during the current Pageant Year.  (For example, if a contestant turns 17 years of age on the last day that a local Miss pageant is being held in her state, and will be graduating in the Spring…and she chooses to not compete or is unable to compete in that competition for any reason other than eligibility, then she is still “eligible” to compete on the Miss level and is therefore ineligible to compete in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program)
· Exceptions to the Age/Education Rules are not allowed.
Age/Education Eligibility Chart to Compete in a 2013 MAOTeen Pageant

This Age/Education Eligibility Chart is for 2013 Local and State Pageants that lead up to the crowning of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2014 that will be held in August 2013.  This Age/Education Eligibility Chart will be updated annually for the following year’s competition.
Although additional eligibility rules exist with which contestants must comply, the table below is designed to assist with determining the eligibility for a contestant to compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen State or Local Pageant, based upon the Age/Education eligibility rules of the Miss America and Miss America’s Outstanding Teen organizations:

	Age/Education Chart for Eligibility to Compete in 2013 MAOTeen State/Local Pageants (2)

	Age as of MM/DD/YYYY (3)
	Age as of the End of the School Year - Spring 2013
	School Classification - Spring 2013
	Age as of July 31, 2013
	Eligible for 2013 Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Pageant
	Eligible for 2013 Miss State Local “Miss” Scholarship Pageant at Age 17

	12
	12
	N/A
	12 (1)
	No (1)
	No

	12
	12
	N/A
	13 (1)
	Yes (1)
	No

	17
	17
	Junior
	17
	Yes
	No

	16
	17
	Junior
	17
	Yes
	No

	16
	16
	Senior (4)
	16
	Yes
	No

	16
	16
	Senior (4)
	17
	Yes
	No

	17
	17
	Senior (5)
	18
	No
	Yes

	17
	17
	Senior (5)
	17
	No
	Yes

	17
	17
	Junior
	18
	No
	No

	17
	18
	Junior
	18
	No
	No

	18
	18
	Junior
	18
	No
	No


(1) Eligible if the contestant reaches 13 years of age by the first day of the 2013 Miss State’s Outstanding Teen competition.

(2) This chart represents eligibility based on a potential contestant’s Age and Education.  There are other eligibility requirements and rules including: Residency, Citizenship, Other Personal Characteristics, Contractual and Other Obligations, and any special requirements of the Local or State Organization.  Refer to the current MAOTeen Application and Contract for Local and State Pageants for more detailed requirements.
(3) The last day that a local Miss pageant may be conducted in the State.

(4) In this case the contestant could also be a high school graduate or have received her GED
(5) In this case the contestant must graduate from high school or receive her GED by the end of the Spring 2013 school year.

Residency Rules to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant 

All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing:
· Contestants must reside in or be enrolled in, and attending classes on a full-time basis in an accredited public, private, or homeschooling program with passing scores (passing scores as determined by state accreditation score) in academic and citizenship grades.

· A contestant must be a resident of the state in which she is competing for a minimum of six (6) months prior to the first day of her competition.  In states that conduct Local competitions, the residency requirement is a minimum of six (6) months prior to the first day of her Local competition.  If she is competing in a state that either does not have Local teen competitions or that allows contestants to compete at the State pageant as an “At Large” contestant and if she did not win a title at an “official” Local Miss America’s Outstanding Teen pageant, then she must have resided in that state for at least six (6) months prior to the first day of the State pageant competition.
· A contestant must have completed a minimum of one full semester as a full-time student prior to the first day of competition if she is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state based upon her status as a student in that state.  If the contestant is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state because she is a full-time student in that state, she must be physically attending classes in that state to be eligible to compete in that state.  If the contestant is competing in a state other than her permanent residence state because she is a full-time student in that state, then she must attach the following to her Contestant Contract:

· Proof of current enrollment
· Proof that she has successfully completed at least one semester as a full-time student (transcripts)
· Proof that she physically attends classes in the state in which she is competing
· Exceptions to the Residency Rules are not allowed.
Homeschooled Students

Homeschooled students are permitted to participate in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program provided they supply the proper documentation.  Please see Part B of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen - Scholastic Achievement Information, Scholastic Achievement Competition Application Form for further details at the State and National Levels.
As required in Section 2.3.3 of the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract, she must attach documentation showing her current grade ranking according to her homeschool certification and her state’s requirements concerning homeschooling.
 

Citizenship Requirements to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant

All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing.  Paragraphs in both the National Contestant Application and Contract and the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract state “I am a citizen of the United States of America”.  A photocopy of the contestant’s birth certificate is one of the required documents for all contestants and is usually adequate to prove that the contestant is a citizen of the United States of America.  If the contestant only has a foreign birth certificate, then she must also produce a photocopy of at least one of the following documents to be eligible to compete in a MAOTeen Local or State pageant, or the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant:

· Official Birth Certificate issued by a U.S. state, jurisdiction or territory (Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, Swain's Island, Guam);
· U.S. Government-issued Certified Birth Certificate;
· U.S. Certificate of Birth Abroad (DS-1350 or FS-545);
· Report of Birth Abroad of a Citizen of the U.S. (FS-240);
· Valid or expired U.S. Passport;
· Certificate of Citizenship (N560 or N561);
· Certificate of Naturalization (N550, N570 or N578);
· U.S. Citizen Identification Card (I-197, I-179);
· INS I-551 Permanent Resident Alien Card;
· Foreign passport stamped by the U.S. Government indicating that the holder has been “Processed for I-551”;
· Permanent resident Re-entry Permit (I-327);
· Temporary I-551 stamp on Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record, with photograph of applicant;
· U.S. Department of Receptions and Placement Program Assurance Form (Refugee) and I-94 stamped refugee;
Language Requirements to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant

· All contestants must comply with the following rules within the state where she is competing.  Paragraphs in both the National Contestant Application and Contract and the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” states “Most of the business that is conducted by Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen, and Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen representatives is conducted in English; therefore I understand that I am required to speak fluent English to perform my duties”.
Personal Characteristics to Compete in a MAOTeen Pageant

To compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Pageant, contestants and their parent(s)/legal guardian must certify to the following personal characteristics:

· She has always been a female
· She is not and has never been married
· She is not now pregnant and has never been pregnant
· She is not an adoptive parent of any child

· She is of good moral character and has not been involved at any time in any act of moral turpitude
· Other than minor or petty offenses, she has never been convicted of any criminal offense and there are no criminal charges presently pending against her.  She also must understand that she may make an appeal to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Chairman of the Board if criminal offenses/charges pending against her in her state are considered minor or petty offenses in another state.  The appeal must be presented to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Chairman of the Board through legal counsel of her choice.
· She has never performed any act or engaged in any activity or employment that is or could reasonably be characterized as dishonest, immoral, or indecent.
· She is in good health and can, to the best of her knowledge, participate fully in any Program activities activities without any outside assistance.  She must also understand that she must participate in and be judged in all phases of competition, which includes Talent, Lifestyle and Fitness, Evening Wear/On-Stage Question, and Private Interview and agree that all decisions of the judges are final and binding.

· She does not use or consume any illegal controlled dangerous substances or abuse the use of alcohol or other dangerous substances.
Contractual and Other Obligations

To compete in a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Pageant, contestants and their parent(s)/legal guardian must agree to and confirm the following:
· Prior Contractual Commitments: Within the three (3) months before her participation in the first Local or State competition in which she competed this Pageant Year, and since that participation, she has not authorized any person, firm or corporation to use her name, photograph, picture, or present or future title that she holds or may hold, in connection with an endorsement to advertise any commercial product.  She is not a party to any contract with any person, firm or corporation in respect to any present title that she holds or may hold, nor has she made any commitments for the future regarding any such titles.  She does not have any legal obligations that would prevent or limit her participation and appearances in the Local, State, or National Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant or, if selected as Miss Local’s, State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, in the Year of Service, or her compliance with the rules, regulations and conditions of the Program.
· Other Competitions: If she is selected as a Local titleholder, but is not selected as Miss State’s or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, she agrees to continue holding the title of Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen until her successor is selected or appointed.  She agrees that during her service in that role she will not associate in any way with, promote, or become a contestant or participant in any other local, state, national or international competition or preliminary competition of a similar nature to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.  She also represents that, since she entered the preliminary rounds of the competition for the title of Miss Local, State, or America’s Outstanding Teen, she has not been a contestant or participant in any other national or international competition or preliminary competition of a similar nature to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.
· Use of the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen or MAOTeen Titles, Words and Symbols: After the conclusion of her Year of Service, if she is advised by the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization that, in its sole and exclusive judgment, her use of any of the titles, words or symbols (including crown and sash) associated with MAOTeen and the Program has caused or is reasonably likely to cause harm to the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, she agrees to discontinue any such use immediately.  She also agrees to understand and agree that the judgment of the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization, Miss State’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization or MAOTeen shall be final and binding.
· Attorney Review of Application and Contract: The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must sign that they have been given sufficient opportunity to review the “Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition” and its attachments, including the Supplemental Fact Sheet (Attachment A); the Emergency Information Form (Attachment B); the Scholarship Rules and Regulations (Attachment C); and any other attachments identified by the local or state organization.  They must also certify that they have had the opportunity to consult with an attorney of their own choosing, if desired, to give them legal advice with regard to the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract.  The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must also sign that they understand that the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract is a legal document and that if they sign and submit it to the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization and it is accepted, it will create legal obligations that will be binding on them.
· Changes in Circumstances: The contestant and her parent(s)/legal guardian must certify that they understand and agree that if, at any time after they file the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract or National Contestant Application and Contract with the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, whether before or during the competition or, if she is selected as Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, during her Year of Service, any of the facts stated in the Contestant Contracts or attachments should change, they have the obligation to report any such change in writing immediately to the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  They also sign that if they fail to do so, the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization may, in its sole discretion, determine to limit or prevent the contestant’s participation in the Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen competition or to terminate her Year of Service as Miss Local’s, Miss State’s, or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.
Minimum Required Documents - MAOTeen Local Pageants
Note: The Scholastic Achievement Competition Form is not required for Local Pageants

· Application and Contract for Competing in the 20__ State and Local Pageants of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Competition (“State/Local Contestant Application and Contract”) (notarized), including:

A. Attachment A - Supplemental Fact Sheet

B. Attachment B - Medical Information

C. Attachment C - State Scholarship Rules

· Photocopy of Birth Certificate

· Contestant’s Resume that includes a minimum of the following information for each contestant:
A. Name (The contestant’s name as she wishes the judges to know it)
B. Title (For Local Pageants, this should be the title that the contestant will be if she wins this competition)
C. Home Town (The contestant’s hometown including the city and the state)
D. Education (List the contestant’s most recent school first and all schools attended, e.g., high school, junior high, elementary, etc., as applicable)
E. Platform Issue (This is only the title of the contestant’s platform. Do not enter anything other than the title)
F. Scholastic/Career Ambition (Enter the type of degree/education the contestant would ultimately like to achieve and beneath that, list her career ambition)
G. Talent (Enter the type of talent and specific selection, e.g., Pop Vocal - “Rolling in the Deep”, by Adele, Tap Dance - “Boogie, Woogie Bugle Boy”, etc.)
H. Scholastic Honors 

I. Leadership Roles

J. Accomplishments

K. Interesting Facts

L. Marketing Plan (In sentence form, the contestant should explain how she would market the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen “brand”.  Include any relevant experience she has which may uniquely qualify her to serve in the position of Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen.  A portion of the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen’s duties and responsibilities description may include marketing the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen program to potential sponsors, educational institutions, and organizations.)
M. Legacy (This should be typed in sentence form.  The contestant should write what her legacy, as Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen will be.  This statement should answer the question, “A year after giving up her title as Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen, what will people remember about her year of service?”)
N. Why I should be Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen  (The contestant should explain to the judging panel why she should be selected Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen and, more importantly, why she should be selected Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen this year.
· Platform Issue Statement (The contestant should discuss her personal platform issue.  In addition, she should indicate how she will further the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Program and the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program “brand” to the public)
Note: Some State and Local Pageants may have additional minimum documentation requirements.
Competition Categories - MAOTeen Local Pageants

MAOTeen Local Judging Categories and Percentages

As stated in the State/Local Contestant Application and Contract, all Local Contestants must compete in all phases of competition at Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local pageants.

The table below identifies the judging categories and the applicable percentages for each category on the Local Level.  Effective with all 2011 Local Pageants, Evening Wear and On-Stage Question are required to be one combined competition category.
 
	 2013 MAOTeen Local Pageants - Judging Categories and Percentages

	Competition Category
	Percentage

	Private Interview
	35%

	Lifestyle & Fitness
	10%

	Talent
	35%

	Evening Wear/On-Stage Question
	20%

	Final Ballot
	Yes


The Role of Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen

The role of Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen is twofold and in certain ways just as important as winning a State or National title.  First, being selected means Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen will represent the Local Organization that conducted the pageant, the National Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, the young women she competed with, and all young people her age.  She needs to accept this responsibility by always conducting herself in an “Outstanding” manner.  She may be called upon to make appearances, speak at local schools, organizations, medical facilities, etc., and she may be asked to perform her talent at different venues.  She must also set an example as someone who shows passion and initiative for her chosen platform issue and community service of all kinds.  Throughout her Year of Service, she should be gracious, energetic, and well-spoken.  Many of the people she comes into contact with as a Local titleholder may already personally know her or be aware of her, so it is very important that she respect her position, yet remain friendly and approachable.
 

The second part of her role as Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen is to prepare for the Miss State’s Outstanding Teen competition.  With the busy schedule of a teenager, she must make the time to hone all the skills she will need to be competitive at the State level.  She should practice her Interview, Talent, and Evening Wear presentations, and remember to keep up with a healthy lifestyle and fitness program.  She should make sure all of her State paperwork is complete, correct, and submitted on time.
 

Of course, all of these responsibilities must be undertaken while she continues to maintain her scholastic and extra-curricular achievements, as well as enjoy her family and friends.
 

Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen position in her community is an important one.  The Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization hopes that she is a young woman who leaves a lasting impression on everyone she meets.
General: Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Must Be:

· An Ambassador of the Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen Organization
· Well Spoken

· Attractive, with a Confident, Comfortable, and Commanding Presence
· Talented
· Intelligent and an Eloquent Communicator
· A Proven Achiever
· A Leader by Virtue of Her Accomplishments
· A Role Model Who Inspires and Relates to Young People
· A Role Model Who Cares About Her Community
· Committed to a Platform Issue of Broad Public Interest
· Able to Relate to Young People
· Outgoing and Approachable
· Reflective of Teens Her Age (she needs to be someone who appears to be a “Teen”)
· Contemporary in her style and fashion - a relatable and individual young woman who can connect with today’s modern teen
· Energetic, Charismatic, Outgoing
· Genuine, trustworthy, compassionate, patient, appreciative, dedicated
· Physically fit and emotionally ready to handle the duties and responsibilities
· Manageable and Flexible
· Enthusiastic About Working with Her Pageant Family
· Able to Understand that Her Year is What She Makes it
· Punctual
· A Teen with a Sense of Gratitude and Humility
· Able to completely understand her position and how important her actions are to the overall success of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program at the Local, State, and National levels
Private Interview - MAOTeen Local Pageants
 
	 MAOTeen Local Pageants - Private Interview Format

	Private Interview Segment
	MAOTeen Local Pageant Private Interview Segment Duration

	Self Introduction
	N/A

	Discussion
	6 Minutes

	Closing Remarks
	N/A


MAOTeen Local Pageant General Rules for Private Interview
· A podium must be used
· Interview begins with the introduction of Contestant
· Interview is six (6) minutes, stopping at the 6:00 mark
Private Interview Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria - Local Pageants
· Scoring in Private Interview:

A. The Private Interview phase of competition is an opportunity for the judges to learn as much as possible about the contestant - her personal qualities and attributes to be Miss Local’s Outstanding Teen; her level of communication skills; her opinions and aspirations; her sense of accomplishment, poise, and presence as well as her ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the position judges have been requested to fill.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range for Local Pageants, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.

· Criteria for Scoring in Private Interview:

A. Overall “first impression”; exceptional communication skills including speech, vocabulary, and grammar; a confident and charismatic personality; ability to express and distinguish her beliefs; attractive and stylish in an age-appropriate manner; leadership and sense of accomplishment; and knowledge and understanding of her platform issue.  Can the judge envision the public, and especially young people, being positively impacted by meeting this young woman?
Lifestyle and Fitness - MAOTeen Local Pageants
Teens will compete in Lifestyle and Fitness, most likely wearing some type of aerobic/active wear clothing.  The decision on the contestants’ wardrobe for the Lifestyle and Fitness Competition at the MAOTeen Local level is the states’ rights (i.e., each state makes this decision, or allows local pageants to make the decision within certain guidelines) as long as the wardrobe is in good taste and is not swimwear and does not “resemble” swimwear.

 
Lifestyle and Fitness Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria - Local Pageants
· Scoring in Lifestyle and Fitness:

A. The Lifestyle and Fitness competition is designed to determine the level of fitness of the contestant and to obtain a glimpse into her daily routine and lifestyle.  The contestant’s drive, energy, and presence are to be likewise considered.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range for Local Pageants, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide for Local Pageants: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Lifestyle and Fitness:

A. Overall “first impression”; physically fit; dynamic presence and attractiveness; and sense of confidence and self-assurance.  Can she complete the presentation with vitality, energy, spirit, and charisma?  Does she meet the public’s expectation of a titleholder?
Talent - MAOTeen Local Pageants
The maximum time limit for Local and State Pageants remains at two (2) minutes through the 2013 Pageant Year.  The maximum time limit at Local and State Pageants will change to 90 seconds beginning with the 2014 Pageant Year.  Nothing longer should be accepted, and this time limit should be strictly enforced!  Contestants should plan a performance that will not exceed this time limit.  Judges should be informed immediately if a contestant exceeds the maximum time limit.  Each judge will then use this information to assist in determining his/her score of the contestant’s talent competition.

 
Talent Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria - Local Pageants
· Scoring in Talent:

A. The Talent phase of competition provides an insight into the contestant’s preparatory and performance skills.  Consideration is given to whether the contestant’s talent selection fits these skills and her personality.  The Talent competition acknowledges the quality of the talent being presented, the technical skill level, and the stage presence of the contestant.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range for Local Pageants, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score.
C. Scoring Guide for Local Pageants: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Talent:

A. Overall “first impression”; technical skill level; entertainment value; interpretive ability; stage presence and on-stage personality; and total of all elements (music, costume, props, voice, choreography).  Will the judge be proud that he or she selected this young woman when she performs her talent if she is selected as the titleholder?  Did the judge enjoy the presentation?
Evening Wear/On-Stage Question - MAOTeen Local Pageants
The scoring category is a combined Evening Wear/On-Stage Question competition.
Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Competition Scoring and Judging Criteria - Local Pageants
· Scoring in Evening Wear/On-Stage Question:
A. The Evening Wear/On-Stage Question phase of competition is designed for the judge to assess the contestant's beauty, poise, grace, and commanding stage presence, as well as for the contestant to make an on-stage statement of her interests, opinions, and aspirations in answer to a question selected for her.  One question will be asked and the judge is to consider the answer to the question.
B. Each contestant is competing against herself and MUST receive a score in a 1 to 10 point range for Local Pageants, using whole numbers only.  More than one contestant may receive the same score..
C. Scoring Guide for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions: Below Average = “1 - 3”; Average = “4 - 6”; Above Average = “7 - 9”; Perfect = “10”.
· Criteria for Scoring in Evening Wear/On-Stage Question for Single-Night State Pageants and on the Preliminary Nights for States that conduct Multi-Night/Multi-Day competitions:

A. Overall “first impression”; sense of confidence, composure, and poise; personality and stage presence; walk, carriage, posture, and beauty; sense of style and age-appropriateness of the evening wear.  Does she take command of the stage by simply walking onto it?  Can she handle the pressure of speaking on stage in front of an audience?  Judges must give special attention to whether or not she answered the question she was asked, and did she have the ability to make the audience want to listen to her?  The contestant’s total look, grace, charm, and ability as a spokesperson and role model must be considered.
Top-5 Final Ballot - MAOTeen Local Pageants

The final outcome of the Local Pageant is determined by the results of a “Final Ballot”.  Each judge will individually rank each of the Top-5 contestants as to whether the contestant should be the Winner, First Runner-up, Second Runner-up, Third Runner-up, or Fourth Runner-up.  If the Local Pageant is announcing fewer than Four Runners-up, the judges will still go through the process of ranking five contestants on the Final Ballot, but only the specified number of Runners-up will be announced.
· After the last On-Stage Competition is complete, the auditors will determine the Top-5 Finalists based upon the total points of the young women competing.

· At this point, all points are discarded and each Top-5 Finalist has Zero Points.

· Each Judge is then given a Final Ballot.

· Each Judge lists the 5 Finalists in the order he/she believes they should finish in the competition.

· Local Pageants cannot separately announce the Top-5.  The Runners-Up and the New Titleholder will be announced from the entire group of contestants.
· No On-stage Discussion is allowed at the Local level.

· THE FINAL OUTCOME OF THE PAGEANT IS BASED SOLELY ON THE FINAL BALLOT POINTS.

· THE HIGH AND LOW SCORES ON THE FINAL BALLOT ARE NOT DROPPED.

	 MAOTeen Local Pageants - Final Ballot Scoring Values

	Placement
	Points Awarded

	1st Place
	10 Points

	2nd Place
	5 Points

	3rd Place
	3 Points

	4th Place
	2 Points

	5th Place
	1 Point


MAOTeen Local Pageants - Announcing Preliminary Competition Winners

· The announcement of preliminary competition winners is limited to a maximum of two categories before the Final Results are announced.  For example, you may announce the Talent Winner and the Lifestyle and Fitness Winner, but you cannot announce an Evening Wear and Interview Winner.  Alternately, you may announce the Talent Winner and the Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Winner, but in that case, you cannot announce the Lifestyle and Fitness Winner.  After the announcement of the final outcome of the overall competition is completed, you may announce the winners of the other categories.
MAOTeen Local Pageants - Announcing the Final Results (Winner and Runners-up)

As previously mentioned, the final outcome of a Local Pageant is determined by the results of the “Final Ballot”.  Here are a few reminders:

· A Top-5 Group cannot be separately called out at Local Pageants.
· Nobody except the Judges’ Chairman and the Auditor, NOT EVEN THE LOCAL TEEN DIRECTOR, OR THE JUDGES, OR ANYONE ELSE should know the results of the competition until they are announced from the stage by the emcee.  Everyone else should find out the results at the same time.
· Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization guidelines state that if you only have 3 contestants, you cannot name a Runner-up.  You can NEVER leave a single contestant standing and showing the audience who “finished last”!  The rule to not name a 1st Runner-up when only 3 contestants are competing was revised by the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization and has been in effect since September 1, 2006.
· When the Auditor hands the Results Card to the emcee, remind the emcee that he/she is not allowed to take the Results Card behind stage for any reason or discuss the results with anybody until after the results are announced on stage.
· It is the Judges’ Chairman’s responsibility to stop the emcee if the Results Card is being read incorrectly, and immediately make the appropriate changes/corrections. 

· It is optional to announce the dollar amounts of the scholarships awarded when announcing the competition results.
MAOTeen Local Pageant Judging

These are the rules to which all Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local Pageants must adhere.  States may make rules that are more restrictive, but are not allowed to make the rules “less” restrictive.
The integrity of our judging system must remain infallible.  Conflicts of interest and unfair judging cannot be tolerated.  It is paramount that everyone does their due diligence when selecting and approving judges at the local and state levels.  It is also every judge’s responsibility to read and sign the Judge’s Affidavit.
Enforcement of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Judging Rules depends on the states, locals and your judges’ honesty…please do not create an embarrassing or controversial situation for you, the judge, your local, your state, the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or especially the contestants!
Each judge must sign the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local Judges’ Affidavit affirming, among other things:

That they will perform their duties in a dignified and professional manner which is appropriate and sensitive to the feelings and impressions of the young women who are participating and they will maintain an environment to the end that each and every contestant receives a fair, objective and unbiased opportunity to compete.  They also affirm that they will maintain the confidentiality of the information entrusted or known by them by virtue of their position as a judge regardless of the source of the information (i.e., contestants, pageant personnel or any other person).  They affirm they will not allow, under any circumstances, any person to exert or try to exert any influence upon them in their capacity as a judge.  If anyone should attempt to influence them, then as part of their fiduciary responsibility, agree to immediately disclose such attempted influence to the Field Operations office of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization (727-572-9111) as soon as it is practical.
Composition of a MAOTeen Local Pageant Judges Panel

· A minimum of “5” and a maximum of “7” Judges
· At least 1 of the judges must be a Novice Judge (“Novice” = Never judged a Local or State pageant within the Miss America or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Programs)
· Recommendation is to select a diverse panel of judges with a variety of backgrounds (e.g., entertainment industry, business, government, sports/athletics, fashion, etc.)
· Limitations on the number of pageants each person can judge a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Pageant during each “Pageant Year”:
· Maximum of two (2) State MAOTeen Pageants Nationwide in a Pageant Year
· Maximum of four (4) Local MAOTeen Pageants Nationwide in a Pageant Year
‘Double’ or ‘Dual’ Local Pageants count as 2 Pageants in the same Pageant Year.  ‘Holdover’ Local Pageants count for the next competition Pageant Year.

· Exception to this policy is made under unusual circumstances and only with permission from the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization National office.
Expectations of a MAOTeen Local Pageant Judge

· All judges must be able to understand and sign the Judge’s Affidavit
· Preserve and promote the goals and spirit of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program
· Serve the best interests of every contestant
· Remember the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program depends on their effectiveness as a judge
· Apply judging criteria objectively
· Enable every contestant to receive a fair, unbiased, and objective opportunity while competing
· Prepare in advance for Interview Competition, if at all possible
· Disclose potential Conflicts of Interest
· Maintain confidentiality of contestants’ information and scores
· Disallow anyone to influence their scoring
· Report to the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization anyone who attempts to influence their judging per the Judge’s Affidavit that each of them sign
· Judge must be:
· Decisive

· Impartial

· Consistent

· Appreciative of the Arts

· Appreciative of Community Service Endeavors

MAOTeen Local Pageant Judging Eligibility - Who May Not Judge a MAOTeen Local Pageant:

· A current State or Local “Miss America Organization” titleholder may not a judge in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen program (new rule beginning with the 2013 Pageant Year)
· Anyone who provides any type of training, regardless of whether or not the potential judge is compensated or uncompensated for the training!!!
· Anyone under the age of 21 years
· Anyone who might “financially benefit” from working with contestants in any capacity within the Miss America or Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Programs. Examples, but not limited to:
· Pageant Coach
· Interview Coach
· Wardrobe Coach
· Image Consultant
· Contestant Hairdresser or Make-Up Artist
· Pageant Wardrobe Retailer
· Contestant Fitness Trainer
· Sponsors and Donors, including their employees or family members - may not judge a pageant they support
· Business or social connections to a contestant or her family - may not judge that contestant
· Relatives of a current titleholder or still-eligible Local or State Miss America’s Outstanding Teen or Miss America System contestant
· Current Miss America System Local or State Titleholders: 
· Are ineligible to judge a Local MAOTeen Pageant

· Former Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local or State Titleholders: 
· May not judge until a minimum of 3 years after she aged out, married, or won a state title

· Can never judge any of her previous competitors
· Can never judge any former “Teen” titleholders who held the teen title at the same time as the Former Contestant held the “Miss” title

· Former Miss America System Local or State Titleholders:
· Can never judge any of her previous competitors
· Can never judge any former “Teen” titleholders who held the teen title at the same time as the Former Contestant held the “Miss” title

· Potential Contestants:
· If a woman is within the age and marital limits or otherwise eligible to compete in the Miss America System, then she cannot judge

· Relatives of Local Board Members in that Local Pageant cannot judge that local pageant
· Relatives of State Teen or Miss Board Members in that State cannot judge that state pageant
· Miss “A” Local Pageant Board Members may not judge the Miss “Z” Local Pageant in 2 consecutive years
· Two “affiliated” judges cannot serve together on a judges’ panel.  Examples:
· Couples
· Roommates
· Co-Workers
· etc.
· Nobody may judge the same pageant in two consecutive years
MAOTeen Local Pageant Judges Orientation Suggestions
See the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Portal for the document titled “MAOTeen Local Judges Orientation Overview Suggestions”.
MAOTeen Local Pageant Auditors Instructions

See the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Resource Portal for the document titled “MAOTeen Local Auditors Instructions”.
MAOTeen Local Pageant Director’s Minimum Responsibilities

It is the Local Teen Director’s responsibility to adhere to the rules of the MAOTeen Organization and the state rules and regulations relating to judging, scoring, eligibility, etc.

It is the Local Teen Director’s responsibility to verify that each contestant who is competing in the local pageant is eligible to compete in the pageant.   Ask the contestant for the proper documentation prior to the competition if there is any question about her potential eligibility.

Other Important Local Pageant Information

Correct Usage of MAOTeen Local Titles
The following rules and requirements must be represented on any sash, trophy, website, video, advertisements, or any time the title is listed in print in reference to all State and Local titleholders in the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program.  With our ongoing efforts to enhance our recognition, improve our identity, protect our image, and for consistency in branding of MAOTeen, adhering to the following rules and requirements is not optional:

The titles for all State and Local MAOTeen titleholders must:
· Be “possessive” [All State and Local titles must end in either an ‘s (“apostrophe s”) or an s’ (“s apostrophe”) - (see examples of Correct Usage vs. Incorrect Usage below)]
· Always include the word “Miss” as the first word in the title
· Always have “Outstanding Teen” as the last two words in the title
· Never include the word “America” as a word in the title
The correct format of the title should be as follows:

	Correct Format for MAOTeen State and Local Titles

	First Word: Always:
	Middle Word(s):
	Next to Last Word: Always:
	Last Word: Always:

	“Miss”
	“Name’s” (1)
	“Outstanding”
	“Teen”

	(1) Where the word “Name’s” is replaced with the city, state, area, etc. to correctly finish the title.  Sometimes this may be more than one word.


	Examples of Usage (Theoretical)

	Correct Usage
	Incorrect Usage

	Miss Bronx’s Outstanding Teen
	Bronx America’s Outstanding Teen

	Miss Manassas’ Outstanding Teen
	Manassas Outstanding Teen

	Miss Phoenix’s Outstanding Teen
	Phoenix Outstanding Teen

	Miss Tri-Cities’ Outstanding Teen
	Tri-Cities Outstanding Teen America

	Miss Seattle’s Outstanding Teen
	Miss Teen Outstanding Teen Seattle

	Miss Miami’s Outstanding Teen
	Miami’s America’s Outstanding Teen

	Miss Mobile’s Outstanding Teen
	Miss Teen Mobile


MAOTeen Local Pageant Disposition of Score Sheets and Tally Sheets

At the IMMEDIATE conclusion of the competition, the auditors place all score and tally sheets in a sealed, dated and identified envelope for safekeeping at a predetermined location established by the STATE Board for a minimum of one (1) year.  Auditors and/or pageant officials may not disclose to anyone any scores, either in total or individual, unless such time arises where the outcome of the competition is in dispute and an independent auditor needs to review the results.
<<DO NOT DESTROY SCORE SHEETS OR TALLY SHEETS>>

MAOTeen Official Local Pageant Crown Requirements
All MAOTeen Local Pageants must award a new official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local crown to each of their new titleholders.  This official crown must be purchased from the official Miss America/Miss America’s Outstanding Teen crown vendor, K. A. Concepts.  K. A. Concepts is located at: 3 Somner Drive, Huntington station, NY 11746.  The telephone number for K. A. Concepts is 800-528-4926.  You should order the crown when you select the date of your Local Pageant.
K. A. Concepts knows which crown you should purchase for your local MAOTeen titleholder.  Remember, in our Miss America’s Outstanding Teen System, a crown with pink stones may only be worn by our Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Winner or for Princesses in our National Princess Camp.

Crowns are permitted to be worn at public appearances and on stage when deemed necessary for identification purposes.  Only the official crown from the approved official Miss America/Miss America’s Outstanding Teen crown vendor, K. A. Concepts, may be worn by a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local titleholder.
Please allow adequate time when placing your crown orders, including time for shipping.
MAOTeen Official Local Pageant Sash Requirements
All MAOTeen Local Pageants must award a new official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local sash to your new local representative.  You must order the official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local sash from The Sash Company.  Their telephone number is 1-877-443-SASH and they are located in Hesperia, California.   You should order the crown when you select the date of your Local Pageant.

The Sash Company’s web address is: http://www.thesashcompany.com/missamerica.html.

Sashes are permitted to be worn at public appearances and on stage when deemed necessary for identification purposes.  Only the official sash from the approved official Miss America/Miss America’s Outstanding Teen sash vendor, The Sash Company, may be worn by a Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Local titleholder.
Please allow adequate time when placing your orders, including time for shipping, since sashes are custom-made each time one is ordered.
MAOTeen Official Local Pageant Trophies and Awards Vendor

We encourage you to purchase your pageant awards, plaques, trophies, judges’ mementos/gifts, etc. from Schoppy’s.  Schoppy’s has had a long term business relationship with the Miss America Organization.  Schoppy’s has been the official gift and awards supplier for the Miss America Organization for decades and in recent years became the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization’s official supplier for  trophies, plaques, and other awards. 

Schoppy’s telephone number is 609-653-1684 and they are located at 1030 Shore Road, Linwood, New Jersey   08221-2447.
Schoppy’s web address is: www.schoppy.com/miss-america-awards-1/miss-america-s-outstanding-teen.

Local Visits by MAOTeen Board Members and Members of the National Staff

From time to time, members of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen, Inc. Board of Directors or National Staff will visit your Local Pageant.  The following are “courtesy guidelines” regarding the visits:

· The Local organization is not obligated under any circumstances to pay for any costs associated with the visit.  It is the policy of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization that we pay for any expenses associated with our travel.  If the local program wishes to provide reduced or complimentary items then we welcome that as well, budget permitting.
· Unless the visitor is renting a car, it is appropriate to help make arrangements for airport pick-up and departure.
· Advise and invite the visitor to functions which may occur during the visit.  He/she will then advise you of which ones in which he/she would like to participate.  Please forward a complete schedule of all events prior to his/her visit.  If the visiting member of the MAOTeen Board of Directors or National Staff member chooses to attend your Local pageant, as a courtesy to the attendee please supply him/her with a complimentary ticket for the attendee and his/her guest to the pageant.
· The Local organization is not required, but may extend the courtesy of recognizing members of the MAOTeen Board of Directors or National Staff who are visiting you in an official capacity.
· Members of the MAOTeen Board of Directors or National Staff who are representing the national office are briefed ahead of their visit on the current practices and policies related to MAOTeen and the specific Local organization.  Unofficial representatives are usually not briefed before their trip and should not be expected to answer questions.
Permission to Televise Your Local Pageant

Under no circumstances should any Local competition be televised unless prior approval has been received from the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization.  Requests must be in writing.
Social Media (MySpace, Facebook, and Twitter)

The popularity of websites such as Facebook, MySpace and Twitter are an important means of communication today and are used widely by contestants, directors, pageant fans, etc. 
When using this media, we strongly urge that you use the security precautions available from each of these websites.
MySpace and Facebook allow you to create private profiles, view comments before they are posted on your page and even make certain photos accessible only to the people that you choose.
Twitter also allows you to protect your account and keep your “tweets” private.  This allows you to approve who can follow you and keep your tweets out of search results.  You should never post anything on these websites that you would not want everyone else to see.

For more Security tips you can visit the links for each below:

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/security
MySpace: http://www.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=cms.viewpage&placement=safety_pagehome
Twitter: http://twitter.com/privacy
Local Pageant Princess Camp/Princess Program

Many Local Pageants conduct their own Local Princess Program.  There have been numerous Miss State’s Outstanding Teen titleholders who have previously participated in their state’s princess program.  Taylor Fitch participated in the Miss South Carolina’s “Palmetto Princess” before she won the title of Miss America’s Outstanding Teen 2009.

Similar to the MAOTeen Princess Camp TM Program, these are typically non-competitive programs with the goal of motivating and mentoring young girls 5 to 12 years of age while sharing experiences that will inspire them to dream of ultimately becoming Miss America’s Outstanding Teen or Miss America.  Through these programs, these young girls can become involved with the Local and State Miss America’s Outstanding Teen and Miss America programs before they reach competition age.  The program also provides the young girls with the opportunity to serve as role models for their peers throughout the State.
Being involved with your local’s princess program is an opportunity for a young girl to make memories that will last a lifetime!
Here are a few quotes from young girls and a Mom about the involvement with the princess program in their state as well as being involved at the national level of the MAOTeen Princess Camp TM:
“The Princess program was a great way for me to experience mentorship with great role models, particularly since I planned to compete one day.  Three specific points that were heavily emphasized: 
1. The importance and benefits of community service 
2. How to treat people with respect 
3. How to articulate my views tactfully 
The Princess program was a great source of character development.” - Sydney Capello, Former Lone Star Princess in the Miss Texas Program; Miss Texas’ Outstanding Teen 2008; Top-10 Semi-Finalist, Preliminary Talent Winner and Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Winner at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Pageant (Age 16)
“The Princess program let me be around really great role models. It also showed me that I want to be Miss Texas one day.  Through being involved in the Princess program I learned that being in pageants isn't just about looking pretty and doing lots of paperwork, but it's about having fun and showing off your personality!  I am definitely a better person because of the program.  It taught me to never give up on your dreams!” - Alannah Bruce, Miss Texas Lone Star Princess; MAOTeen National Princess (Age 6)
“Being a past contestant myself, as well as having my own daughter and two cousins going through the Princess program, I can say without doubt the Princess Program is making a positive difference in the lives of our youth.  In a world where positive role models in the entertainment industry are few and far between, it's a relief to know there's a program that young girls can be a part of, feel like a princess, and be surrounded by goal oriented, civic minded and respectful young role models.  My daughter and cousins look up to the contestants involved with the MAOTeen and MAO systems.  Therefore, when their titleholders show a genuine interest in them and strive to mentor them, it makes a HUGE impact on their lives.  The power of peer pressure is amazing.  And luckily through the Princess Mentor program we have an avenue to establish POSITIVE peer pressure.  Through this program, we can raise our future leaders with strong character and the desire to not only dream big, but then to have the confidence to live those dreams.” - Heather Edwards Bruce, First Runner-up to Miss Texas, Local Pageant Director, and Princess’ Mom 

Local Pageant Princess Program Sash and Crown Recommendations

MAOTeen purchases the crowns for our MAOTeen Princess Camp TM participants from the official Miss America/Miss America’s Outstanding Teen crown vendor, K. A. Concepts, and we purchase our MAOTeen Princess Camp TM sashes from the official Miss America’s Outstanding Teen sash company, The Sash Company.
In an effort to keep the MAOTeen branding consistent throughout the organization, we highly recommend using crowns from K. A. Concepts and sashes from The Sash Company for your Local's Princess Camp.
K. A. Concepts is located at: 3 Somner Drive, Huntington station, NY 11746.  The telephone number for K. A. Concepts is 800-528-4926.  You should order the crown when you select the date of your Local Pageant.  Remember, a crown with pink stones is reserved for participants in our National Princess Camp.
The Sash Company’s telephone number is 1-877-443-SASH and they are located in Hesperia, California.  Their web address is: http://www.thesashcompany.com/missamerica.html.
Please allow adequate time when placing your orders, including time for shipping.

VI. MAOTeen Princess Camp TM Program

Princess Camp TM Background

[image: image12.jpg]



The MAOTeen Princess Camp TM is for young girls between the ages of 5 and12.  This program is a mentoring opportunity that changes the lives of girls by matching them with the most capable role models in America, the Miss America's Outstanding Teen state titleholders.  The princesses are treated like royalty while being exposed to our nation's best leaders, who will teach them secrets to success.  The princesses contribute to our scholarship fund, bring another group of “Miss America” supporters to our audience, and add new names to our volunteer pool while at the same time, being rewarded with the excitement of living out the dream of wearing a crown on a big stage without the fear of competition.  Princess Camp TM is clearly a first step in preparing to be a future Miss America's Outstanding Teen or Miss America.
Princess Camp TM Testimonials
Being involved with your local’s princess program is an opportunity for a young girl to make memories that will last a lifetime!
Here are a few quotes from young girls and a Mom about the involvement with the princess program in their state as well as being involved at the national level of the MAOTeen Princess Camp TM:
“The Princess program was a great way for me to experience mentorship with great role models, particularly since I planned to compete one day.  Three specific points that were heavily emphasized: 
1. The importance and benefits of community service 
2. How to treat people with respect 
3. How to articulate my views tactfully 
The Princess program was a great source of character development.” - Sydney Capello, Former Lone Star Princess in the Miss Texas Program; Miss Texas’ Outstanding Teen 2008; Top-10 Semi-Finalist, Preliminary Talent Winner and Evening Wear/On-Stage Question Winner at the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen National Pageant (Age 16)
“The Princess program let me be around really great role models. It also showed me that I want to be Miss Texas one day.  Through being involved in the Princess program I learned that being in pageants isn't just about looking pretty and doing lots of paperwork, but it's about having fun and showing off your personality!  I am definitely a better person because of the program.  It taught me to never give up on your dreams!” - Alannah Bruce, Miss Texas Lone Star Princess; MAOTeen National Princess (Age 6)
“Being a past contestant myself, as well as having my own daughter and two cousins going through the Princess program, I can say without doubt the Princess Program is making a positive difference in the lives of our youth.  In a world where positive role models in the entertainment industry are few and far between, it's a relief to know there's a program that young girls can be a part of, feel like a princess, and be surrounded by goal oriented, civic minded and respectful young role models.  My daughter and cousins look up to the contestants involved with the MAOTeen and MAO systems.  Therefore, when their titleholders show a genuine interest in them and strive to mentor them, it makes a HUGE impact on their lives.  The power of peer pressure is amazing.  And luckily through the Princess Mentor program we have an avenue to establish POSITIVE peer pressure.  Through this program, we can raise our future leaders with strong character and the desire to not only dream big, but then to have the confidence to live those dreams.” - Heather Edwards Bruce, First Runner-up to Miss Texas, Local Pageant Director, and Princess’ Mom 

VII. MAOTeen Teens in Training Camp TM Program

Teens in Training Camp TM Background

[image: image13.png]


In March 2011, the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Organization launched the MAOTeen Teens in Training Camp TM.  Teens in Training (“TNT”) Camp TM is designed for girls, ages 13 to 17, who are interested in competing in the MAOTeen Pageant system or who are looking to improve upon skills that promote self-confidence and poise. Participants have the opportunity to attend professional workshops in interview, on-camera and on-stage performance, makeup, style, walking, and public relations … all taught by leaders in their fields!  Participants receive a behind-the-scenes tour of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen competition, participate in an exclusive photo session with the MAOTeen photographers and take the stage at the national competition.  Each participant also receives tickets to each night of the Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant.
"Personally, as I move from a teen to an adult, I realize just how much I benefitted from the Miss America's Outstanding Teen Organization and how so many of the opportunities I was given were a result of my participation in MAOTeen.  Now, I am thrilled to be giving other girls the chance to experience some of the same life-changing opportunities that I did," says Tawni Darby, Miss Pennsylvania's Outstanding Teen 2006 and the TNT Camp Founder.  

The camp is a wonderful learning and mentoring opportunity for teens.  The goal of this camp and yet another goal of the MAOTeen, Inc. organization is to provide a strong foundation for girls to gain information on skills such as interview, poise, presentation, networking, and public relations which will not only help them become the best contestant they can possibly be but also guide them throughout their lives.  

Some of the primary goals of the Teens in Training Camp TM include:
· Allowing the participants to attend educational and insightful workshops designed just for them with nationally known experts in interview, style, fashion, media, makeup, walking and promotions.
· Spending time with the current Miss America's Outstanding Teen and learning about how she prepared for the competition and her year of service.
· Learning the ins and outs of pageantry and what it takes to be a successful titleholder from former Miss America's Outstanding Teens and other state titleholders.
· Being part of an intensive 4 day training session at the Teens In Training Camp in Orlando that will give the participants an inside look at the Miss America's Outstanding Teen organization and teach them what it takes to be a confident, poised and prepared young woman.
· Reminding them to be their best selves .... today, tomorrow and for years to come!!
More information can be found at www.TeensInTrainingCamp.com.
VIII. MAOTeen Resources

Contact Names For Additional Information

If you have questions relating to information in this Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Program Resource Manual, please contact the following resources:

 
	Subject
	MAOTeen Contact
	Email
	Telephone

	General Questions, Local and State Judging Rules, Contestant Eligibility
	Kristin Black - MAOTeen Director of Operations
	Kristin@maoteen.org
	B: 727-572-9111

	National Judging Rules
	Alyson Michaels-Sulpizio, National Judges’ Consultant
	AlysonMichaels@aol.com
	

	Emergencies
	Kim Parrish - MAOTeen President
	Kim@maoteen.org

	C: 610-996-0961


 
IX. Document Version History

Document Revisions and Summary of Updates
 
	Version Number
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	Summary of Updates

	1.0
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